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PREFACE. 


It was long since observed by a very 
eminent Author, that he lived in an 
age in which it was “ criminal to be 
moderate.” The writer of the following 
pages would fain believe that his lot has 
been east in an age when the virtue of 
moderation is beginning to be more justly 
appreciated ; when there is, among the 
members of the Church of England at 
least, an increasing desire to merge their 
common differences, and to draw more 
closely together in the defence and in 
the practice of their common Chris- 
tianity. While, therefore, he feels the 
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greatest diffidence in venturing to pub- 
lish upon such a subject as that of the 
present work, he feels also the greatest 
confidence that the attempt will be re- 
ceived in the same spirit of candour and 
moderation with which he trusts it was 
undertaken. It is impossible, in treating 
upon subjects so diverse and so difficult 
as those embraced by the Articles of our 
Church, not, in some instances at least, 
to cross the' prejudices, and to contravene 
the opinions, probably of all his readers. 
When this is the case, the Author hopes 
that he shall be found speaking with 
the modesty which becomes him, and 
never expecting the acquiescence of the 
reader, one syllable beyond the point 
to which he is accompanied by the plain 
and undeniable statements of the* Word 
of God. 

Afv far as the Author knows himself, 
he believes that he is not entrammcled 
by any human system, but that he has 
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endeavoured to bear in mind continually 
that injunction of our Church, that “ No 
man shall either print or preach to draw 
the Article aside any way, but shall 
submit to it in the plain and full meaning 
thereof, and shall not put his own sense 
or comment to be the meaning of the 
Article, but shall take it in the literal and 
grammatical sense.”' That this has been 
his constant endeavour he is certain ; that 
he has never failed in fulfilling it, he 
will not say ; but of this he is sure, that, 
should it ai)pear to others that he has 
been mistaken, he will carefully re-con- 
sider any disputable point, and without 
liesitation retract what he has here ad- 
vanced, if convinced that he has, how- 
ever undesignedly, put a false gloss 
upon the Article, or substituted “ his 
own sense or comment,” for the opinion 
of the Church. 

After having for years most cordially 

* Rubric prefixed to the Articles. 
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and unreservedly received the Articles 
of the Church of England as entirely 
agreeable to the inspired Word of God, 
the Author has risen from this deliberate 
review of them, with his mind more 
deeply than ever impressed by the 
piety and sagacity of the holy men who 
compiled them, and witli his heart more 
than ever filled with gratitude to God 
that his lot has been cast in the Church 
to which he belongs. Of this Church 
he feels convinced tliat the highest orna- 
ment, and the strongest bulwark, are to 
be found, not in the rank, and learning, 
and holiness of her pi’elatcs, not in the 
activity and piety of her clergy, not in 
the devotedness of the great body of her 
true disciples to her best and spiritual 
interests, but in the fact, that every 
great and vital truth of the Word of 
God is embodied in her unequalled 
Liturgy, and her invaluable Articles, 
which continue from generation to gene- 
ration, instrumentally to lead her ohil- 



PREFACE. 


VU 


dren into the paths of peace, and to 
educate them for the many mansions of 
their Father’s house. 

While these remain essentially unal- 
tered, we need entertain no fears for the 
safety of our Church ; there is a vitality 
in them which in times gone by, has 
enabled her to survive when oppressed 
by the heaviest of all burdens, even the 
deadness of her own nominal followers ; 
and there is a buoyancy in them, which 
in times to come, will cause her ark to 
float upon the waters of that moral deluge 
which may even now be gathering round 
her, but which will only lift her the 
higher above the rocks and quicksands 
of earth, and raise her the nearer to the 
heaven to which she points. 

In the arrangement of the work the 
Writer has attempted to unite the most 
simple explanatory statements with the 
most direct appeals to the conscience and 
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to the heart. Where he has differed 
from the acknowledged authorities, upon 
any of the subjects of which he treats, 
he , has generally contented himself 
with giving the Scriptural arguments for 
the difference. It would not have been 
difficult to have corroborated most of his 
statements by the declarations of the 
early Reformers, especially Luther and 
Melancthon, and that truly great and 
much misrepresented man, Archbishop 
Cranmer, but this would have been to 
have changed the character of the work, 
and to have thrown an air of pretension 
over that which the writer only desired 
to make plain, perspicuous, and useful. 
It will be seen that the Author does not 
consider that the Articles are grounded 
upon the doctrines which are usually 
termed Calvinistic ; i.e., such doctrines 
as were held by Calvin, but rejected by 
the other great lights of the blessed Re- 
formation. Rather he is of opinion that 
they were chiefly founded upon the views 
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which the immortal Luther, guided by 
the Spirit of God, was led to take of 
all the most important doctrines of the 
Divine Word ; althougli at the same 
time he fully agrees with Bishop Tom- 
line, that the Articles of the Church of 
England arc neither Lutheran nor Cal- 
vinistic, nor Arminian, — but Scriptural. 

It was to the younger members of his 
congregation that the Author particu- 
larly ad<lressed these Discourses, and it 
is to the young that he more especially 
reverts, while committing them to the 
press. His earnest prayer is that this 
feeble effort may be blessed to the 
benefit of that class of his readers, by 
proving effectual, through Divine grace, 
to “strengthen, stablish, settle” them 
in all those great and vital points which 
concern the well-being of their souls in 
time and in eternity, and by making 
them such “ lively members ” of the 
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Church here below, that they shall 
finally not be excluded from “ the 
Church of the First-born, whose names 
are written in heaven.” 




BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 


PUBLISHED 

BY J. HAT.CHARD AND SON. 


EIGHT LECTURS on the HISTORY of JACOB; 
delivered duririj? Lent, 1828, at the Church of St. Luke, 
Chelsea. Tenth Edition, 12mo. 4s. 6d. cloth. 

NINE LECTURES on the HISTORY of ST. 
PETER; delivered during Lent, 1829, at the Church of 
St. Luke, Chelsea. Tenth Edition, 12 mo. 4s. 6d, bound 
in canvas. 

TWELVE LECTURES upon the HISTORY of 
ABRAHAM. Seventh Edition, 12mo. 5s. Od. canvas. 

TWELVE LECTURES on the IITSTOHY of ST. 
PAUL. Part 1. Fourth Edition, 12mo. 5s. 6d. bound 
in canvas. 

HISTORY of ST. PAUL. Part II. Third Edition, 
12mo. 5s. 6d. bound in canvas. 

LECTURES upon the HISTORY of our LORD and 
SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST. Part I. Third Edition. 
Price 5s. 6d. 

TWO SERMONS on the SACRAMENT. Fifth 
Edition, 12rao. Is. stiff covers. 

A SERMON on the LORD’S-DAY. Third Edition, 
12mo. 6d. stitched. 

TWO DISCOURSES upon the TRIAL of the 
SPIRITS. Third Edition. Price ls.6d. stiff covers. 

A SERMON preached at the General Ordination, held 
by the Lord Bishop of Winchester at Farnham Castle, 
July, 1834. Price 9d. 



DISCOURSES: 


DISCOURSE I. 

Psalm li. 5. 

“ BEHOLD I WAS SHAPEN IN INIQUITY, AND IN SIN DID 
MY MOTHER CONCEIVE ME." 

At the present moment, when the pros- 
pects of the Church of England form 
the subject of conversation among many, 
and of deep and earnest thoughtfulness 
and prayer with not a few, every thing 
belonging to her, acquires an additional 
interest, and comes home to the hearts 
of her true members with peculiar force. 
It would seem, therefore, to be the 
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duty^of her ministers, to improve this 
opportunity, and to endeavour, while 
men are contending for her externals, 
w^hich, important though they be, will 
hear no comparison with her inward and 
spiritual well-being, to lead their people 
to a better acquaintance with, and a 
deeper interest in, her truly apostolical 
constitution and her accurately scriptural 
formularies. It is indeed painful to 
think how few, comparatively, even 
among the members of our Church, are 
intimately acquainted with those inva- 
luable documents, those bulwarks of 
our faith, the Articles and Homilies ! 
So unquestionable is this ignorance, 
that nothing is more common than to 
hear men, who are nominally her 
members, actually deny in conversation 
some of those great truths which the 
holiest of her confessors and martyrs 
sealed with their blood ; which she has 
herself distinctly asserted, and even laid 
as the foundation upon which all her 
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superstructure of services and offices is 
built, and moreover, which are among 
the most prominent, most influential, most 
essential to the salvation of the soul of 
the sinner, of any that are to be found in 
the revelation of God. 

Having, then, an earnest desire that 
none should content themselves with a 
nominal or an ignorant adherence to a 
Church, of which it may be truly said 
that the better it is understood, the more 
deeply does it entrench itself in the judg- 
ment and in the hearts of its members ; 
and having a still stronger anxiety that 
of the souls committed to our charge, 
“ none should perish”' “ through lack 
of knowledge,”® I purpose bringing 
before you in succession some of the 
most important doctrinal articles of our 
Church ; believing that, although to 
many, these discourses may, and I fear 
must be, extremely deficient in the in- 
terest which other subjects might supply, 

* 2 Pet. iii. 9, * Hosea iv. 6. 
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and .that to some, they will be a mere 
recapitulation of well-known truths, they 
may be made, especially to the younger 
and inquiring members of our congrega- 
tion, the means, under God, of informing, 
strengthening, stablishing, settling them 
in ‘ ‘ the things belonging to their peace, 
and of enabling them to be “ready always 
to give an answer to every man that 
asketh them a reason of the hope that is 
in them.” 

Before we speak upon the subject of 
that particular Article which we have 
selected for this morning’s consideration, 
it may be well, very shortly, to mention 
the origin of this portion of the formu- 
laries of our Church. 

At the time of the blessed Reformation, 
the different Churches which separated 
themselves from communion with the 
Church of Rome, deemed it advisable to 
publish Confessions of their Faith. Ac- 
cordingly, Edward the Sixth published 
3 1 Peter iii.'lS. 
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by his Royal authority, forty-two Ar- 
ticles, “ agreed upon,” as it is stated, 
“ by the Bishops and other learned and 
good men in the Convocation held at 
London, in the year 1552, to root out 
the discord of opinions, and establish the 
agreement of true religion.” These Ar- 
ticles were repealed by Queen Mary, 
but Queen Elizabeth, in the beginning 
of her reign, established the present 
Thirty-nine Articles, which were founded 
upon the original forty-two Articles, from 
which they do not greatly or essentially 
differ. Cranmer and Ridley are believed 
to have been the chief framers of the 
original Articles, and it is certainly not 
too much to assert, that, for a deep and 
thorough knowledge of Scripture, an 
intimate acquaintance with the opinions 
and tenets of the early Christians, and 
above all, for the moderation and caution, 
the charity and perspicuity which pervade 
them, they will bear comparison with any 
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uninspired writings which have ever yet 
been given to the world. 

Having been led by the services of the 
two preceding Sundays, to consider those 
great truths, the personality of the Holy 
Ghost, and the existence and offices of 
the ever-blessed Trinity, it does not 
appear necessary to recapitulate what 
has been already brought before you ; 
we shall, therefore, commence our ob- 
servations by an examination of the Ninth 
Article of our Church, which treats ex- 
pressly upon, 

“ Original or Birth Sin.'' 

“ Original sin,” says the Article, 
‘‘ standeth not in the following of Adam 
(as the Pelagians do vainly talk), but it 
is the fault' and corruption of the nature 
of every man that naturally is engen- 
dered of the offspring of Adam.” By 
the phrase, “ naturally engendered of 
the offspring of Adam,” the Article in- 
tends to make an implied exception with 
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regard to our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, he being supernaturally en- 
gendered ; and, as all Scripture clearly 
shows, being “ holy, harmless, unde- 
filed, and therefore as entirely free 
from original corruption, as he was from 
all taint of, and liability to, actual sin. 

The Pelagians were the followers of 
Pelagius, who lived at the end of the 
fourth, and the former part of the fifth 
century, and was a native of Wales. 
“ His real name was Morgan, which in 
the Welsh language signifies the same 
as Pelagius in Greek." “ He denied 
origiRal sin, and the necessity of grace, 
and asserted that men might arrive at a 
state of impeccability in this life. " Our 
Article then states, in opposition to the 
opinion of this man and his followers, 
that we are not merely guilty before 
God, because we imitate the example of 
Adam, but because, as the offspring of 
Adam, we are actually born into the 
** ITeb. vii. 26 . 
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world, the inheritors of a fallen and 
corrupt nature. That there is corruption 
in us before any outward circumstances 
could have tended to make us corrupt. 
So that, were we exposed to no evil 
example, wer^ there nothing of external 
temptation to lead us astray, we should 
still possess this innate “ fault and cor- 
ruption.” This assertion is grounded 
especially upon this passage of Holy 
Writ, among many others, “ Neverthe- 
less, death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over them that had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam’s transgres- 
sion.”® When the Apostle speaks of 
death reigning over them that had not 
so sinned, he evidently speaks of infants, 
those who died at too early an age to 
have had any opportunity of imitating 
their first parent, and therefore whose 
sin could not stand in the following of 
Adam. And his argument is this, — 
“ Death passed upon all men, for that 

^ Rom. V. 14. 
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all have sinned,”® or because all have 
sinned; sin, therefore, is the cause of 
death; but death has also passed upon 
infants who are unable actually to com- 
mit sin, therefore, even in infants, there 
is this original “ fault and corruption,” 
or they would not fall victims to that 
which is declared in Scripture to be the 
punishment of sin. 

This, then, sufficiently establishes the 
assertion of the Article, without dwelling 
upon those well-known texts, “ Who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean.” 
“ Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and 
in sin did my mother conceive me.”* 
“We were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others.”® 

« Rom. V. 12. Job xiv. 4. 

® Psalm li. 5. 

® Eph. ii. 3. Upon this last passage, Melancthon 
says, “ Children of wrath is a Hebrew phrase ; it 
signifies guilty or condemned, not only for their 
actual offences, but for that corruption of nature 
which we bring with us into the world, not contract 

B 5 
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Nothing, then, can be more distinctly 
demonstrated from Scripture, than the 
existence of this “ Original or Birth 
Sin,” a doctrine which has met with more 
opposition from the wise ones of the 
world, and even from many calling 
themselves the members of the Church 
of England, than almost any other of 
the vital truths of the religion of Jesus 
Christ. 

We proceed to the next clause of the 
Article before us, which states the effects 
of this original malady of our fallen 
nature, “ Whereby man is very far gone 
from original righteousness, and is of 
his own nature inclined to evil, so that 
the flesh lusteth always contrary to the 
spirit, and, therefore, in every person 
bom into this world, it deserveth God’s 
wrath and damnation.” We will not, 
in a discourse which is intended simply 

from example.” — Melanctlwris Common Places, 
quoted by Scott, Contin. Milner, vol. ii. p. 223. 
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to instruct those who are seeking scrip- 
tural instruction for the purpose of its 
great and blessed practical results, viz., 
that it may be “a light to their feet, 
and a lantern to their paths,”* occupy 
your time by adverting to the' inter- 
minable controversies which have arisen 
upon the first phrase of this paragraph, 
“ Very far gone from original righteous- 
ness it is enough merely to mention 
that, while some divines contend that all 
which is intended to be implied by these 
words is, that there is a “ natural tend- 
ency to evil,” or a strong “ evil bias” in 
our nature ; others taking the terms of 
the Latin Article,® to explain the Eng- 
lish, interpret it, “ altogether removed 
from original righteousness,” and as re- 
gards the things of God, entirely alien- 
ated from them. Happily, however, 
neither the Word of God, nor the word 
of the Church, has left so important a 


' Psalm cxix. 105. 


* Quam lon^ssime distet. 
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doctrine to be determined by a single 
phrase. This is the language of the 
Bible : — 

“ Every imagination of man’s heart is 
only evil continually.” * “ The heart is 

deceitful above all things, and desper- 
ately wicked.”^ “ There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God.”® “ They are all gone out 
of the way ; they are together become 
unprofitable ; there is none that doeth 
good, no not one.”® 

The language of our Church is, as 
might reasonably have been expected, 
most fully and entirely in accordance 
with the revealed Word of our God. 

Hear, for instance, the following ex- 
tract from the Homily for Whit-sunday ; 
“ Man, of his own nature, is fleshly and 
carnal, corrupt and naughty, sinful and 
disobedient to God, without any spark 

3 Genesis vi, 5. Jeremiah xvii. 9. 

* Rom. iii. 11. ® Rom. iii. 12. 
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of goodness in him, without any virtuous 
or godly motion, only given to evil 
thoughts and wicked deeds.”’’ Again, 
from the second Homily on “ the misery 
of man,” after quoting those passages 
of Scripture which record our fallen 
and corrupt state, it adds, “ Thus we 
have heard how evil we be of our- 
selves, how of ourselves and by our- 
selves, we have no goodness, help, or 
salvation, but contrariwise, sin, damna- 
tion, and death everlasting.”® “We have 
heard how that of ourselves, and by 
ourselves, we are not able either to think 
a good thought, or work a good deed, so 
that we find in ourselves no hope of sal- 
vation, but rather whatsoever maketh 
unto our destruction.”® Again, from the 
Homily, “ on the nativity of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.”* By the fall of Adam “ it 
came to pass, that as before he was 
blessed, so now he was accursed ; as be- 

» Page 390, edit. 1802. * Page 14. 

» Page 15. 1 Page 338. 
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fore he was loved, so now he was abhor- 
red ; as before he was most beautiful and 
precious, so now he was most vile and 
wretched in the sight of his Lord and 
Maker ; instead of the image of God, he 
was now become the image of the devil ; 
instead of the citizen of heaven, he was 
become the bond-slave of hell, having in 
himself no one part of his former purity 
and cleanness, but being altogether spot- 
ted and defiled ; insomuch that now he 
seemed to be nothing else but a lump of 
sin, and therefore by the just judgment 
of God was condemned to everlasting- 
death.” It is unnecessary, after these 
extracts from our accredited formularies, 
to say which of the two interpretations 
of “very far gone from original righte- 
ousness,” appears to possess the authority 
of the Church. But we have not yet 
concluded the Article. It continues thus, 
“ and this infection of nature doth re- 
main, yea in them that are regenerated, 
whereby the lust of the flesh, called in 
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Greek, <rafxor, which some do ex- 

pound, the wisdom, some sensuality, 
some the affection, some the desire of 
the flesh, is not subject to the law of 
God. And though there is no condem- 
nation for them that believe and are 
baptised, yet the Apostle doth confess, 
that concupiscence and lust hath of itself 
the nature of sin.” 

Here the Article distinctly marks the 
fact, that even in the regenerate, not- 
withstanding their change of heart, and 
renewal of nature, and pardon of trans- 
gression, there is still “ this infection ” 
remaining, so that they are never, while 
in this world, perfectly subjected to the 
law of God, but are continually exposed, 
throughout the whole of their Christian 
course, to .the attacks of sensuality,' 
and the desires of the flesh. How en- 
tirely the view taken, in the clause we 
are considering, of this infection of our 
nature remaining in the regenerate, is 
conformable to the Word of God, will 



16 


DISCOURSE I. 


immediately appear from Romans vii., 
where St. Paul declares, speaking, as 
we most fully believe, of his own Chris- 
tian experience after he had become 
regenerate, “ The good that I would, I 
do not ; but the evil which I would not, 
that I do. For I delight in the law of 
God after the inward man ; but I see 
another law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin which 
is in my members.” 

Surely nothing can more clearly illus- 
trate the “infection of our nature,” which 
the Article says, ‘ ‘ doth remain in them 
that are regenerated,” than these admis- 
sions of St. Paul. If, however, there be 
any who do not believe that the Apostle, 
in these verses, really spoke of himself 
after his conversion, we would refer them 
to the fifth chapter ofGalatians,where they 
will find the same truths as unequivocally 
stated in apas sage which no Commen- 
tator has ever doubted was applied to the 
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regenerate. “ This I say then, walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh ; and these are contrary the one to 
the other, so that ye cannot” (although 
true converts, and therefore undoubtedly 
regenerated,) “ do the things that ye 
would.”® But let us turn to the most 
blessed conclusion of this most humiliat- 
ing Article, viz., that although all par- 
take of this original sin, although all re- 
tain “the infection” of it throughout 
life, and are in a greater or less degree 
from time to time drawn aside by it from 
the laws of God, and from the paths of 
holiness, and though these very desires 
which thus draw them have “ the nature 
of sin,”® yet that “there is no condemna- 
tion for them that believe and are bap- 
tized.”* 

This is the healing which came upon 

® Gal. V. 16, 17. ^ Mark xvi. 16. 

4 Rom. viii. 1 . 
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the wings of the second Adam, for the 
great and deadly wound inflicted upon 
all his posterity by the first. In vain 
did Satan hope that by the ruin of our 
great federal Head, and the consequent 
degradation of the whole species, he 
should ensure the destruction of the 
whole; “God so loved the world that 
He gave His only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.”® Here 
then was a remedy, quite co-extensive 
with the disease, nay, more than co-ex- 
tensive, for has not the unerring Word 
declared, “ For as by one man's dis- 
obedience many were made sinners, so 
by the obedience of one, shall many be 
made righteous. But where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound. That as 
sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
might grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”® 

5 John 1 . 12. ® R( m. v* 19< 
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The result then of the whole Article is 
this, that as by the imputation of the sin 
of the first Adam, all men fell, and the 
nature of all men became corrupt, and 
all men “ deserved God’s wrath and 
damnation,”’^ so through the atoning sa- 
crifice of the second Adam, all “that 
believe and are baptised,”® are freed from 
condemnation, and are made partakers 
of everlasting life. 

And now, brethren, were we to con- 
clude here, although perhaps we might 
hope that we had explained the Article 
before us, and shown its perfect accord* 
ance with the declarations of Omnipo- 
tence ; nay, more, though we might 
venture to trust that most of our hearers 
would acquiesce in the conclusions at 
which we have arrived, still not a single 
individual might carry away from this 
house of prayer a deeper conviction of 
his own lost and ruined state by nature, 
and of his own actual sinfulness and un- 
^ Mark xvi. 16. ® Acts xviii. 8. 
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profitableness. Yet this is the point, 
which if it be not effected, would leave 
all our declarations of general sinfulness 
merely “ as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal.”* 

How difficult, how utterly impos- 
sible is it for any human teacher to 
effect this ; we may convince the mind, 
but it is God alone who can convince the 
conscience and really reach the heart. 
May that blessed Being, even God the 
Holy Ghost, whose peculiar prerogative 
it is thus to convince of sin, send home 
this day the arrow of conviction to the 
hearts of some who have hitherto, from 
very carelessness and thoughtlessness, 
escaped all personal application of this 
most humbling doctrine. 

We will not occupy your time by sup- 
posing that we address gross and outward 
sinners, persons living in the commission 
of profaneness, of impiety, of adultery, 
of fornication, of any of those works of 
» 1 Cor. xiii. 1. 
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darkness, which though hidden from the 
eye of man, are, as the Word of God 
assures us, all “ written in the light of 
God’s countenance,”* all prepared against 
that great and coming day, when men 
will need no other accusers and no other 
witnesses to strike them speechless, and 
to testify to the justice of their condemna- 
tion. To such it is unnecessary to speak; 
we would rather address ourselves to the 
moral, and the upright, and the amiable ; 
you who have filled and are filling the 
different relationships of life in the most 
irreproachable and unexceptionable man- 
ner, and its duties with so much honour 
and equity that even your enemies, if 
you have any, are compelled, like Pilate 
of old, to say, “ I find no fault in this 
man.”* 

It is to you especially that we speak, 
when we say, that all we have this day 
advanced of the sinfulness and corruption 
of our nature and of the entire absence 
* Ps. xc. 8. * Luke xxiii. 4. 
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of original rig;hteousness, applies as dis- 
tinctly and as completely to yourself, be 
your rank and station what they may, as 
to the guiltiest and the most abandoned 
of vour fellow-sinners. All these virtues 

•4 

upon which you pride yourself, will not 
in any, the slightest degree, avail you, as 
proving that you are an exception to the 
general rule of a fallen nature, a corrupt 
and sinful heart, a mind utterly alienated 
from God and His righteousness, which 
is the lot of every child of Adam. Your 
virtues may exist, we do not in the least 
desire to deny it, we do not wish even to 
underrate them ; the fall of Adam did not 
destroy them, it left much, very much of 
amiability and kindness, and honour and 
integrity still in the corrupt and guilty 
heart : there they lie, like the beautiful 
fragments of some fair column, each fair 
and lovely in itself, yet each a ruin, and 
where all collected, forming but a ruin 
still. The column which was shattered 
to atoms by the fall of Adam, was the 
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righteousness of our nature, its purity and 
holiness, its entire love to God, and like- 
ness to His image, and conformity to His 
will. These, in the natural heart have 
all disappeared, and those moral virtues 
of kindness to your friends, and affection 
to your family, and honour and integrity 
to all, in which you are rejoicing, are 
merely like the leaves of the capital of 
the column, which are here and there 
scattered amidst the ruin of the mass, 
undestroyed indeed, but as regards the 
column in its present state, utterly useless. 
Put them all together, and you could not 
re-erect the column, no not one single 
foot of the column; all that you could 
gather up would be but these mere orna- 
mental appendages, which, detached from 
the shaft on which they grew, are as 
worthless as they are fair and frail. To 
convince you of sin, therefore, we would 
not inquire into the duties of the second 
table of God’s commands, easy as it 
might, perhaps, be to convict you even 
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there, of unworthy motives, amidst your 
proudest virtues ; but we would urge you 
to try yourself by the duties of tho first 
table, your allegiance to God. 

God demands your whole heart ; He 
requires truth in the inward parts ; 
purity in the imagination and thoughts. 
How will you answer when tried by such 
a standard ? Are there no thoughts ad- 
mitted into your heart and entertained 
there, which are dishonourable to God, 
injurious to your neighbour, disgraceful 
to yourself? Have you no thought there 
which you would scruple to declare even 
before this assembly of sinners like your- 
self? Would you have no objection to 
repeat aloud before all here present, every 
vain and foolish and wicked imagination 
which has occupied your mind since you 
arose this morning, or even since you 
entered these doors How much more 
need you then to be ashamed before a 
perfectly pure and holy God. Not to 
speak of proud, covetous, vain, ambi- 
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tious, wanton thoughts, how niany 
thoughts of unthankfulness for the mer- 
cies of God, of impatience under His 
trials, of repinings under His Providences, 
of disregard and forgetfulness of Himself. 
Are you free from these things? Does 
a single day ever pass over you without, 
we will not say one such sinful imagina- 
tion, but without many such breaking in 
upon you, and carrying you away captive 
almost before you are sensible of their 
attack. If this be the case, and if you 
have lived twenty, thirty, or forty years 
in this world of sin, who can tell the 
length of that dark scroll written within 
and without, with guilty thoughts, un- 
profitable words, and unholy actions, 
which no eye but God’s has seen, and no 
hand but His has registered ? 

Again, God commands that “ all men 
should honour the Son even as they 
honour the F ath er . ” ^ Have you through 
life fulfilled this great and obvious duty ? 

® John V. 23. 
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have you loved the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all your heart, and mind, and soul, 
and strength ? Have you dwelt upon 
the great things He has done and suf- 
fered for you, till your soul has been 
filled with the deepest gratitude, and 
your heart with the most obedient, self- 
denying love ? Have you hated, and 
endeavoured to renounce, all sin, re- 
membering what it cost this adorable 
Saviour to redeem your souls ? Alas ! 
who can come forth acquitted — who can 
pass unscathed througli such an ordeal ? 
Who will not, if he know his heart, be 
obliged to confess. Here, O my God, 
I stand utterly condemned ; I liave no 
word to sjieak, no cause to show why 
judgment should not be passed on me. 
What is the result, then, at which we 
arrive ? Is it not this, that were there 
no scriptural foundation for the truths of 
which we have this day spoken ; were 
the whole doctrine of “ original, or 
birth-sin,” blotted from the Bible, our 
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case at least, as sinners before God, 
would not be in any, the slightest degree, 
improved or altered by it ; there would 
still remain sufficient, fully sufficient in 
the lives and in the hearts, even of the 
best among us, to sink us to perdition. 
How strange then is it, that men deny 
this doctrine, and dispute, and cavil, 
and contest it, as if, could they once get 
rid of this, they should stand acquitted 
before God ; while, if they knew their 
own hearts, they wmuld admit that of all 
those wretched beings who have now 
commenced an eternity of woe, there is 
not an individual who lias not merited 
and obtained his sad pre-eminence in 
misery, by his own neglect of the Sa- 
viour, his own continuance in sin, his 
ow'n apostasy from God. 

May the review of these great truths 
send each of us to his own heart in 
serious, earnest self-examination : — Am 
I a sinner by natnre and by practice ? Am 
I convinced with the Apostle of old, that 
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“ in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth 
no good thing;”* and do I in conse- 
quence “ abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes ?”* 

Be assured, brethren, there is not one 
soul among ns who can answer these in- 
quiries as the Word of God would have 
us answer them ; who shall not, in God's 
good time, if he approach Him through 
the blood of his dear Son, if he seek 
repentance and pardon as His gifts, 
through the atoning merits and ever- 
living intercession of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, shortly hear those blessed words, 
“ I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy 
transgression for mine own sake, and 
will not remember thy sins.”® 

* Rom. vii. 18. * Job xlii. 0, ® Isa. xliii. 25. 
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John vi. 44. 

NO MAN CAN COME TO ME, EXCEPT THE FATHER 
WHICH HATH SENT ME DRAW HIM.” 

The Tenth Article of our Church, to 
which we are to apply ourselves this 
morning, is, perhaps, among the most 
difficult, and to many persons the 
most offensive, tliat we shall meet with 
throughout the whole of the enquiry 
in which we are engaged. Let us then 
approach it in a spirit of true humility, 
not expecting to find that subject plain 
and simple which godly men in all ages 
have found obscure and difficult, but 
contented if we can discern the language 
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of our God in the words of our Church, 
and if we can, by the aid of the Spirit of 
wisdom and truth, deduce some useful 
practical lessons, from a subject upon 
which too many are satisfied to reason, 
and to speculate, and to dogmatize, until 
all spiritual benefit is frittered away, and 
the mind itself, fatigued and harassed, 
in “ wandering mazes lost,” finds no rest 
for the sole of its weary foot. This is 
the language of the Tenth Article — 

Of Free Will. 

“ The condition of man after the fall 
of Adam is such, that he cannot tiirn 
and prepare himself, by his own natural 
strength and good works, to faith and 
calling upon God.” 

You will observe how naturally and 
incontrovertibly this declaration grows 
out of the preceding Article. In that 
Article our Church has, as we think, 
pronounced her opinion in favour of the 
entire corruption and alienation from 
God of “ the nature of man, who is 
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naturally engendered of the offspring of 
Adam.” Believing then his corruption 
to be thus complete, it follows, as a 
matter of indisputable truth, that he 
can have no inclination or will, and con- 
sequently no power, to turn and prepare 
himself to faith and calling upon God ; 
for, if he naturally jiossesscd this will, 
if he had by nature any, the smallest 
desire after God, any, the smallest incli- 
jiation to believe, to obey, and to call 
uj)on God, then, by so much, his corrup- 
tion would not be entire ; as regarded, 
at least, these duties of the Christian life, 
he would not be at all “ gone from ori- 
ginal righteousness.” 

And this appears to be nearly all that 
our Church intended to assert in the 
Article before us, that in consequence of 
the fall of Adam, his corrupt and fallen 
posterity will never naturally choose, and 
therefore can never naturally perform, 
that which is spiritually good before (}od. 

There is, therefore, the most perfect 
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consistency between the statements of the 
preceding Article, and of the present. 
The former represents man as “born 
in iniquity, and conceived in sin the 
latter represents him as unable, in conse- 
quence of the fall of Adam, “ by his own 
natural strength,” to emerge from this 
state of guilt and pollution. 

That the Church maintains the same 
opinion in all her accredited formu- 
laries, may be seen by a very briq^“ 
reference to her Homilies and Liturgy, 
which are entirely pervaded by the 
doctrine of the Article before us. Take 
for example the following extract from 
the first Homily on Repentance : — “ So 
must we beware and take heed, that we 
do in no wise think in our hearts, imagine, 
or believe, that we are able to repent 
aright, or to turn effectually unto the 
Lord by our own might and strength. 
For this must be verified in all, ‘ With- 
out me ye can do nothing. Again, 
^ Psalm li. V. * John xv. 5. 
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‘ of ourselves we are not able so much 
as to think a good thought.’ And in 
another place, ‘ It is God that worketh 
in us both the will and the deed.’“ For 
this cause, although Jeremiah had said 
before, ‘ If thou return, O Israel, return 
unto me, saith the Lord;’ yet after- 
wards he saith, ‘ Turn tJiou me, O 
Lord, and I shall be turned.’”* The 
same truth will be found, expressed 
with equal clearness, in the Homily on 
“ The misery of all mankind.” In the 
second Homily on “ The Passion,” in 
the third part of the ‘ ‘ Homily for Roga- 
tion Week,” to all of which I would 
rather refer you, than quote from them, 
in the hope that such a reference may 
induce some among you not only to read, 
but attentively to search those valuable 
documents, which, however obsolete in 
their phraseology, well deserve to occupy 
the next place to the W ord of God itself, 
in the heart of every inquiring member 
* Phil. ii. 13. 8vo. Oxford, p. IS.I. 

C 5 
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of the Church of England. If from the 
Homilies we pass to the Liturgy, we 
shall find the same doctrine equally pre- 
valent. At one time we declare our 
solemn conviction to Almighty God that, 
“ Through the weakness of our mortal 
nature, we can do no good thing without'”^ 
Him. At another, we beseech him, that 
as by his “ special grace preventing us. 
He does put into our minds good desires, 
so by His continual help we may bring 
the same to good eft'ect.’'® And at all 
times, and in all our services, we speak 
the language of those who feel in their 
hearts that they “ have no power of 
themselves to help themselves,”^ and 
therefore continually beseech of God to 
“ incline” their hearts to serve Him, and 
to keep his law. 

It would, however, be saying little to 
assert that the Church were consistent 

5 Collect for the first Sunday after Trinity. 

® Collect for Easter-day. 

^ Collect for the second Sunday in Lent, 
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with herself, if we could not also show' 
that she w^cre equally consistent witli the 
revealed Word of God. 

Perhaps the words of niy text alone 
would sufficiently bear us out in the 
assertion, No man can come to me 
except the Father draw him,” but the 
Old Testament and the New are equally 
full and unambiguous upon this important 
point. If, for instance, in the Prophets, 
Epliraim bemoan himself, this is his 
language, ^ ^ Surely after that 1 was turned , 
1 repented and again, Turn thou me 
and I shall be turned.”^ If David ask 
for help, it is with a consciousness of 
weakness which seems scarcely able to 
find expressions sufficiently strong ; thus 
he prays that God would open his eyes,' 
and (piicken," and strengthen,” and 

enlarge”^ his heart, — create in him 
a clean heart, and renew a right spirit 
within him.”® If the apostles speak of 
the natural man, they hesitate not to 

® Jer. xxxi. 19. .Fer. xxxi. 18. 

' Ps. cxix. 18. 25. 28. 32. ^ Ps. li. 10, 11. 
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describe him as a corpse, from which all 
will, all power, all strength, with respect 
to spiritual things, yea, even life itself, 
has departed.* 

Enough then has, we trust, been said, 
to show that, in the Article before us, 
our Church is consistent with truth, 
with herself, and with the revealed Word 
of her God, when she says that “ after 
the fall of Adam” man ‘‘ cannot turn 
and prepare himself, by his own natural 
strength and good works, to faith and 
calling upon God.”"* 

® Ephesians ii. 1. Romans v. 6. 

^ It may also be interesting to some among yon tf» 
know that on this subject our Church agrees entirely 
with the opinion of all the Reformers, as expressed 
in the celebrated “ Confession of Augsburg,*’ drawn 
up by Luther and Melancthon in 1530, in the 
eighteenth Article of which we read, that “ The 
human will possesses liberty for the performance of 
civil duties,” or the duties between man and man in 
civil life, and to choose tilings subject “ or submitted 
to reason; but it has not power without the Holy 
Spirit to perform spiritual righteousness,” — Scotfs 
Continuation of Milner ^ p. 35. 



ARTICLE X. 


37 


We proceed to the second portion of 
the Article. “ Wherefore we have no 
power to do good works, pleasant and 
acceptable to God, without the grace of 
God by Christ preventing (or going 
before) us, that we may have a good 
will, and working with us when we have 
that good will.” 

In the Ninth Article, as you will recol- 
lect, there is a dirc'ct reference made to 
the Pelagians, whose opinion it was espe- 
cially intended to controvert. That fact 
forms a key to the intention of the Ar- 
ticles generally, for almost all of them 
were constructed to correct some error 
which had at one period or another crept 
into the Church. Thus in the passage 
of the Tenth Article, which we have just 
read, there are allusions to the false opi- 
nions of two classes of heretics, the Pela- 
gians and the Semi-Pelagians. 

“ The Pelagians thought that man 
was so entire in his liberty that there was 
no need of any other grace but that of 
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pardon, and of proposing- the truths of 
religion to men's knowledge, but that the 
use of these was in every man’s power.”’’ 
In opposition to this, the Article dis- 
tinctly declares, that of ourselves “ we 
have no power” to avail ourselves of 
these things, even if they were proposed 
to us. Again, the Sc-mi-Pelagians as- 
serted, that “ an assisting inward grace 
was necessarj’^ to enable a man to g(» 
through all the hai-der steps of religion ; 
but with that they thought that the first 
turn, or conversion of the will to God, 
was th(! effect of a man s own free 
choice.”® In opposition to this uuserip- 
tural statement, the Article not only de- 
clares that the “ grace of God by Christ” 
must work with us when we have a good 
will, but that it must go l)efore us that 
we “ may have this good will.” 

Towards the middle of the last cen- 
tury, if we may judge by many of the 
printed discourses which we meet with, 

® Bumet, p. 162. 8vo. Oxford. ® Ibid, 
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there was much actual Pelagianism in 
the rciligion of the Christian world, hut, 
blessed be God, since tlu', return to the 
doctrines of the Reformation has by his 
grace been rapidly extending, this error 
has almost entirely disappeared. It be- 
came, in faet, too flagrant for the im- 
proved degree of Scriptural light abroad 
in the world, and Satan’s cflbrts, there- 
fore, have long been, and now arc, em- 
ployed in deluding men with the less 
flagrant, hut scarcely less dangerous, 
error of those to M'hom the conclusion of 
the Article so incontrovertibly replies, 
viz., those who think they need as- 
sisting, hut not “ preventing” grace. 

It is astonishing to find how many 
there are even among the members of 
the Church of England, who, perhaps 
unconsciously, but nevertheless, unques- 
tionably, hold these semi-pelagian doc- 
trines. Consider for a moment, whether 
there may not be some, even among 
yourselves, who are not wholly freed 
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from them. You have no hesitation in 
allowing that the grace of God must 
assist a man’s own endeavours, indeed 
you would consider it most unscriptural 
to deny the co-operation of divine grace, 
but then you would consider it quite as 
erroneous to assert the prcveniciicy of 
divine grace. You would hesitate to 
avow that the good work must be begun 
in your heart by some external power, 
that God must first change, or turn, or 
incline the heart, before it can believe, or 
love, or obey. This is the important link 
in the chain which is so often wanting, 
and without which the whole chain falls 
broken and powerless to the ground. For 
remark only the absolute inconsistency to 
which it drives you. You acknowledge 
the truth of those affecting views of 
human depravity and heart corruption, 
which the Ninth Article asserts and 
which all Scripture has affirmed. You 
acknowledge that man must use his best 
efforts, and his most sincere endeavours, 
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and that the grace of God must assist 
him in carrying them on to perfection. 
But do you see no chasm, no hiatus 
here ? Where are these best endeavours 
to spring from, when all is bad ? In 
what are these holy resolutions to take 
their rise, where all is unholy and pol- 
luted ? Can it be in the soil of the 
natural heart, which the Word of God 
has declared to be “ only evil and that 
continually,” that these seedling graces 
are to be engendered ? Can it be amid 
the fruits of the natural heart, the whole 
of which our Lord has emptied out before 
us, and shown them to be only “ evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica- 
tions, thefts, false witness, blasphemies,” 
that we are to find the blessed fruits of 
righteousness, and godliness, and true 
holiness, thickly intermingled ? Can 
they be indigenous in such a worse than 
barren soil, thriving amidst such noxious 
and poisonous companions ? Is it not 
then an obvious absurdity to assert that 
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if the grace of God merely co-operate 
with our honest endeavours, all will be 
well. Surely far more than this is abso- 
lutely indispensable to tlic production of 
a single fruit of holiness and true righte- 
ousness. And this the Article distinctly 
provides for wlien it says tliat the work 
niHst hcijhi from God; when it asserts 
that the grace of God must first give us 
the good will ” and then work wdth 
us, in carrying the good intentions wdiich 
He has given us, into eftect. So per- 
fectly consistent wdth that declaration of 
Holy Writ, For it is God tliat worketh 
in you both to will and to do, of his 
good pleasure.” 

It is most important that you should, 
bv earnest self-examination discover, 
and by the assistance of God’s good 
Spirit abjure this error, if you arc still 
entangled in it. Until this has been 
effected, you can never participate in 
those lowly views of yourself, and those 
exalted views of the sovereignty of God, 
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without which true spirituality of mind 
cannot exist : for it is not until the heart 
is fully persuaded of its own ruined state 
by nature, and of its consequent inability 
of itself to repair the ruin, that, With 
the lieart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness, and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation.”^ 

Tliere is no doubt that the great and 
general opposition to the vital truth of 
which we are speaking is to be traced, 
in the first instance, to the pride and 
self-sufficiency of our corrupt nature. 
But when tliis is in some degree re- 
moved, there is often to be found a strong 
hostility to it in many minds, arising 
from a total misapprehension of it. The 
first of tliese can only be removed by the 
direct act of God's grace ; to the second 
of these let us endeavour for a few 
moments to apply the remedy of at least 
a clear statement of the difficulty, if we 


^ Romans x. 10. 
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cannot remove it altogether. You, then, 
who conscientiously differ from your 
Church in this particular, perhaps are 
led to do so r by the following misap- 
prehension of the subject under con- 
sideration. You consider that if the 
work of turning and “ preparing our- 
selves to faith and calling upon God ” 
must thus so entirely originate in God, 
then man becomes a mere machine, and 
ceases to be either a free agent or a 
responsible being. This arises, perhaps, 
in a great measure, from confounding 
free agency with free will. If, as we 
believe, all men are by nature in a total 
state of alienation from God, and if the 
means of turning to God were not freely 
offered to every individual, then there 
would be to some a 7iatural impossibility 
of turning to God ; they would not be 
free agents, which they unquestionably 
are, or they could not be responsible : 
but if the means of so turning to God 
are offered to all, and if the stubbornness 
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and the corruption of the will alone pre- 
vents them from accepting the means, 
then there is not a natural but only a 
moral impossibility, and this moral im- 
possibility, instead of extenuating, ac- 
tually enhances their guilt. The man is 
a free agent, but he will not avail himself 
of the power which is offered him ; as 
our Lord said of the Jews, “ Ye will not 
come unto me that ye might have life,”** 
Most earnestly would we desire that 
every one among you who has ever felt 
the difficulty of this great truth, would 
view it thus ; for we cannot but believe 
that much of the opposition now mani- 
fested towards the doctrine would be at 
an end, if it were seen thus to leave 
the free agency of man, and conse- 
quently his responsibility, so entirely 
untouched. The example of the patri- 
arch Jacob has been considered as well 
illustrating this difficult subject. What 
^ John V. 40. 
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led him, at the close of his life, to go 
down into Egypt? Was he compelled 
to go thither ? Was he not a perfectly 
free agent? Was he not as free to 
remain in Canaan after the famine com- 
menced as before ? How w'as it, then, 
that at his advanced agi*. he should have- 
undertaken so improbable a task, so toil- 
some a journey ? Was there any restraint, 
any compulsion ? Was it not that he 
knew that his beloved son Joseph was 
there? that as soon as he heard of the 
waggons which his son had sent for him, 
his heart fainted within him for jo}'^ ? 
Surely this was no restraint, no compul- 
sion, nothing was done against his will ; 
his will itself was changed, and instead 
of desiring any longer to remain where 
he was, all his desire, all his anxiety 
now’, were to go to his beloved and long- 
lost son. So it is with ourselves. From 
the beginning to the end, our free agency 
is left untouched, our responsibility un- 
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impaired. When God bestows the will 
to turn to him, we, being willing in 
the day of his power, are as anxious to 
turn to him, as we have ever been in the 
days of our stubbornness and darkness to 
turn away. ' 

In conclusion, we Avould briefly en- 
deavour to establish the truth of this 

® Psalm cx. 3. 

* Perhaps Luther, in liis celebrated treatise on 
“ the bondage of the will,” has stated this most 
diflicult subject as clearly as it can be stated. He 
says, In fact, there is no restraint either on the 
Divine or the human will ; in both cases the will 
does what it does, whether good or bad, simply, and 
as at perfect libert}^, in the exercise of its owm faculty. 
.... A man who has not the Spirit of God, does 
evil willingly, and spontaneously. He is not violently 
impelled against his will, as a thief is to the gallow^s. 
..... Again, when the Holy Spirit is pleased to 
change the will of a bad man, the new man still acts 
voluntarily ; he is not compelled by the Spirit to de- 
termine contrary to his will, but his will itself is 
changed ; and die cannot now do otherwise than love 
the good, as before he loved the evil.” — Milner^ vol. 
ix. p. 280, 281. 
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great doctrine by your own personal ex- 
perience. We would .say, then, to those 
among you who are the most disinclined 
to receive this important fact, that man 
cannot, by his own natural strength, 
turn to God ; what testimony does your 
own heart bear to its truth, or to its 
falsehood ? 

You have from time to time heard the 
blessed truths of the Gospel freelj'" and 
fully proposed to you ; you have been 
told that “ its ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all its paths are peace you 
have been directed to the Lord Jesus 
Christ as an all-sufficient Saviour, and 
at the same time as one whose “ yoke is 
easy, and his burden light you have 
been convinced that your mortal life, 
when weighed in the balance against the 
eternity which is awaiting you, is com- 
paratively less than the lightest particle 
of dust which you can cast into the scale ; 
less in duration, less in importance, less 
Proverbs iii. 17. ^ Matt. xi. 30. 
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in everything by which men usually value 
the objects of fheir desires. We say you 
are perfectly convinced of this, we will 
not insult your understanding by sup- 
posing, even for a moment, that you 
doubt it. Now, then, let us inquire 
whether these acknowledged truths have 
produced that influence upon your hearts 
and lives, which, if you believe them to 
be true, every individual would most 
unhesitatingly assume them to have pro- 
duced. Are you at this moment living to 
that little speck of time, of which you have 
just confessed to yourself your utter con- 
tempt, or to that eternity, the grandeur 
and the dignity, and the unutterable im- 
portance of which, overpowers your con- 
templations? in other words, are you 
making God, and his Christ, and his 
heaven, and his “ great salvation,'’^ the 
first objects of your thoughts, your mo- 
tives, your actions, your life, or this 
world and its contemptible littleness ? 

Heb. ii. 33. 

D 
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If you are holiest, you may possibly 
be compelled to confess that, notwith- 
standing all your convictions, your 
hearts, your thoughts, your life, are the 
world’s, and the world’s alone. If so, 
can you, after this, attempt to impugn 
the doctrine which has this day been set 
l>efore you, that man “ cannot turn and 
prepare himself by his own natural 
strength to faith and calling upon 
God?” You are yourself, yes, every 
ungodly man is, a living testimony to 
its truth. Upon every other subject so 
entirely affecting self, your own peace, 
your own welfare, your own happiness, 
a tliousandth part of the reasoning, the 
exhortation, the conviction which you 
possess on this would have been sufficient, 
and more than sufficient, to have pro- 
duced a distinct and striking practiced 
result. Half this degree of conviction, 
for instance, that you were heir to an 
estate, and would you never yet have 
sought it? Half this degree of assurance, 
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that your house was in flames, and would 
you never yet have stirred one step to 
escape it ? It would be trifling to make 
such inquiries seriousl}?^. ¥ou know that 
you would. Then why has no real result 
been produced by your convictions with 
regard to time and eternity ? You will 
perhaps attempt to evade the full force of 
the reply by saying, because you have not 
deemed it necessary, because you do not 
consider that such a change of heart and 
life are really needed, because you have 
always intended to effect this change, at 
some future time, but it has not been your 
pleasure to effect it now. It is in vain to 
answer thus ; the only answer which 
would on any other subject satisfy a man 
of common consideration, is that with 
which the Word of God has furnished 
us, and which is equally irrefragable 
upon this, viz., because “ the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
unto him, neither can he know them, 

D 2 
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for they are spiritually discerned, be- 
cause therefore you “ cannot- turn and 
prepare yourself by your own natural 
strength and good works to faith and 
calling upon God,” and you have never 
either desired or sought a better strength 
than your own. Here is the reason that 
in spite of your convictions, you are at 
this moment all that you have ever been, 
a believer in an eternity, and yet de- 
voted to the follies and trifles of time ; a 
professed follower of God, and yet living 
six-sevenths of your time in an almost 
total forgetfulness of Him ; the possessor 
of a jewel of unutterable value, and your 
thoughts and desires all centered and 
settled upon the care of the worthless 
casket, in which, for a few short years, 
it is contained. 

Do not imagine that if this solution 
be the true one, then may you sit down 
contentedly and say, I am not turned to 
God, and I cannot turn myself to him ; 

“ 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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therefore at least I am guiltless, and if 
I perish, I perish at an unjust tribunal. 
No, brethren, we must not leave you 
with a feeling so false, ani so derogatory 
to the character of Him with whom you 
have to do. We grant that you are not 
turned t ) God, and that you cannot turn 
yourself — that you cannot be turned, as 
the Article says, “ by your own natural 
strength.” Here, then, is the solution 
of the whole matter. You have con- 
tented yourself with striving, if you 
have striven at all, in your own “natural 
strength,” while a giant’s arm is upon 
you, and unseen by you, holds you down 
to earth with a power which laughs your 
feebleness to scorn. You have struggled 
to arise from your thraldom, and shake 
off your enemy, while in fact you are 
utterly unable even to turn yourself be- 
neath his grasp. Let us then suppose 
that now, for the first time, your eyes are 
open to your real state, — and what are 
you to do ? Be not dismayed ; look 
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fairly at this enemy who is standing over 
you, and under whose bondage you have 
so long lingered ; it is your own corrupt 
vMl. Struggle no longer then, in your 
natural strength, in the unequal con- 
flict ; it is enough to see your enemy — 
to know that by you he must for ever 
be invincible ; it would be a contradic- 
tion in terms to say even that you ever 
willingly or heartily opposed him ; every 
faculty of the mind, every afiection of 
the heart, is a disguised traitor, and in 
reality in league with him. If you are 
in earnest in your opposition, your course 
is plain, and the victory insured to you. 
Call on the strong for strength, cease 
from your own unaided efforts, cry with 
“ an exceeding great and bitter cry,”‘ 
for “ help from the sanctuary, and 
strength from out of Zion;” cry with 
the heart-broken consciousness of utter 
helplessness which the Apostle felt when 
he cried, “ 0 wretched man that I am, 

^ Gen, xxvii. 34. 
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who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death!”® And “ if the Son shall 
make yon free, then are you free in- 
deed.”^ Be assured, this is no doubtful 
declaration, for has he not himself de- 
clared, “ If you, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give his Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him !”* Is it not then a cer- 
tainty, a certainty as much as the ex- 
istence or the love of God himself is 
a certainty, that there never was, and 
that there shall never be, an instance 
of one human being who shall cry in 
sincerity, “ Turn thou us, O good Lord, 
and so shall we be turned,”® who shall 
not experience the power of his God ex- 
erted in his behalf, and who by that in- 
vincible power shall not be brought into 
the “ glorious liberty wherewith Christ 
makes his people free.”* Yes, brethren, 

* Rom. vii. 24. ^ John viii. 36. ** Luke xi. 13. 

® Service for Ash-Wednesday. • Gal. v. 1. 
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be but earnest, persevering in your en- 
treaties, and you shall be relieved from 
the bondage from which no human power 
can liberate you ; your will shall still be 
free, but then, free not as at present, to 
serve and follow sin, but free to love and 
obey God, and Jesus Christ whom He 
has sent ; free to “ run the way of God’s 
commandments;” free to choose those 
commands as among your greatest bless- 
ings ; free to “ delight in the law of 
God after the inward man,”® and to ex- 
claim with him of old, respecting all 
that now appears to you irksome and 
burdensome, and even hateful, “ Q how 
I love thy law !”* 

To the people of God among you, 
time will only allow me to speak a single 
word ; to you this doctrine is a blessed 
and a soul-encouraging doctrine. . You 
delight in referring all to God ; you love 
to acknowledge that He alone has made 
you to differ from others, and in return- 
® Rom. vii. 22. ® Ps. cxix. 97. 
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ing all the praise and all the glory to 
his holy name. Bear in mind only, 
more and more continually, the purpose 
for which he first worked jn you that you 
might have a good will, and now works 
with you since you have this good will ; 
it was that you might be “ a chosen ge- 
neration,^ an holy nation, a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.”® Fulfil 
then, by God’s grace, the great end of 
your being ; devote all you are, and all 
you have, to his holy and happy service, 
in a simple and blessed dependence that 
“ He who has begun this good work in 
you,” will, according to his most gra- 
cious promise, ‘ ‘ perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ.”® 

< 1 Pet. ii. 9. s Titus ii. 14. 

« Phil. i. C. 


n 
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Galatians ii. part of ver. 1C. 

«WE HAVE BELIEVED IN JESUS CHRIST, THAT WE 
MIGHT BE JUSTIFIED BY THE FAITH OP CHRIST, 
AND NOT BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW; FOR BY 
THE WORKS OF THE LAW SHALL NO FLESH BE JUS- 
TIFIED.»* 

As in commencing the consideration 
of that Article of our Church which we 
brought before you on Sunday last, we 
were constrained to say that it was the 
most difficult, and to many the most 
offensive, that would come under our 
notice, so must we say of that which is 
to form our subject to-day, that it is 
the most important, and the most com- 
fortable, of all the Articles propounded 
by our Church. It is the most import- 
ant ! for what question can for a moment 
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be put in competition with the inquiry, 
“What shall I do to be saved?” It is 
the most comfortable ! for what answer 
can stand an instant’s comparison with 
the reply, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved.” 

We need not inform you that this in- 
quiry and this reply, are embodied in the 
Article now before us. 

Art. 11 . — Of the Justification of Man. 

Before we read the Article, let us 
come to a clear and distinct understand- 
ing of the subject upon which it treats. 
What then is meant by the justification 
of man ? It is certainly not merely his 
pardon, for the idea of pardon is very 
distinct from and very inferior to the idea 
of justification. Conceive, for instance, 
a prisoner charged with some crime and 
brought before the tribunal of his country. 
He is found guilty of the crime laid to 
his charge, but he is afterwards pardoned. 
He escapes the punishment of his guilt, 
but he does not escape the imputation of 
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guilt ; he is not justified. The judge 
looks upon that man as a guilty man, and 
he must for ever look upon himself in the 
same light. Nothing can replace the 
pardoned criminal precisely in the same 
position in society, which he occupied 
before he committed or was convicted of 
a crime. Now suppose a prisoner charged 
with some delinquency, of which it ap- 
pears upon his trial that another man is 
the perpetrator, and that he is wholly 
innocent. In this case he leaves the bar 
with a very diflPerent character from the 
former ; he departs an innocent man, 
without the shadow of an imputation 
resting upon his character ; he is, in fact, 
completely justified in the eyes of the 
judge, of the jury, of himself, and of 
all the world. The question then before 
us is this. How can a man stand before 
the tribunal of God and come away from 
that tribunal, not merely pardoned, but, 
as in the case we have been imagining, 
actually innocent, perfectly justified, no 
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stigma left upon his character, no stain 
upon his conscience, no spot of sin upon 
his soul ? It is clear that it cannot be, as 
in the case we have imagined, by his 
never having transgressed, because as 
the law of God now stands, and as we 
have already demonstrated, (while con- 
sidering the 9th Article,) “ there is no 
man that liveth and sinneth not.”* It 
must therefore be either by a total change 
in the law which he has broken, so that 
when tried according to its provisions it 
may appear that he never has trans- 
gressed ; or by some other method, which 
although it cannot find an exact parallel 
in human judicature, has been originated 
and acted upon by the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. 

By the first of these, the change or 
abrogation of the law of God, this justifi- 
cation can certainly never be effected ; 
for our Lord has said respecting that 
moral law, to which we refer, and which 
* 1 Kings viii. 46. 
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we all have broken, “One jot or one 
tittle of the law shall by no means pass 
away until all be fulfilled.”* Therefore, 
there can be no hope of a change in the 
verdict, from any change in the law. It 
is then to this other method that man can 
alone look to be accounted innocent, nay 
more than innocent, to be actually ac- 
counted righteous before God. And the 
intention of the 11th Article is simply to 
propound this method. These are the 
words of the Article, “We are accounted 
righteous before God only for the merit 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
by faith and not for our own works or 
deservings.” 

The method then appears to be this, 
that in our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, God of His infinite mercy has 
provided for us a surety or a substitute, 
who shall do for us what we could never 
do for ourselves, viz. offer to God a most 
perfect and unexceptionable obedience, 

* Matt, V. 18, 
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and that for the sake of this obedience 
even unto death, involving therefore all 
the unspeakable merits of the atonement, 
we, who believe, should h® “ accounted 
righteous before God:” or, as expressed 
in the language of Scripture, “ He hath 
made Him to be sin for us who knew no 
sin, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him.”® 

The Article then continues, “Where- 
fore, that we are justified by faith only, 
is a most wholesome doctrine, and very 
full of comfort ; as is more largely ex- 
pressed in the Homily of Justification,” 
or “ Salvation.” 

Strictly speaking, as you will have 
seen from the former part of the Article, 
we are justified by the merits of Christ 
only ; when the Article, therefore, says, 
“ we are justified by faith only,” it 
merely refers the effect, from the cause, 
to the instrument. The merits of Christ 
are the causal means, but faith, or a 
*2 Cor. V. 21. 
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simple reliance upon those merits, is the 
iAstrumental means, and it is quite clear 
that it is as correct to state that we are 
justified by thq one as by the other. 

But while we are thus exalting faith, 
we must be careful to remember that it 
is but an instrument. It connects the 
sinner wdth the Saviour, but that is all ; 
as to its own merit, faith is as worthless 
as hope, or joy, or love, or any other 
grace, in causing or deserving the justi- 
fication of its possessor. This is very 
strikingly asserted at the close of the 2d 
part Homily on Salvation, where it is 
said that “John the Baptist, although a 
virtuous and godly man, referred all the 
people from himself to Christ, for the 
forgiveness of their sins, saying, ‘ Be- 
hold, yonder is the Lamb of God which 
takcth the sins of the world.’ (John i. 29.) 
So our faith in Christ saith unto us thus : 
— It is not I that take away your sins, 
but it is Christ only ; and to him only I 
send you for that purpose, forsaking 
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therein all your good virtues, words, 
thoughts, and works, and only putting 
your trust in God.”® 

To demonstrate that this great doc- 
trine of Justification by faith only, is 
“ wholesome,” as our Article calls it, 
or sound, it would be necessary and it 
would be perfectly easy to show that 
it is, in fact, the one great leading 
doctrine from Genesis to Revelations. 
As our time will not admit of this, we 
can only assert that every book in the 
Bible preaches the truth, which the 
Apostle preaches when he said, “ That 
no man is justified by the law in the 
sight of God, it is evident : for. The 
just shall live by faith.”® “ There- 
fore, we conclude that a man is jus- 
tified by faith without the deeds of 
the law.”’^ And still more distinctly in 
the text, “We have believed in Jesus 
Christ, that we might be justified by the 

® Homilies, 8vo. Oxford, p, 23. 

® Gal. iii. 11. ’’ Rom. iii. 28. 
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faith of Christ, and not by the works of 
the law ; for, by the works of the law 
shall no flesh be justified.” Indeed 
these quotations are of themselves amply 
sufficient ; for if it be the unerring Word 
of God, one assertion of that Word is 
as convincing as one thousand. If it 
be objected to this statement, that when 
the Apostles so clearly assert that no 
man is justified by works, they gene- 
rally add, by the “ works of the law,” 
and always intend the ceremonial law, 
it may not be needless to mention, that 
precisely the same thing is said of Abra- 
ham’, “ If Abraham were justified by 
works, he hath whereof to glory,”® while 
we need not remind you that Abra- 
ham was justified more than 400 years 
before the ceremonial law was given. 
It is then too obvious to admit of ar- 
gument, that the declarations of the 
Apostles include all laws and all works, 
and distinctly assert that in the matter 
« Horn. iv. 2. 
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of justifyitig a sinner before God, all 
ceremonies, all obedience, all virtues, 
all graces, all Christian duties, all 
Christian ordinances are utterly and 
entirely fruitless, and that “the merits 
of Christ Jesus alone,” applied to each 
heart by a true and living faith, must 
form the plea of each individual, of all 
that countless multitude who shall be 
acknowledged as the accepted people of 
God, and shall dwell around the throne 
of God and of the Lamb, throughout 
eternity. 

We shall not occupy your time by 
quotations from the Homilies, because 
the particular Homily referred to in the 
Article (viz., the Three Parts of “ the 
Homily on the Salvation of man,”) is so 
replete with this doctrine, that none who 
will take the trouble to refer to it, can 
fail of conviction. We shall content 
ourselves in corrobation of the doctrine, 
with a passage from the celebrated ser- 
mon of the judicious Hooker on Justifi- 
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cation, which deserves your attention 
not more from the great name of its 
Author, than from its own distinctness 
and beauty. “ The righteousness where- 
in we must be found,” says this admir- 
able writer, “if we will be justified, is 
not our own ; therefore, we cannot be 
justified by any inherent quality. Christ 
hath merited righteousness for as many 
as are found in Him. In Him God 
findeth us, if we be faithful ; for by faith 
we are incorporated into Christ. Then, 
although in ourselves we be altogether 
sinful and unrighteous, yet even the 
man who is impious in himself, full of 
iniquity, full of sin, him being found in 
Christ through faith, and having his 
sin remitted through repentance ; him 
God beholdeth with a gracious eye, 
putteth away his sin by not imputing it, 
taketh away the punishment due thereto 
by pardoning it, and accepteth him in 
Christ Jesus, as perfectly righteous as if 
he had fulfilled all that was commanded 
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him in the law — shall I say, more per- 
fectly righteous than if himself had ful- 
filled the whole law. I must take heed 
what I say ; but the Apostle saith, ‘ God 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin, that we might be made the righte- 
ousness of God in Him.’ Such we are 
in the sight of God the Father, as is the 
very Son of God himself. Let it be 
counted folly, or frenzy, or fury, or 
whatsoever, it is our comfort and our 
wisdom ; we <?are for no knowdedge in 
the world but this, that man hath sinned 
and God hath suffered, that God hath 
made himself the Son of Man, and that 
men are made the righteousness of God.” 

We shall, therefore, consider the 
wholesomeness or soundness of the great 
doctrine in question, abundantly esta- 
blished, and proceed to consider the 
comfort of it. The Article asserts that 
this truth, “ We are justified by faith 
only,” is “ very full of comfort.” To 
prove this to those among you, who, by 
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Divine grace, have been led to the full 
reception of its peace-giving declarations, 
will be sufficiently easy, but to convince 
those to whoip it is at present experi- 
mentally unknown, is indeed a most 
difficult and, of ourselves, hopeless task. 
One thing, however, we may attempt : 
we may show you that your present doc- 
trine is an uncomfortable one, so uncom- 
fortable, that as long as you retain it, 
you can never know that “ peace of God 
which passeth all understanding,”" the 
last, best legacy which the Prince of 
Peace bequeathed to his faithful fol- 
lowers. 

We need not particularise all those 
different methods which the pride, or the 
ignorance, or the wisdom of man has in- 
vented to occupy the place of this great 
doctrine of the Bible. We may class 
them together, and address all those 
among you who have been deceived by 
any one of them in the same language. 

» Phil. iv. 7. 
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We address you, then, who are hoping 
at the last great day, that you shall be 
“ accounted righteous,” because God is 
merciful, and you have endeavoured to 
do your duty honestly, and uprightly, 
and virtuously in your different vocations : 
You, also, who iii addition to this plea 
of the correctness of your moral duties, 
have provided yourself with another, and 
hope, that having in the different relations 
of life performed your own part well, the 
merits of the Lord Jesus Christ will avail 
to fill up your deficiencies : You, again, 
who have gone beyond the two preceding 
classes, and hope, that correct moral 
duties, and assiduous attention to spi- 
ritual duties, to prayer, to sacraments, 
to reading the Scripture, will fully 
supply your portion, and, the merits of 
the Saviour being freely added to them, 
cannot fail to satisfy God. We address 
you, one and all, and say upon the 
authority of the Word of God and of 
our Church, that your views are not 
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only as we have proved them to be, 
unwholesome, but most uncomfortable. 
They are all founded upon this one great 
error, that God will accept an imperfect 
obedience if it be sincere, in the place of 
that perfect obedience which He has a 
right to claim, and which He unques- 
tionably does claim at the hand of every 
individual sent into the world. 

We ask 3'ou then from what portion 
of the revealed Word you derive this 
opinion? We can show you the first 
great declaration respecting obedience ; 
it is this, “ Do this and live,”* or as am- 
plified and explained by Moses, “ Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all 
things that are written in the book of the 
law to do them.”* You will observe, 
there is not a single exception ; you must 
do all the things that God commands; 
and more, you must “ continue,” yes, 
fi-om the hour of your birth to the 
moment of your death, you must con- 
> Lev. xviiL 5, * Beat, xxvii. 26. Gal. iii. 10. 
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tinue to do them all, or there is no hope 
from this Covenant. Now we ask you in 
return to show us from the Word of God, 
any single passage, or any .correct combi- 
nation of passages, to prove that God 
has, under the Gospel dispensation, ever 
modified this command first given to 
Adam, and reiterated to Moses ; that 
God has ever promised to accept those 
who endeavour conscientiously to “ con- 
tinue in all things that are written in the 
book of the law,” to do them, although 
they only imperfectly succeed in the en- 
deavour. It is impossible. There is no 
such passage to be found. It would be 
an insult to the purity, and holiness, and 
justice of God to expect to find it. God 
can accept of nothing but a perfect 
obedience, or He would cease to be a 
perfect God. You are standing then 
altogether upon a wrong, a false, an un- 
wholesome imagination, — a mere imagi- 
nation, no shadow of foundation for 
which is to be found in the Scripture of 
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truth. The only difference that God has 
ever made in this first great law of perfect 
and unerring obedience, is, that when it 
became manif^t that no perfect law could 
be given which man would keep, a per- 
fect God who could neither ofi'er an im- 
perfect law, nor accept an imperfect 
obedience to a perfect law, sent His only- 
begotten Son into the world to render 
this perfect obedience, which no created 
being had ever rendered. Therefore we 
find in the language of prophecy the 
Saviour saying, “ A body hast thou pre- 
pared me, Lo ! I come to do thy will, O 
my God.”* I come to do what has never 
yet been done, to work out and “ to bring 
in an everlasting righteousness. God 
therefore obtained from the Surety that 
which He could never have received from 
us, and God still exacts this perfect 
righteousness from every individual who 
approaches Him ; but now, as the right- 

3 Heb. X. 5. Ps. xl. 7. Heb. x. 7. 

■* Dan. ix. 24. 
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eousness of Christ, or, as it is called in 
Scripture, ‘ ‘ the righteousness of God, it 
is ready for every believing penitent who 
is willing to receive it and to come before 
God, clothed in that and in that alone, 
and desiring with the Apostle to be found 
in Him, (i. e. in Christ,) “ not having 
mine own righteousness which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith 
of Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith.”* 

But grant for a moment that the 
scheme which we have been contending 
against were really true and wholesome, 
and would it not still be most un- 
comfortable ? For suppose that your 
views were correct ; that together with 
the righteousness of Christ there must 
be, in the way of merit, something 
of your own to offer before you can feel 
that you are “ accounted righteous 
before God that like the Israelites of 
old, you have a certain “ tale of bricks”^ 
* 2 Cor. V. 21. * Phil. iii. 9. ^ Ex. v. 18. 
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to render ; then, we would ask, who is 
to count them off at the end of each 
day’s work, and give you your discharge, 
and suffer y®u to lie down in quiet ? 
Who is to tell you when the tale is com- 
plete, and when you are really justified 
before God ? In the true scheme of the 
Gospel this is so easily ascertained, that 
the veriest babe in Christ could answer 


you. He would tell you that when, by 
God’s grace, you close with the offers of 
a crucified and all-sufficient Saviour, 
and cast your soul upon Him in a holy 
and scriptural confidence that he has 
power enough and grace enough to re- 
ceive you, to pardon you fully, and to 
love you freely — that even tlien we may 
say to you, as St. John to the young con- 
verts in his days, “ I write unto you, 
little children, because your sins are for- 
given,”* that you are then accounted 
righteous before God, that you then 
begin to “ run with patience the race 


® 1 Jolin ii. 12, 
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that is set before you, looking unto Jesus 
the Author and Finisher of your faith.”* 
This is God’s method of justifying the 
sinner. How different is your own ! you 
can never feel assured that you are really 
justified before God. The “ full as- 
surance of faith,”' as the Apostle to the 
Hebrews calls it, must ever be unknown 
to you ; there must always be, even to 
the most scrupulous, and most careful, 
and most pains-taking among you, a 
strong degree of uncertainty and doubt ; 
you will always be subject to this cor- 
roding and disti’essing feeling — That act 
of charity was miserably imperfect, such 
a mingling of motives, such a deficiency 
of love ! That prayer could never reach 
the mercy-seat, such wandering thoughts, 
such unholy imaginations ! That duty 
can never be well-pleasing to my heavenly 
Father, such reluctance and unwilling- 
ness, and almost dislike, even during the 
performance ! Can I have done, shall 

» Heb. xii. 1, 2. > Heb. x. 22. 
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I ever do, my part in this great work ? 
Such, if really conscientious, will be the 
feelings even of the best of those among 
you who are looking to any thing, how- 
ever trifling, however minute, to fill up 
the measure of the meritorious offering 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as the procuring 
cause of your justification. And such, 
although they know it not, is one of the 
most frequent causes of the dispiriting 
and gloomy feelings which religion im- 
parts to nine-tenths of those who make 
a kind of outward profession of it, with- 
out really obtaining the full and genuine 
feeling of the great truth of the text 
within their souls. We have often, in 
the course of our ministry, seen those 
whose days and nights have been occu- 
pied upon this important subject, read- 
ing, praying, thinking, striving, wearied 
in duties until they become irksome and 
almost hateful, and yet never knowing 
the feeling of a settled peace of soul. 
And why ? simply because they have 
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never been rightly instructed in the great 
work — ^liave never been taught to look 
altogether from themselves, and their 
own performances, to obtain peace — have 
never been led to cast themselves fully, 
entirely, and unreservedly, upon the 
“ full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice” 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Until this be 
done, there can be no justification, no 
pardon, and therefore no abiding scrip- 
tural peace. 

If we speak to any such at present, 
we would entreat you to listen while we 
address a few words to the true people of 
God, and may you learn by hearing what 
they possess, to discover what you stand 
in need of. 

To you, then, Christian brethren, we 
apply the words of the text, and say, 
“You have believed in Jesus Christ that 
you might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law.” 
But whence was this ? W ere you born 
thus ? Was there never a period when 
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you also were standing aside, without 
any comfortable” feelings of religion? 
Was there never a time when any among 
you felt it difficult even to thank God for 
your creation, (as our Church teaches you 
to do,) because you were so uncertain as 
to the coming eternity, that you felt 
your creation rather a grievance than 
a blessing to you ? And what has made 
you thus different from your former 
selves ? How are you now enabled to 
say, even from the ground of your 
hearts, “ Lord, it is good for us to be 
here with all the trials and the trou- 
bles of life, I bless thee for my creation ; 
I bless thee for calling me to pass over 
this little isthmus between two eternities, 
because I have, through thy grace, ob- 
tained the promise of the life which now 
is, and of that which is to come. I ask 
you, Christian brethren, how did you 
obtain this comfortable, peaceful, blessed 
feeling ? Did you acquire it from the 
® Matt. vii. 4. 
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proud consciousness of what is called a 
well-spent life ? Did you obtain it by 
looking back upon a perfect obedience to 
a perfect law, wbicb was fully sufficient 
to satisfy the strictest, demands of God ? 
Surely not thus did you acquire your 
present peace and your hope of future 
glory, or the inspired Word of our God 
would not have declared, “ If there had 
been a law given which could have given 
life, verily righteousness would have 
been of the law.” No, the law did for 
you tiMt for which it was given — not to 
insure a perfect obedience, but to convict 
you of your imperfect obedience : thus 
it became your schoolmaster to bring 
you to Christ. You have so frequently 
broken its precepts, and deserved its 
punishments, that although you have 
retained it, and ever will retain it, as a 
rule of life, you have long since given 
up tlie idea of a meritorious obedience 
to it as utterly hopeless, and you have 
fled from the terrors of a broken law to 

E 5 
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the love, and compassion, and righteous- 
ness of a crucified Saviour. You dis- 
covered by the teaching of the Spirit of 
God that you must go to Christ, and to 
Christ alone, for the means of justifica- 
tion before God, and by the aid of that 
Spirit you went to the Saviour, and fell 
at his feet, and cried, “ God be merciful 
to me a sinner.”* You went for pardon 
and for justification ; you carried nothing 
with you but your sins, and a most ear- 
ftest, heartfelt desire, to repent of them 
and forsake them ; you went simply to 
receive, not to pay ; you went as a beggar 
for an alms, as a culprit for your re- 
prieve, as a condemned prisoner for your 
life ; you believed that He whom you 
sought not only could, but would give 
what you sought. And what was the 
consequence ? You received all that you 
had asked — all that God had promised ; 
you received pardon and acceptance, 
forgiveness of all that had gone before, 

‘ Luke xviii. 13. 



ARTICLE XI. 


83 


grace and strength promised and pledged 
to you for all that is to come. “ There- 
fore,” as the Apostle says, “ therefore 
being justified by faith you have peace 
with God.”* You have no corroding fears 
for the past, no desponding anxieties for 
the future, you cannot have, or at least, 
you need not have ; you have been ‘ ‘ ac- 
counted righteous through the merits of 
Christ,” which are “unto all and upon all 
them that believe,”* says the unemng 
Word of God ; yes, “ unto all and upon 
all,” therefore, “ unto and upon ” the 
weakest, feeblest, youngest believer, who- 
ever with the hand of an infant faith, 
touched the hem of the Saviour’s gar- 
ment, and with His kind and merciful 
permission drew that garment as a 
covering over his own pollution, and 
nakedness, and sin. 

There is with you, no question, now, 
whether you have done enough to co- 
operate with your Saviour in this great 

Rom. V. 1. ^ Rom, iii. 22. 
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work 1 therefore there is no doubt with 
you, whether enough be done ; no uncer- 
tainty whether you are, or are not, justi- 
fied before God : you feel the full force 
and consolation of the Apostle’s words, 
“ Therefore it is of faith, that it might be 
by grace ; to the end the promise might 
be sure to all the seed.”^ That it might 
not be a matter of doubt, but of assur- 
ance to all the seed, to every member in 
Christ’s redeemed family, who has thus 
approached Him in a true and living 
faith, to receive that as an act of free 
favour, which others, in vain, are toiling 
to deserve. 

From this point then, you commence 
your Christian life ; being justified freely, 
you now “run the way of God’s com- 
mandments,” “obeying from the heart 
that form of doctrine which has been de- 
livered to you;” delighting in the service 
of Him who loved you and gave Himself 
for you ; deploring your many short- 


^ Rom. iv. 16, 
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comings, repenting of your many sins, 
but still holding on your way, through 
good and ill, through weal and wo, the 
hand of your Lord, guiding and sup- 
porting you in “all holiness and godli- 
ness of living,”® and you yourselves, 
bringing forth the fruits of faith, and 
resting in a simple, childlike reliance 
upon the declaration of our God, that 
“ whom he called, them he also justi- 
fied, and whom he justified,”® them also, 
he shall one day glorify for ever and 
ever. 

And now, brethren, we once more and 
only for a few moments, return to you 
whom we before addressed. Do you 
clearly perceive the difference between 
these persons and yourselves, as regards 
the Lord Jesus Christ? 

You are willing to take the Saviour 
with you when you go up for justification 
to the tribunal of God ; they depended 
upon his taking them. You would not 
* 1 Tim. ii. 2. ® Rom. viii. 80. 
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expect to be accounted righteous for your 
own merits alone; they would not for a 
moment imagine that they had ever 
done a single deed which deserved the 
name of merit; if reminded of them, 
they would ask with unfeigned astonish- 
ment, “ Lord, when saw we thee an hun- 
gered, or athirst, or naked, or in prison, 
and ministered unto thee ?”^ To you, the 
Lord Jesus Christ is a valuable co-adju- 
tor ; to them, he is “ all in all ;”® for he 
is “ made unto them, wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and re- 
demption.”® You are “ working for 
salvation,” as an object at which you 
shall one day arrive, they are “ work- 
ing from salvation ” as the object at 
which they started. All that you are 
doing is intended in some degree to 
propitiate God ; all that they are 
doing is flowing from a sense of holy 
obedience, and from a grateful love to 
God, who first loved, and pardoned, and 

7 Matt. XXV. * 1 Cor. xv. 28. » 1 Cor. i. 30, 
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justified them. We leave it to yourselves 
to determine which of these two views 
must tend the most to promote the glory 

of God our Father, the honour of Christ 

* 

Jesus our Lord, and the comfort and 
happiness of his people. But we must 
not leave it to you to imagine that the 
difference is slight, or immaterial, that it 
is a mere difference in the amount of 
comfort, or of wholesomeness of doctrine. 
It is an absolute and irreconcileable dif- 
ference. It is the difference between 
light and darkness, between life and 
death. The one view of justification is 
a mere figment from the brain of man, 
the other is the great truth of God which 
will determine our eternity ; for upon it 
will hang the decisions of the day of 
judgment ! All religion therefore is ut- 
terly vain which does not centre and 
settle here. The unrighteous cannot 
enter heaven, for thus has the unerring 
Word of God pronounced, “Know ye not 
that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
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kingdom of God?”* but then all are 
unrighteous until they have been justi- 
fied by the merits of the Lord Jesus 
applied by a jiving faith. Can you re- 
sist the inference — ^That they who are 
not thus justified can never, by any 
possibility, be admitted there ? 

May God of his infinite mercy grant 
that these words may sink deep into our 
hearts, giving us no peace, no rest, until 
we have ascertained that this great and 
blessed work has been effected in our souls, 
and are thus enabled to experience the full 
comfort of the declaration of the Spirit 
of our God, “ There is now no condem- 
nation to them that are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not, after the flesh but after the 
Spirit.”* 


* 1 Cor. vi. 9. 


* Rom. viii. 1. 
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Col. i. part of ver. 10, 

THAT YE MIGHT WALK WORTHY OF THE LORD UNTO 
ALL PLEASING, BEING FRUITFUL IN EVERY GOOD 
WORK.” 

It is a remarkable assertion of the 
Apostle to the Corinthians, but not more 
remarkable than true, “ Now abideth 
faith, hope, charity, these three ; but the 
greatest of these is charity.”* And who 
can doubt it ? Without any reference to 
the obvious fact, that while the two former 
are transitory the last is perpetual, is it 
not evident that after all, faith and hope 
are but as the scaffolding of the spiritual 
house, while the house itself, the glorious 


* 1 Cor. xiii. 13. 



90 


DSCOURSE IV. 


superstructure, is love. Love to God and 
love to man ; love to every created being 
throughout all time, love to the blessed 
inmates of • the heavenly mansions 
throughout eternity. The object then 
of all religion is to give to fallen man 
the power and the will, which as we have 
seen he has not by nature, to live this 
life of love on earth, that he may be fitted 
and educated for the eternity of love in 
heaven. Every thing connected with 
this high feeling as regards our fellow- 
men, is comprehended in Scripture in 
the expressive term, “Good works.” 
And it is to this important subject, that 
the 12th, 13th, and 14th Articles will 
this morning direct our attention. 

There are four great errors continually 
springing up in the natural heart of man 
with respect to this deeply interesting 
topic. These have been corrected by our 
Church in the three Articles to which I 
have referred, and which therefore shall 
be taken together for the subject of our 
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present consideration. The first of these 
errors, viz. that a man can be justified 
before God for his work’s sake, was sufii- 
ciently considered under thfi 1 1th Article, 
and therefore, will not require our atten- 
tion at present. The second is of this 
nature, that all works of honesty, and 
charity, and uprightness, must necessarily 
be so pleasing in the sight of God, that let 
them be performed by whom they may, 
they cannot fail to draw down upon the 
performer the love and the grace or favour 
of God ; that, in fact, they at least render 
men^^ to receive this favour, even if they 
do not actually purchase it. Against this 
error, an error indeed expressly of the 
Pelagians, but not less expressly an error 
of every natural and unconverted heart, 
the 13th Article protests in the following 
decisive manner — 

“ Of Works before Justification." 
“Works done before the grace of Christ. ” 
You will observe our Church takes 
especial care not to recognise them as 
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good works, although she is evidently re- 
ferring to those which would be called so 
in the world. She contents herself with 
saying, “ Works done before the grace of 
Christ and the inspiration of his Spirit, 
are not pleasant to God, for as much as 
they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ : 
neither do they make men meet to receive 
grace, or (as the school authors say) de- 
serve ‘grace of congruity;’ yea, rather, 
for that they are not done as God hath 
willed and commanded them to be done, 
we doubt not, but they have the nature of 
sm. 

There are few Articles of the Church 
which are more staggering to the heart 
of “the natural man” than this, and yet 
few that more immediately approve 
themselves to the heart of the “ sj)iritual 
man.” 

The Article simply asserts that no works 
performed before Justification, i. e. as we 
demonstrated in the last Discourse, before 
we have been led to close with the offers of 
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reconciliation to God through Christ, and 
have been thus “accounted righteous” 
through his merits, are ‘ ‘ pleasant to God. ” 
Consider only for a momen,t the declara- 
tions of the Articles which have preceded 
this, and you will see that it is utterly 
impossible to come to any other conclu- 
sion. The 9th Article has declared that 
we are “ very far gone from original 
righteousness,” that “ the flesh is always 
lusting against the Spirit,”* and “ de- 
servimr God's wrath and damnation.” 
The 10th Article has shown that from 
this condition man “ cannot turn and 
prepare himself,” i. e. without the grace 
of Christ, and therefore has no power to 
do good works “pleasant and acceptable 
to God.” It is, then, the following con- 
sequence of these great, and solemn, and 
humiliating truths, that every ‘ ‘ work 
done before the grace of Christ,” must 
be unpleasant to God, and even, as the 
close of the Article strongly, but not 
* Gal. V. 17. 
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more strongly than scripturally, asserts, 
must “ have the nature of sin.” We 
say, not more strongly than scripturally; 
for the Apostle to the Romans has as- 
serted the same thing, almost in the 
same words, when he says, “whatsoever 
is not of faith, is sin.”* 

This is the portion of the Article 
which is a stumbling-block to many 
readers ; the feelings of their minds with 
respect to it, are of this nature. Can 
it be possible that all the amiable, 
honest, just, and honourable actions of a 
man’s life, performed before he has re- 
ceived “the grace of Christ,” can pos- 
sess the nature of sin, in tlie sight of our 
merciful Father ? Is he so severe a judge 
that he will not look with an eye of 
satisfaction upon those many virtuous 
deeds of virtuous men, which gladden 
the countenance and cheer the souls of 
all around them, and which deserve and 
receive “the blessing of him that was 
* Rom. xiv. 23. 
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ready to perish,” and cause “the widow’s 
heart to sing for joy.”'* 

This is perhaps stating the objection 
as fairly and as strongly as it can be 
stated, and yet we doubt not that to the 
reflecting people among you, a very 
little consideration will induce you to 
agree to the justice of the verdict which 
our Church pronounces even upon such 
acts as these. Indeed the very reason 
which our Church gives for her decision, 
will go far towards removing the ob- 
jection from every unprejudiced mind. 
She says that these works “ have the 
nature of sin,” simply, because “ they 
are not done as God hath willed and 
commanded them to be done.” God has 
commanded, not that they should be left 
undone, but that they should be done 
from love to his name, that they should 
be the fruits of a true and living faith ; 
if then, they are performed, — but per- 
formed from any other motive, for it is 
'• Job xxix. 13. 



96 


DISCOURSE IV. 


unnecessary to refer to their inherent 
imperfection and corruption, — but if they 
are performed from any other motive 
than God h^is commanded, it is clear 
that as regards God and the actor of 
those works, they “have the nature of 
sin,” they are the breach of a command, 
instead of the fulfilment of one, and 
however estimable in the sight of our 
fellow-men, cannot be pleasant to him 
whose will they are opposing. For in- 
stance, if we are charitable to obtain the 
praise of men ; if we are benevolent to 
gratify the feelings of a heart bleeding 
at the sight of others’ woes ; if we are 
liberal, because it fosters our vanity ; if 
we are just, because it satisfies our high- 
mindedness ; if we are kind and conde- 
scending, because it ministers to our 
pride ; can we affect surprise that, how- 
ever pleasing to God may be the actions 
taken abstractedly and ivithout reference 
to the actor, they have “the nature of 
sin ” when taken tvith reference to the 
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actor, and are really sinful as regards 
his motives, principles, and objects. 

There is an incident in ancient history, 
which may, perhaps, tend to illustrate this. 
You will recollect in Roman story, that 
at a time when the discipline of the army 
peculiarly required the most entire and 
positive obedience to the orders of the 
commander, that commander forbad that 
any individual should leave the ranks, 
upon any pretence, under pain of imme- 
diate death. The order was, as you will 
remember, violated by his own son, who, 
indignant at the insults, and menaces, 
and scorn, of some champion of the 
enemy, spurred forth to meet him, and 
having slain him in single combat, 
brought back the trophies to his father's 
feet. 

We need not remind you, that the con- 
queror was ordered to immediate execu- 
tion. The act of heroism, which, if 
performed in obedience to commands, 
would have deserved and received the 

F 
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crown, performed as it was, in direct 
opposition to commands, conducted its 
perpetrator, and with perfect justice, to 
the scaffold, are not defending the 
feeling, or the morality of the act, but 
its justice, which is the only part of the 
incident which forms any parallel to the 
subject before us. 

It was jtist that the commander should 
order the delinquent to execution ; it is 
just that God should view with displea- 
sure, and treat as sins, those acts which, 
however grateful to the natural feeling, 
are destitute of all that can give them 
value in his eyes, because they are done 
with no single reference to himself, be- 
cause they are performed neither in 
obedience to his will, nor in love and 
honour to his name, nor with any desire 
for his glory. 

The third error into which men have 
fallen respecting good works, is, that it 
is possible to present so large an abund- 
ance of them to God in the life of a 
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truly converted man of God, that he 
may render far more of them, out of his 
great zeal and love to God, than God 
ever required at his hands. This, I need 
scarcely tell you, is the Romish doctrine 
of works of supererogation.” Upon 
this we need not dwell ; if there be a 
Protestant inclined to maintain so un- 
scriptural a dogma, it is enough for him 
to consider what God really requires, 
before he presumes to pronounce that 
more can be rendered. Almost a single 
extract from the Divine Word will set 
this at rest for ever. Our Lord himself 
has said, ^^Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind,” and thy 
neighbour as thyself.”® It is perfectly 
evident that before works of supereroga- 
tion can commence, works positively 
enjoined and commanded must have 
been completed. We do not ask, where 
then is the man who has thus perfectly 

* Matt, xxii. 37 and 39. 

F 2 
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loved both God and his neighbour ; we 
might allow for a moment, that such an 
one could be found, but granting this, 
wdiat possibility could exist of giving 
more love than could be given when 
he gave the whole heart ; or doing more 
duties than could be done, when he 
is already engaged to the utmost efforts 
of his whole soul, and mind, and 
strength, in performing what is abso- 
lutely required of him ? The inquiry 
involves a contradiction even in terms ; 
the point is too obvious to reason upon ; 
and our Article therefore vdsc-ly shuts it 
up with the single observation, “ Christ 
Sy\iTii PLAINLY, When ye have done all that 
arc commanded to you, say. We are 
unprofitable servants.” 

But there is yet a fourth error with 
respect to this same subject, the very 
contrary to these which we have already 
considered, but still not less an error 
than those which have preceded it. This 
is the error of the Antinomians, who 
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contend that in the persons of the justi- 
fied, neither evil works nor good works 
are of any account : that sin in them 
will not offend God, and that works of 
piety, or holiness, or charity, will not 
please him : in fact, that every thing 
beyond the one great doctrine, and the 
one great privilege of the justified, the 
“being in Christ” is utterly valueless 
and immaterial. It is for the purpose of 
counteracting this most licentious doc- 
trine, as well as for establishing that 
truth which we considered in the last 
Discourse, that we are not ‘ ‘ accounted 
righteous ” “ for our own works or 
deservings,” that the twelfth Article was 
appointed. These are the words of the 
Article : 

“ Of good Works. 

“ Albeit that good works, which are 
the fruits of faith, and follow after justi- 
fication, cannot put away our sins, and 
endure the severity of God’s judgment, 
yet are they pleasing and acceptable 
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to God in Christ, and do spring out 
necessarily of a true and lively faith ; 
insomuch that by them a lively faith 
may be as evidently known as a tree 
discerned by the fruit.” 

Upon the former part of this Article, 
which refers to the first error that we 
have enumerated, and plainly declares 
that “ good works cannot put away our 
sins,” we need not dwell, having shown 
this most distinctly from the Word of 
God and the authority of our Church, 
while explaining her doctrine of justifi- 
cation. Neither need we corroborate it 
by her Homilies ; it is sufficient to refer 
you to the Homily, in three parts, dedi- 
cated to this express subject. We will, 
therefore, on this portion of the Article, 
only add a single testimony, too valuable 
to be omitted, from the admirable ser- 
mon of Hooker, from which we quoted 
in the last discourse, and which is as 
clear upon the necessity of good works 
in their place, and the utter fruitlessness 
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of them when taken out of their place, 
as the last passage which we cited from 
him, was upon the nature of the sinner's 
justification. These are his words — 

‘ ‘ The best things we do have somewhat 
in them to be pardoned ; how then can 
we do any thing meritorious or worthy 
to be rewarded ? Wherefore we acknow- 
ledge a dutiful necessity of doing well ; 
but the meritorious dignity of doing well, 
we utterly renounce. We sec how far 
we are from the perfect righteousness of 
the law. The little fruit we have in 
holiness, is, God knoweth, corrupt and 
unsound ; we put no confidence in it ; 
we challenge nothing in the world for it. 
We dare not call God to reckoning, as 
if we had him in our debt-books. Our 
continual suit to him is, and must be, to 
bear with our infirmities, and pardon 
our offences.”® 

The Article before us having decided 
this point, continues most justly and 
® Disc. Just. sec. 7. 
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scripturally to observe, though “ good 
works cannot put away our sins,” which 
the mere legalist believes that they can, 
or “ endure the severity of God’s judg- 
ment,” which the Council of Trent ex- 
pressly decreed that they could, “ yet 
are they pleasing and acceptable to God 
in Christ and do spring out necessarily 
of a true and lively faith.”' 

Nothing can be more scripturally cor- 
rect, or more scripturally guarded, than 
these expressions of our Church ; they 
give that weight and prominency to good 
wotks which the Word of God gives, 
but nothing further. They do not even 
distinctly assert that no man can enter 
heaven without good works, because, 
though unquestionably such is the rule, 
yet the compilers of our Articles well 
knew that there might be, and that in- 
deed there must be, many exceptions. 
For, as the first part of the Homily on 
good works quaintly, but truly says, “ I 

^ See Burnet on Art. 12. 
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can show a man that by faith, without 
works, lived and came to heaven ; but 
without faith never man had life. The 
thief that was hanged when Christ suf- 
fered, did believe only; and the most 
merciful God justified and saved him. 
And because no man shall say again that 
he lacked time to do good works, for else 
he would have done them ; truth it is, 
and I will not contend therein ; but this 
I will truly affirm, that faith only saved 
him.’'« 

As long as we believe in the possibility 
of what is called a death-bed repent- 
ance,” however rare ; as long as we 
would not exclude from heaven even 
those who are called to God at the 
eleventh hour, and in the last closing 
scene of life are led by the grace of God 
to lay hold of that salvation which Christ 
has purchased for them ; so long we must 
also believe that it is possible for the truly 
penitent and converted sinner to enter 
® P, 40. 8 VO. ed. Oxford, 1802, 

V 5 
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into the kingdom of God, with heart and 
affections fully prepared to bring forth a 
harvest of good fruits to the glory of 
God, though time and opportunity have 
been on earth denied him. 

It is, however, of the rule, and not 
of its exceptions, that we would speak ; 
and all Scripture demonstrates that the 
rule is, “ He that abideth in me, and 1 
in him, the same bringcth forth much 
fruit.”® We say that all Scripture is 
full of this important doctrine ; asserting 
at one time, that “ In Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumcision, but faith which 
worketh by love.”* At another, showing 
that they are “ pleasing and acceptable 
unto God,” when it declares, “ God is 
not unrighteous to forget your work and 
labour of love.”* And again, “ I heard 
a voice from heaven saying unto me. 
Write, Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth ; yea, saith 
® John XV. 5. ^ Gal. v. 6. ^ Heb. vi, 10. 
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the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours, and their works do follow 
them.”=' 

But, brethren, it is not enough that 
we acknowledge this, as*a matter of or- 
thodox and spiritual truth ; the question 
is, do we steadily, perseveringly, and con- 
sistently act upon it as the rule of our 
lives? Are we thus engaged in “ bring- 
ing forth much fruit” to the glory of 
God ? What a libel upon Christianity 
are the unfruitful lives of its professors. 
The worldly followers of a religion, one 
of whose first injunctions is, that “ the 
world should be crucified to us, and we 
unto the world. The self-pleasing fol- 
lowers of a Saviour, who distinctly de- 
clared, “ Whosoever doth not bear his 
cross and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple.”® The unkind, and unamiable, 
and unlovely followers of Him whose 
example and whose Word has said, 

^ Rev. xiv. 13. Gal. vi. 14. 

^ Luke xiv, 27. 
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“This is my commandment, that ye 
love one another as I have loved you.”® 
Let us, then, in conclusion, shortly 
apply the great lesson before us. And 
here it is obvious, that I can address 
myself only to the converted and re- 
newed people of God, and for this simple 
reason, that, as we have seen both from 
the 12th and 13th Articles, none other, 
but they who are really justified before 
God, can perform what holy Scripture 
and our Church denominate good works. 
To you, then, we would not be content 
to say, you must be just, and honour- 
able, and charitable, and amiable, and 
condescending, and humble, and meek, 
and affectionate, and true, but we would 
say with the Apostle, “ Whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report ; if there be 
any virtue, if there be any praise, think 
® John vv. 1 
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on ” and practise “ these things.”^ Yea, 
we would go farther still, and say with 
our divine Master, “ What do ye more 
than others?”® implying in the strongest 
possible manner, that the true follower of 
God must not only believe more, hut “ do 
more than others.” So far from the free 
salvation of which you are the blessed 
subjects exonerating you in any the 
smallest degree from those moral duties 
which it is the boast of the world, though 
God knows it is an empty boast, that they 
perform ; more, infinitely more, is expected 
from the godly man, than is even aimed 
at by the ungodly man. Is the man of 
the world, for instance, punctual in all 
his engagements, upright and honourable 
in every thing which he undertakes ; you 
must be more scrupulously so, you must 
excel him in the measure of your good 
works, as much as you undoubtedly 
already excel him in the motive of them. 
He performs all these duties, because 
Phil. iv. 8. ® Matt. v. 47. 
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they are expected of him by his fellow- 
men, because they are part and parcel of 
that code of honour to which every 
high-minded man of the world considers 
himself amenable, and without a scru- 
pulous attention to which, he could not 
for a single day maintain his footing in 
society. You are expected to perform 
them, and if you are a sincere follower 
of God, you will perform them as the 
fruits of a true and lively faith. Know- 
ing how much God has done for you, 
utterly undeserving, you will endeavour 
to act in such a manner towards your 
fellow-men, though equally undeserving, 
not, as shall best serve your interest in 
a selfish world, but as shall be most 
acceptable to a God of purity, a God of 
justice, a God of love. Gratitude alone 
would ensure this at your hands, for 
knowing what you have received, you 
will be always asking, “ What shall I 
render?”* but more than gratitude de- 

^ Ps. cxvi. 12. 
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mands it. Your good works must be 
the fruits and evidence of your gra- 
titude, but they must also be the 
fruits of “ a true and lively faith.” 
“Without holiness no man can seethe 
Lord;”* and has not the Word of God 
itself declared that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the “ author of eternal salvation ” 
only “ unto them that obey him.”* We 
do not scruple therefore to tell you that 
“faith without works is dead, being 
alone,”* that you may boast of the 
highest spiritual attainments, of the most 
exalted faith, of the deepest experience, 
and yet, wanting those Christian virtues, 
which endear man to his fellows, and 
which liken him to the meek, and lowly, 
and forgiving, and compassionate Re- 
deemer, you are in reality destitute of 
that saving faith from which they neces- 
sarily spring, and you have therefore 

‘Heb. xii. 14. *Heb.v.9. 

* James ii. 17. 
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neither part nor lot in the salvation which 
it secures. 

My Christian brethren, we own we do 
at all times feel it necessary to speak 
strongly upon these practical subjects, be- 
cause we firmly believe that one unholy 
and inconsistent, or even worldly and 
fruitless professor of religion, does more 
injury to the true cause of the Redeemer 
than many open reprobates. And yet, 
alas ! are there none such among us ? Are 
tlierc none who, holding all the great and 
saving truths of the Gospel with the 
most perfect accuracy, may yet derive 
many a lesson of amiability, and dis- 
interestedness, and humility, and bro- 
therly kindness, and affectionate for- 
bearance, from some who are not yet 
known to be partakers of the “ grace of 
Christ ?” Are there none who would 
find it difficult, in looking back upon 
the week which has just closed upon us, 
to distinguish a single “ good work” — 
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a single fruit of faith, laid as a thank- 
offering upon the altar of their God ? 
Surely these things ought not so to be ; 
for is it not thus that we cause the way 
of truth to be evil spoken of, “ the Word 
of God to be blasphemed,”'' the Saviour 
to be “ wounded in the house of his 
friends,”® and the preaching of the ever- 
lasting Gos])el, with its one great truth, 
justification hy faith only," to be treated 
by the ignorant, or the malevolent, as an 
unholy and licentious falsehood. 

If, therefore, you love “ the truth as 
it is in Jesus ;” if you love the Saviour 
who proclaimed it ; if you love your 
own souls, and your own eternity, be 
constant in well-doing ; whether it be to 
spiritual duties, or to temporal duties, 
that the occasion calls you, be first and 
foremost in them all, “ doing what- 
soever your hand findeth to do with 

'• Rom. ii. 21. Titus ii. 5. 

® Zech. xiii. 6. 
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your might , “ letting your light so 
shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven”^ — “ being filled 
with the fruits of righteousness which 
are by Jesus Christ, unto tlie glory and 
praise of God.”® 

® Eccles. ix. 10. ^ Matt. v. 16. 

* Phil. i. 11. 
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Acts iv. part of ver. 12. 

‘THERE IS NONE OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN 
AMONG MEN, WHEREBY WE MUST BE SAVED.” 

Having on the last occasion of addressing 
you, considered the three Articles, viz. 
12th, 13th, and 14th, which treat of 
“ Good Works,” it is my intention to-day, 
to bring before you the three Articles, viz. 
15th, IGth, and 18th ; which treat upon 
the important subjects of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and of Sin. The two of these 
which will form the first subjects of our 
observations this morning, are the 15th 
and the 18th. 

“Art. 15. — Of Christ alone wiihont sbi. 

“ Christ, in the truth of our nature, 
was made like unto us in all things, sin 
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only excepted, from which He was clearly 
void, both in His flesh and in his spirit.” 

That this commencement of the Ar- 
ticle is founded entirely upon the declara- 
tions of God’s word will be immediately 
apparent from these well-known passap;es 
of Scripture : ‘ ‘ Forasmuch as the children 
are partakers of the flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the 
same.” Therefore was our Lord certainly 
made like us “in the truth” or the reality 
“ of our nature.”’ That he was void of 
sin, “ both in his flesh and in his spirit,” 
is equall)'^ apparent from these declara- 
tions, — “ In all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin.”* “ The prince 
of this world,” Satan, “ cometh and 
hath nothing in me.”* “ He did no sin, 

neither was guile found in his mouth ;”■* 
and many other passages which are fa- 
miliar to us all. 

It is impossible to read these valuable 

' Ileb. ii. 14. * Heb. iv. 15. 

3 John xiv, 30. ^ 1 Pet. ii. 22. 
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documents of our Church without being 
continually struck with that providential 
direction by which their compilers were 
led to controvert ancient .heresies, by 
asserting the true and scriptural views of 
all these important subjects, and thus to 
correct liy anticipation, those errors which 
should in after ages spring up, to delude 
and deceive the people of God. We have 
in this first sentence, the distinct opinion 
of the holy men of our Church, not only 
upon one of the errors of Socinus, that 
Christ was peccable, but also upon that 
modern revival of the heresy of Nestorius, 
which by asserting that the nature of our 
blessed Lord was a “ fallen nature,” and 
his flesh “ sinful flesh,” applies lan- 
guage to the flesh of Christ which even 
they would not apply to Christ himself, 
thus making two persons in Christ, which 
was the very essence of Nestorianism, 
opening at once the floodgates to those 
low and unworthy views of the Saviour of 
the world, which are as much at variance 
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with the express declarations of his eternal 
Godhead, as they are opposed to the 
leading doctrine of Christianity, his “per- 
fect sacrificBj” and perfect manhood. 

For as the Article before us truly 
adds, ‘ ‘ He came to be the Lamb without 
spot, who by sacrifice of himself once 
made, should take away the sins of the 
world, and sin, as St. John saith, was 
not in him.”’. If, therefore, our Lord 
had had only a fallen nature to ofier, 
instead of being “ the Lamb without 
spot,”* his would have been a blemished 
sacrifice, and he would himself have 
needed that with which no other being 
throughout the universe could have sup- 
plied him, a perfect ofiering to satisfy 
the justice of God. 

“ But all we the rest,” continues the 
Article, “although baptised, yet offend 
in many things, and if we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.” ^ 

s 1 John iii. 5. « 1 Pet i. 19. M John i. 8. 
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What has been already remarked 
respecting the former clause of the Ar- 
ticle, is equally true with regard to this. 
It was originally levelled^ against the 
Pelagians, who maintained that ^‘persons 
after baptism might live without sin,” 
and in this they were followed by some 
of the Anabaptists of former days, and 
are, w^e fear, even now followed by some 
sectaries at the present day. 

It is perhaps vain to have recourse to 
argument to convince those, whom the 
daily experience of their own hearts and 
lives leaves unconvinced ; or else we 
might remind them of the irresistible 
testimony offered by that form of daily 
prayer which probably none among them 
habitually neglect, Forgive us our 
trespasses.” Whence can come the daily 
need of such a petition, directed by our 
Lord himself, and adopted in every age 
by the holiest people of God, if there 
can be a state in which the believer 
while on earth lives free from daily sin ? 
Surely, the more devoted, the more con- 
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sistent, the more closely we are enabled 
by God’s grace to walk in the command- 
ments and laws of our heavenly Father, 
the more sensible will the heart become 
of every, the slightest deviation from 
those laws ; and while the indifferent or 
the formalist will pass through days, 
and weeks, and months, without experi- 
encing, perhaps, one reproachful feeling, 
one distressful consciousness, that he has 
deviated from the straight and narrow 
path, the renewed child of God will 
never lay his head in peace upon his 
pillow, until he has sought and found 
forgiveness through the blood of Jesus, 
for the numberless sins of omission and 
of commission which each day, as it 
passes away for ever, carries up with it to 
the throne of the Eternal, and registers 
in the book of God’s remembrance. 

Having thus borne its true and scrip- 
tural testimony to the sinlessness of 
Christ and the sinfulness of man, the 
Church in the 18 th Article continues 
thus : 
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“ Of obtaining eternal salvation only by 
the name of Christ. 

“ They also are to be had accursed 
that presume to say, that gvery man shall 
be saved by the law or sect which he 
jirofesseth, so that he be diligent to frame 
his life according to that law, and the 
light of nature. For Holy Scripture 
doth set out unto, us only the name of 
Jesus Clirist, whereby men must be 
saved.” 

In these days of spurious liberality, 
it is not surprising that this article, 
misunderstood as it so frecpiently is, 
should have been so widely reprobated. 
It has been publicly asserted that the 
Church of England is as intolerant 
as the Church of Rome, and con- 
demns all to perdition who do not hold 
the truths of God’s Word precisely as 
she herself holds them. Nothing, as 
we shall see in the sequel, can be more 
unjust or more untrue ; still we are well 
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aware, that explain it as we may, there 
will always be much in the great truth 
contained in the Article, which will be 
hostile to the fcelinsrs of the natural 
heart. So long as the sentiment of the 
well-known distich retains its popularity 
in the world, 

“ For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight, 

Ilis can’t be wrong, whose life is in the right,” 

the multitude will always be opposed to 
the great Scriptural doctrine of the 
Article before us. This, however, will 
in no degree influence the true Christian ; 
his inquiry will never be what is the 
opinion of the world upon any point 
connected with his duty to God : it will 
b(! simply this. What saith the Lord ? 
Is the voice of my Church upon this 
subject in accordance with the voice of 
my God ? If it be, let those reject the 
voice who have already rejected the 
speaker, but let the language of my 
heart always be, “ Speak, Lord, for thy 
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servant heareth.”® Thus, then, saith 
the Lord, “This is the stone which was 
set at nought of you builders, which is 
become the head of the corper.”® Neither 
is there salvation in any other ; for there 
is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved.” * 
And again, “ He that hath the Son hath 
life, and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life.”* “ He that belie veth not 
is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only- 
begotten Son of God.”® 

This, then, at once strikes at the root 
of all that false and hollow affectation of 
liberality which would encourage the 
natural heart of man in its pride and 
obstinacy, by teaching that whatever be 
“the law” which we follow, or “the 
sect” to which we belong, if we but “ be 
diligent to frame our lives according to 
that law,” all will be well. This assures 

® 1 Sam. iii. 9. ® Acts iv. 11, ^ Acts iv. 12. 

^ 1 John V, 11. ^ Luke iii. 18, 

a 9 
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US upon the authority of God himself, 
that so far from man not being account- 
able for his religious creed, and conse- 
quently not punishable for its defects, st) 
far from that man's faith being ne- 
cessarily right, whose life is not pro- 
nounced to be wrong by the world around 
him, that every man to whom the Gospel 
has ever been proposed, or who, from 
Providential circumstances, might, had 
he so pleased, have become acquainted 
with it, shall most assuredly, if lie have 
not found pardon and peace with God 
through the name of Jesus and through 
that ahnc, be in the end a cast-away. 
We well know how unpalatable such a 
truth as this must be to every individual 
who is endeavouring to build himself up 
in the false and futile expectation, that 
what he considers a good life, or sincerity 
in the creed which he professes, although 
that creed exclude all the peculiar doc- 
trines of the Gospel, even to the Divinity 
or atonement of the Lord Jesus, shall at 
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the last great day be found sufficient. 
But we dare not conceal, we dare not 
modify even the terms in which God 
himself, in the person of the only -begotten 
Son, has pronounced this affecting, this 
vital truth. He has said it, and “ one 
jot or one tittle of His Word shall by no 
means pass away till all be fulfilled.” 
“ He that believeth and is baptised shall 
be saved ; but ho that believeth not shall 
be damned.” 

These arc the words of Him who was 
love itself, and shall man affect to be more 
charitable than his Maker ? Shall man, 
for the sake of not inflicting a moment’s 
pain, or of not giving lasting offence to 
his fellow-sinners, presume to alter the 
terms of such a message, and say that 
any thing short of a full and entire re- 
cognition of the great truths of the Gospel, 
a full and complete dependence upon the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and upon him alone, 
will be sufficient for the salvation of a 
soul ? No, brethren, we dare not do it ; 
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better to plant a sting in every heart 
before us at this moment, which has not 
yet made its peace with God through the 
only Saviour ; better to be convicted by a 
world’s unanimous sentence, of bigotry, 
of superstition, of uncliaritableness, of 
illiberality, and an utter ignorance of all 
that man in the vain pride of his intellect, 
thinks worthy of his attainments; yes, 
better far to be treated, as the Apostles 
before us were, as “the offscouring of 
all things,”^ thau by concealing, or mo- 
difying this awful truth, to leave you 
undisturbed in your error, and your self- 
complacency, until the last great day 
shall undeceive you. We repeat then, 
and we pray that while repeating it, the 
Spirit of God may so stamp it upon your 
souls, that the ceaseless flow of time may 
have no power to efface and to obliterate 
it; that they “ are to be had accursed” 
who presume to tell you that your sin- 
cerity, or your ignorance, or your wis- 

« 1 Cor. iv. 13. 
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dom, or your imaginary holiness (for real 
holiness out of Christ there can be none) 
will avail to save you, so that you ‘ ‘ be 
but diligent to frame your life ” according 
to what you imagine to be God’s law, 
and the light of nature ; Christ, and 
Christ alone, is “ the way, the truth, and 
the life; no man cometh unto the Father 
but by”* Him. In Him, you are, as we 
have already seen, “justified by faith,” 
and at “ peace with God out of Him, 
and all virtues, all obedience, all recti- 
tude of moral conduct are, as regards 
your soul’s salvation, literally nothing 
worth ; you are exposed, helpless, desti- 
tute, and forlorn, to the avenging tempest 
of the wrath of God, “ a fiery deluge 
and without an ark.” Here then would 
we as Christian ministers take our stand. 
All other points are comparatively trifling, 
but this, this indeed, is vital. Upon this, 
we would urge you, we would pray for 
you, we would intreat you, we would run 

® John xiv. 6. ® Rom. v. 1. 
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every risk, even to the offending you, 
and wearying you, and driving you from 
us, rather than at the great day you 
should be enabled to say, the Lord Jesus 
Christ was never clearly proposed to me 
as the only Saviour of my soul, I heard 
of Him as the world hears of Him, but 
never as my only hope and my only safety. 
Are there then, any of you, is a single 
person among you destitute of this 
hope, this safety, this refuge? Is there 
one who is experimentally ignorant that 
“ there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved ?” To that one we would say, this 
day, the Lord waiteth to be gracious, 
this day. He freely offers to you pardon 
and peace. He “ stretches forth His 
hands”' (it is God’s own metaphor,) to 
receive you to Himself, only cast yourself 
fully and unreservedly upon Him, com- 
mit your soul to Him as unto a gracious 
Creator, and His blood so applied, at 
^ Rom. X. 21. Isai. v. 25, &c. 
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once shall cleanse, His righteousness 
justify, and His promised Spirit renew 
and sanctify your soul. Yours shall be 
on earth, the privileges of the children 
of God, and in heaven, ’ an abundant 
entrance into their Father’s mansion. 

There is yet one other subject, but 
purely a speculative one, connected with 
this Article, upon which, perhaps, it 
may be expected that we should touch. 
If the words of our Church be literally 
true, that it is an accursed thing to say 
that any man shall be saved “ by the 
law or sect which he professeth,” then 
what opinion must be given upon the 
state of the heathen world ? Here are, 
as it is supposed, upwards of 600 mil- 
lions of immortal souls at the present 
moment living upon the earth in utter 
ignorance of that only name “ whereby 
men must be saved.” Every century, 
therefore, upwards of eighteen-hundred 
millions are passing to their long and 
last account, “ having no hope, and 
' G 5 
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without God in the world.”® What 
opinion are we to give respecting their 
final state ? It might be sufficient to 
repeat our Lord’s own answer when sub- 
jected to a very similar inquiry, “ Lord, 
are there few that shall be saved ?” And 
Jesus answered, “ Strive to enter in at 
the straight gate.”® But as our Church 
has been supposed by some to have over- 
stepped her accustomed prudence, and 
to speak plainly where God has intended 
to speak obscurely, a few moments will 
not be misapplied in the consideration of 
the passage in question. And here, 
although in so saying we shall differ from 
many with whom we usually agree, we 
cannot but confess that Bishop Burnet’s 
interpretation of that portion of the 
Article which refers to those to whom 
the Christian religion has never been 
revealed, does appear to us a very sound 
and correct one, viz., that there is “ a 
great difference to be observed between 
® Ephes. ii. 12. ® Luke xiii. 23, 24. 
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the words ‘ saved by the law,’ and saved 
‘ in the law the one is condemned, 
but not the other. To be saved by a 
law or sect, signifies that by the virtue 
of that law or sect such men who follow 
it may be saved ; whereas to be saved m 
a law or sect, imports only that God may 
extend his compassions to men that are 
engaged in false religions. The former 
only is condemned by this Article, which 
affirms ifothing concerning the other." 
(Bishop Burnet, p. 240, 8vo., Oxford, 
1814.J Of this we are quite certain, 
because God himself has pronounced it, 
that “ there is none other name,” but 
the name of Christ, by which men can 
be saved ; therefore we must be most 

1 We are aware that in the Latin copy of the Ar- 
ticle it is expressed, “ in lege aut secta but as the 
English and Latin Articles are of equal authority, it 
is clear that the compilers never intended by the 
Latin phrase to express “ in the law or sect;” for 
had they done so, they would most certainly so have 
rendered it in the English copy. 
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careful that while we do not draw a 
single inference which shall increase the 
severity of God beyond what Scripture 
has distinctly revealed concerning it, so 
neither must we increase the mercy of 
God so that it shall interfere with his 
justice or his truth : we can therefore 
only say, that all who shall be saved 
must be saved by Christ ; but whether 
his atoning blood may not be efficacious 
for the remission of the sins* of those 
who have never had the opportunity of 
acquiring a knowledge of his sacrifice, 
whether his name may not be “a savour 
of life unto life”® to some who, having 
never heard it, can never have called 
upon that blessed name, is not for man 
to determine, although it is nowhere for- 
bidden man to hope and to believe it. 
Our Church has wisely expressed no 
opinion upon this most difficult point, 
and we would imitate her prudence, 
resting our hopes of the salvation of these 
3 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
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benighted souls upon our knowledge of 
the character of that God with whom we 
have to do, and the infinite love and 
“ unsearchable riches of Christ and 
resting our certainty that they shall receive 
justice at the hands of God upon that 
express declaration of his own unerring 
word, “ There is no respect of persons 
with God. For as many as have sinned 
without law shall also perish without 
law (“ for not the hearers of the law 
are just before God, but the doers of the 
law shall be justified. For when the 
Gentiles which have not the law, do by 
nature the things contained in the law ; 
these, having not the law, are a law 
unto themselves, which show the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience 
also bearing witness, and their thoughts 
the mean while accusing, or else ex- 
cusing one another.) In the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Christ according to my Gospel.”® 

^ Ephes. iii. 8. ^ Rom. ii. 11 — IG. 
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That the heathen, then, can be saved, 
may, we think, be believed without im- 
pugning a single word of the written 
testimony of our God — that they shall 
be saved, the last day only can deter- 
mine. 

There yet remains the third of those 
Articles, which we proposed to consider 
this morning, upon which to offer a few 
brief observations : it is the 16 th, and 
entitled, 

“ Of Sin after Baptism. 

“ Not every deadly sin, committed after 
baptism, is sin against the Holy Ghost 
and unpardonable. Wherefore the grant 
of repentance is not to be denied to such 
as fall into sin after baptism.” 

Having, on a former occasion, spoken at 
length, upon the “ sin against the Holy 
Ghost,”* it will here be only necessary 
to remark that the object of this portion 
of the Article is to show, in opposition to 

« In the Lectures on the History of Christ, Part 2, 
not yet published. 
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those heretics who were called Novatians, 
that repentance may be sought and found 
even by those who have fallen into wilful 
sin, after having been united by baptism 
to the Church of the itedeemer, and 
renewed in the spirit of their mind. The 
error in the ancient Church upon this 
point, was, that no sin committed after 
baptism could obtain pardon, and the con- 
sequence was, as is invariably the case, 
that error in theory led to error in prac- 
tice, that many, and among them was the 
Emperor Constantine, delayed their bap- 
tism until the hour of death, probably 
that they might escape the possibility of 
falling away. All Scripture, however, 
controverts this error ; vain would be that 
petition of the Lord’s prayer to which we 
have before alluded, if forgiveness were 
withheld from persons sinning after bap- 
tism . While the opinion of the Apostolical 
Church on this subject may be very con- 
clusively gathered from this declaration 
of St. Paul to the Galatians, “ If any 
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one is overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual restore such a one in the spirit 
of meekness, considering thyself, lest 
thou also be tempted.” Showing at once 
that throughout the whole Churcli of 
Christ, even they who “ are spiritual, and 
therefore certainly all may be tempted, 
and all may fall into sin, and all may be 
renewed again unto repentance.” 

The Article continues, ‘ ‘ After we have 
received the Holy Ghost we may depart 
from grace given, and fall into sin, and 
by the grace of God we may arise again 
and amend our lives. And therefore they 
are to be condemned, which say, they 
can no more sin as long as they live here, 
or deny the place of forgiveness to such 
as truly repent.” 

With what remarkable prudence does 
our Church here speak upon one of those 
weighty and mysterious subjects which 
have so long divided the body of Christ. 
She does not say, as doubtless many of 
her followers would have desired her to say, 
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“We may depart from grace given and 
fall into sin, but, by the grace of God, we 
7nust arise again and amend our lives 
she contents herself with affirming, “ we 
may arise again and amend our lives,” 
thus leaving the contested subject of 
“ final perseverance ” untouched: neither 
contradicted nor affirmed. Of all the 
high and mysterious doctrines of sal- 
vation, there appears to be none upon 
which the word of God has spoken so 
little authoritatively as upon this subject. 
Well, therefore, would it be for us all to 
imitate the wisdom of holy Scripture, 
and the modesty of our Church, upon 
points of such extreme and inscrutable 
difficulty. The practical view is the 
only view which is essential to the well- 
being of our souls, and therefore the only 
one which we should be anxious that all 
should receive as the undoubted truth of 
God ; and the practical view is this, that 
the grace of God is continually extended 
over us, that it will never be withdrawn 
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by God from any one of His believing and 
obeying people ; but, that “ we may de- 
part from grace given,” and that if by 
the prevalence of powerful temptation we 
are led to deviate from the straight and 
narrow path, God’s grace is still within 
our reach, and will, if sought, enable us 
to “ arise again and amend our lives,” 
and regain our footing on the heavenward 
path. More than this, brethren, we do 
not feel justified in saying. It is unques- 
tionably true, that “He which hath begun 
a good work in you, will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ ; but it is equally 
true that, as Hooker well expresses it, 
“To our own safety, our own sedulity is 
required.” To our own ultimate perse- 
verance in grace, therefore, our own con- 
stant endeavours after holiness njust be 
most closely allied ; and wretched indeed 
will be the fate of those who are driven 
to seek for comfort on a dying bed, as 
he, of old, who asked his chaplain, “Can 
« Phil. i. 6. 
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they who have been once elect fall from 
grace?” And upon being answered in 
the negative, then took courage, from the 
conviction that he had once been among 
that happy number. Building up their 
spiritual house, not on the only true 
foundation, not upon a present dependence 
upon the love, and sacrifice, and righte- 
ousness of a crucified Redeemer, but upon 
some mysterious or imaginary transaction 
between God and their souls, the sancti- 
fying effects of which have long since 
passed away for ever. No, my beloved 
brethren, while you remember for your 
comfort and encouragement, that “ the 
foundation of God standeth sure, having 
this seal. The Lord knoweth them that 
are His;” never forget that this seal of 
your Christian character has two sides, 
and that if ihat be engraven on the one, 
we have the same Divine authority for 
knowing that this is inscribed upon the 
other, “ Let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ depart from iniquity.”^ 

^ 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
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Let me then urge you, brethren, “ by 
the mercies of God,”* to fear sin, all sin, 
even the least sin, as a “ deadly ” evil,® as 
that which alone can cast both soul and 
body into hell. “Watch and pray lest 
ye enter into temptation,'^ ^ knowing 
that as the smallest aperture is sufficient 
to sink the largest vessel, so also the 
smallest sin allowed in the soul, will make 
an opening, through which every wave 
of corruption will flow in, until, unless 
the grace of God be miraculously exerted 
in your behalf, all will be lost. While 
therefore you live in the fullest reliance 
upon the promises of God, the fullest 
enjoyment of your privileges, live also in 
the daily, hourly waiting upon a throne 
of grace, for strength to serve God ac- 
ceptably with reverence and godly fear ; 
knowing that He who is a sun and shield 
to His people, is, to every evil-doer, 
whatever his profession of service, “ a 
consuming fire.”* 

* Rom. xii. 1. ® Matt. x. 28. ^ Matt. xxvi. 41. 

* Deut. iv. 24, and Heb. xii. 29. 
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2 Peter i., part of ver. 10. 

GIVE DILlGEJsCE TO MAKE YOUll CALLING AND 
ELECTION SURE.’' 

We arrive this morning at the 17th Ar- 
ticle of our Church ; an Article upon 
which the compilers appear to have be- 
stowed more minute attention, and to 
have exercised, if possible, a greater 
degree of thoughtfulness and care, and 
to have been assisted with wisdom from 
on high, even in a more signal manner, 
than in any other which they have 
handed down to us. Well have they 
said, that “the godly consideration’" of 
the sublime subjects it contains “ is full 
of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable 
©omfort but wisely have they added. 



142 


DISCOURSE VI. 


that it is so only “ to godly persons and 
such as feel in themselves the working of 
the Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works 
of the flesh and their earthly members, 
and drawing up their minds to high and 
heavenly things.” May the Spirit of 
God render our consideration of these 
high mysteries this morning “ a godly 
consideration not suffering us to in- 
trude into “ the secret things which 
belong unto the Lord our God,” or to 
attempt to explain what God has hidden, 
or to presume to speak dogmatically, or 
confidently, upon subjects which shall 
never be made clear to us here below ; 
but may He bestow upon us the wisdom 
to take a simple and scriptural, a chari- 
table and practical view of a question, 
upon which it is in vain to hope that 
even true Christians shall perfectly agree, 
until they arrive at that blessed place 
into which neither misconception nor 
controversy shall enter, but where all 
shall be union, and harmony and peace. 
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I shall, as on former occasions, confine 
myself simply to the declarations of the 
Article before us, which are of them- 
selves fully sufficient to occupy our 
attention, without entering* into the im- 
measurable fields of this vast subject that 
lie beyond. 

“ Art. 17. — Of Predestination and 
JElection. 

“ Predestination to life is the everlast- 
ing purpose of God, whereby (before the 
foundations of the world were laid) he 
hath constantly decreed by His counsel, 
secret to us, to deliver from curse and 
damnation those whom he hath chosen 
in Christ out of mankind, and to bring 
them by Christ to everlasting salvation, 
as vessels made to honour.” 

It is impossible for any person of 
common attention to read the Word of 
God without discovering that throughout 
the pages both of the Old and New 
Testament, the Almighty is represented 
as taking a more immediate and intimate 
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interest in the affairs of men than merely 
foreknowing and superintending them. 
God is spoken of, in fact, as interfering 
from time to time, in the appointment 
and choice o^ human instruments, as well 
as in ruling and overruling all. This 
Divine appointment or choice occurs, 
indeed, so frequently in Holy Writ, 
that it cannot be overlooked, and it 
may tend to the better understanding of 
the declaration of our Church, if we 
shortly examine the different senses in 
which the term is employed, that we 
may discover with what intention our 
Church has applied it in the Article 
before us. 

First, then, we find the term choosing 
adopted in various portions of the Divine 
Word, with reference to certain offices 
or employments to which individuals 
were in some especial manner chosen or 
elected of God. Such, for instance, was 
the case of Saul, the first King of Israel, 
of whom we find the prophet Samuel 
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asserting in the presence of all the people, 
“ See ye him whom the Lord hath 
chosen.”’ So again with reference to 
the twelve Apostles, “ Jesus answered 
them, Have I not chosen you twelve?” 

Again, we find choice or election 
spoken of with reference to national 
advantages and national privileges, of 
which many examples might be adduced. 
For instance, with regard to the children 
of Israel, we read in Deut. vii. 6, “The 
Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a 
special people unto himself;” and again 
in Isaiah Ixv. 9, speaking of the same 
people, we find the Almighty saying, 
“ Mine elect shall inherit it ;” and again, 
verse 2*2, “ Mine elect shall long enjoy 
the work of their hands.” While St. 
Peter adopts the same method of speak- 
ing of the Christian Church as a body, 
the visible Church of Christ, as having 
been elected Ato the same place of 
spiritual privileges and spiritual advan- 
' 1 Sam. X. 24. 

H 
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tages, from which the Jews had by trans- 
gression fallen, when he says, “Ye are 
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people.” 

Thus far, probably, no one will demur 
to the explanation which has been 
offered, but there is still a third sense in 
which the ‘same phrases of electing or 
choosing appear to be employed in Holy 
Writ ; and this is election, not of nations, 
but of persons, and not merely to the 
external means of salvation, or to Church 
privileges, but to everlasting life. 

The great difficulty is, among the 
number of passages which immediately 
present themselves to the mind of every 
attentive reader of Holy Writ, to select 
such only as offer the least temptation 
to those endless discussions and verbal 
differences which have always perplexed 
this mysterious subject. For this pur- 
pose we are disposed to omit all refer- 
ence to the many testimonies borne 
throughout the whole of the Epistles to 
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the doctrine upon which we are com- 
menting, and by which it is usual to 
establish its truth ; we will not even 
detain you by considering that un- 
answerable passage, “We are bound to 
give thanks always to God for you, 
brethren, beloved of the Lord, because 
God hath from the beginning chosen 
YOU TO SALVATION, tliTOugh sanctification 
of the Spirit and belief of the truth, 
whereunto he called you by our Gospel 
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ but we will go at once 
to the Gospel itself, and to the words 
of Him who spake as never man before, 
or since, has spoken ; leaving it to your- 
selves to search for their corroboration 
or refutation in those inspired writings 
of the Apostles, which have ever been 
considered by the Church as the best 
commentary upon the words of their 
Master. 

’ 2 Tlicss. ii. 13, 14. 

h2 
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We shall first, then, refer to our Lord’s 
declaration respecting his Apostles. 

We have already quoted a passage in 
which He says, “ Have I not chosen 
you twelve?” where the word is evi- 
dently used in reference to the disciple- 
ship ; is it not, then, a little remark- 
able that our Lord uses again the same 
word, and infers that He has not 
chosen the twelve, when he says ex- 
pressly, “ I speak not of you all ; I know 
wdiom I have chosen.”® It is not easy 
to reconcile these two declarations, with- 
out allowing that in the former our Lord 
spoke only of an election to the apostle- 
ship, while in the latter he spoke of an 
election to eternal life ; in the first of 
which Judas was included, although not 
in the second. 

Add only to this the other clear and 
explicit statements of our Divine Master 
himself, as recorded by St. John, “ No 
3 John xiii. 18 . 
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man can* come to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him. ” ‘ ‘ All that 
the Father giveth me shall come to me.” 
“And this is the Father’s will which 
hath sent me, that of all A^hich he hath 
given me I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up again at the last 
day.”"* “ I have manifested thy name 
unto the men which thou gavest me out 
of the world : thine they were, and thou 
gavest them me, and they have kept thy 
Word.”® “ I pray for them, I pray not 
for the world, but for them which thou 
hast given me, for they are thine.”® 
“ And I give unto them eternal life ; 
and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand. My Father who gave them me 
is greater than all ; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand.”*^ 

The distinction in these passages be- 

^ John vi. 37, 39. ® John xvii. 6. 

® John X'vdi. 9. ^ John x. 28, 29. 
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tween those who are given to Christ and 
those who are not given, is so obvious, 
that we do not fear to rest the whole 
question of the doctrine which we are 
considering, upon these declarations of 
our Lord, and to say with a celebrated 
Reformer,® that “if in the whole Scrip- 
ture there were no more places to prove 
it, ... . this alone were sufficient.” 

If, however, the nature of this dis- 
course would admit of it, we should be 
content to refer this important subject 
of “predestination unto life,” and our 
“ election in Christ,” to your own ex- 
perience and to your own hearts, and 
permit them to determine the question. 
We would take* aside every individual 
child of God among you at this moment, 
and suffer the truth of the doctrine to 
stand or fall according to his reply to 
this inquiry. Did you in your own case 
first choose God, or did God choose you ? 

When you were in the thoughtlessness 
* John Knox’s Treatise on Predestination, p. 57. 
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and carelessness of childhood, what led 
you to the knowledge of your Maker 
and your Redeemer ? When you were 
forgetting him in your youth, and be- 
ginning, or perhaps more than begin- 
ning, to tread the downward path, who 
arrested your steps? Who held you 
back when on the very brink of ever- 
lasting ruin ? Who, when you were re- 
solutely bent upon disregarding him 
and dishonouring him, when you had 
indeed wandered far from him, rea- 
soned with you, strove with you, and 
drawing you “ with the bands of 'love,” 
at the last overcame you, and carried 
you home “ on his shoulders rejoicing?” 

And were you alon? in sin, had you 
no companions in iniquity, and where 
are they ? Have they also returned to 
God ? Are they now among his people ? 
What then, you were not alone in sin, 
but you have been alone in your re- 
pentance, alone in your present state of 
acceptance with God ! Who then has 
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made you to differ ? Who has snatched 
you as a brand from the burning ? Who 
has saved you where others, in the 
midst of equal privileges, and equal 
opportunities, have been cut off in their 
career of impenitence and sin, and, as 
we fear, for ever perished ? We are 
convinced that each would answer, It 
was God, even my God; thanks be to 
God for exercising his grace according 
to his sovereign will, and not according 
to my deservings. “ So then it is not 
of him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth, but of God that sheweth mercy.”® 
Yes, brethren, this is one of those 
subjects which derive their most un- 
answerable arguments from the testi- 
mony of our own consciences, from what 
we feel within us, and from what we see 
around us. I would not stir one hair’s 
breadth to induce any human being to 
receive these opinions, until his own ex- 
perience has preached them to him, or 

® Romans ix. 16. 
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his own heart has anxiously sought 
them, as the channel through which to 
pour the full flood of its gratitude to the 
Giver of all its blessings. 

We have seen in the course of our 
inquiry, that there are three methods 
in which the terms of electing or 
choosing are applied in Holy Writ ; 
the election to an office, the election of 
nations or communities to external privi- 
leges, and the election of persons to 
eternal salvation. We have next to in- 
vestigate which of the three is adopted 
by our Church in the Article before us. 
The very first words of the Article 
appear to us to decide the question, 
“ Predestination to life.’^ Not, therefore, 
predestination to office or employment ; 
not as some explain it, predestination to 
any national advantages or outward 
means of grace, but “ predestination to 
life,” to spiritual life here and to eternal 
life hereafter. 

Should there be any, however, who 

H 6 
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do not consider these opening words to 
be so decisive upon this point as we are 
led to believe, it may perhaps assist them 
in coming to a right conclusion, if they 
will only take an unprejudiced view of 
the remainder of the passage which we 
have already quoted. In this the Church 
distinctly declares, that the predestina- 
tion of which she is speaking, is “the 
everlasting purpose of God to deliver 
from curse and damnation those whom he 
hath chosen in Christ out of mankind.” 
Now it is evident that if the compilers 

of our Article had intended to refer onlv 

•/ 

to national election, they would scarcely 
have employed such terms as these, for 
they must too well have known, that 
many who were in the fullest enjoyment 
of all the outward ordinances of religion, 
might eventually not be delivered^from 
“ curse and damnation,” but after all 
their external advantages make ship- 
wreck of their faith, to the eternal ruin 
of their souls. When therefore the com- 
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pilers say that the predestination of 
which they speak, is a “ predestination to 
life,” and the election of which they 
speak, is the choice “out of mankind,” 
of those whom God will' “deliver from 
curse and damnation,” and “ will bring 
by Christ to everlasting salvation,” 
it certainly does appear, that however 
wise men and good men may differ as to 
their interpretation of Scripture upon 
this point, they cannot easily differ as to 
their interpretation of the views of our 
Church respecting this great subject. 
We do not hesitate to say, that we believe 
the opinion of our Church upon the 
question of particular election to eternal 
•life, to be as decisive as any opinion she 
has ever expressed in her accredited 
formularies. 

Although we thus clearly state our 
own conviction of the sentiments of 
our Church upon this point, we would 
desire to exercise the greatest mode- 
ration while maintaining them. We 
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believe that many holy men who 
are ranged among her true and at- 
tached followers, do not view this 
subject in the same light. We are 
unable to agree with them ; but this dif- 
ference of sentiment neither diminishes 
our respect for their piety, nor our opi- 
nion of their sincerity or their judgment. 
We are willing to concede to them the 
point, that these doctrines are not to be 
brought forward in the ordinary course 
of Christian instruction, in any other 
or more prominent positions than they 
occupy in the revealed Word of our 
God. We are willing to consider them 
not as topics of discussion for the young 
Christian, but as consolations for the 
established believer, as the solace of the 
depressed, the sustenance of the fainting, 
the support of the departing servants of 
the Lord ; and surely they who differ 
from us should on their part be willing 
to concede to us, that if we believe we 
find such doctrines in the Word of God, 
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and if we feel them to be necessary 
to our own stability, and to our own 
comfort, we should be left in the peaceful 
enjoyment of them, without having de- 
ductions, which we nevfer draw, and 
conclusions, which we never arrive at, 
forced upon us as our own, and the hor- 
rible consequences of these imaginary 
deductions and conclusions visited upon 
our heads. However, then, we may 
differ upon these points, which after all 
must ever be more speculative than 
practical, let us, my brethren, resolve 
that, as regards ourselves, they shall 
never, under any degree of provocation, 
lead us to the adoption of bitterness of 
language or acerbity of feeling, or even 
to the diminution of Christian love, to- 
wards those of whom, whatever be the 
differences between us upon these mys- 
terious points, we believe, and rejoice to 
believe, that they are the followers of 
the same Master, with a love as fervent. 
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and a service as acceptable, as the best 
among ourselves. 

All that, as your minister, I would re- 
quire of you, is to “search the Scrip- 
tures daily and see whether these things 
be so.” Search them not in a controver- 
sial spirit, a spirit in which no religious 
question, and still less one so deeply 
mysterious as that before us, ought ever 
to be approached ; but search them with 
a prayerful desire to be led into all 
truth, that you may be the better able 
to glorify the God of truth. The days, 
we trust, shall arrive, when the differ- 
ences of opinion to which we have just 
adverted shall make no difference in the 
regard with which each member of the 
body of Christ shall behold every other 
member ; when the terms Arminian ^nd 
Calvinist, Orthodox and Evangelical, 
shall be foi^otten, and when the only 
distinction known within our Church 
shall be, that which must always arise 



ARTICLE XVII. 


159 


from the ever-varying degrees of love to 
God, and conformity to his will, and 
holiness of life, and charity of thought, 
and word and action, manifested in the 
progressive sanctification 6f all his chil- 
dren. 

The Article before us having then, as 
we believe, clearly propounded the doc- 
trine of election unto everlasting life, 
of “ thos(! who are chosen in Christ out 
of mankind," continues thus to speak of 
its practical results ; “ Wherefore they 
which be endued with so excellent a 
benefit of God, be called according to 
God’s purpose by his Spirit working in 
due season ; they through grace obey 
the calling, they be justified freely, they 
be made sons of God by adoption, they 
b^made like the image of his only- 
begotten Son Jesus Christ, they walk 
religiously in good works, and at length 
by God’s mercy they attain to everlast- 
ing felicity.” ‘ 

^ It is, perhaps, scarcely necessary to remark that, 
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This plain and beautiful passage seems 
written expressly with a view to that de- 
claration of the Spirit of God which we 
meet with in Romans viii. 30, “ Whom 
he did predestinate, them he also called ; 
and whom he called, them he also justi- 
fied ; and whom he justified, them he 
also glorified.” It distinctl}'^ marks the 
progress of the true people of God, from 
their first eflfectual calling by the Spirit 
of Grace, through their justification, their 
adoption, their sanctification, up to their 
everlasting felicity ; and asserts that all 
is of grace, of free, boundless, undeserved 
grace, from their first election of God be- 
fore all time, throughout their holy obedi- 
ence to God in time, and to their final 
glorification with God, when time shall 
be no longer. 

throughout this passage, every clause, “ They through 
grace,” &c., “ They be justified,” &c., is a predicate 
true only if the election spoken of by our Church be 
admitted to be a personal election ; but absolutely 
false, if it be considered a national election. 
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While upon this portion of the Article, 
it is important to remark, as we have 
before had occasion to do, the extreme 
caution and watchfulness of our Church 
not to admit a single questionable state- 
ment into these valuable documents. You 
will observe that the subject of reproba- 
tion, or the Calvinistic doctrine, that as 
certain persons are elected to eternal life, 
so certain ])ersons are elected to eternal 
condemnation, is left entirely untouched. 
The compilers of our Articles were never 
tempted to enter upon those unhallowed 
deductions with which men are so apt to 
delight themselves on this high subject, 
saying, If it please God to elect certain 
persons in Christ, to “ bring to ever- 
lasting salvation, as vessels made to 
hon^r,” then must he, by this act, con- 
demn, or, at the very least, pass by all 
others, and seal them up under final con- 
demnation. Not a word of this kind is 
to be found in our Articles, in our Homi- 
lies, or in our Liturgy ; no, not although 
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you search the accredited formularies of 
our Church from end to end, will you 
find a single sentence breathing such a 
doctrine. The fact is that, upon this 
point, it has, 'at least so it appears to us, 
pleased God to reveal nothing, and, 
therefore, most wisely and most dis- 
creetly it has pleased oar Church also 
to assert nothing.® 

^ There are indeed some excellent cautions towards 
the latter part of the Article ; hut we do not think 
that these invalidate what we have just asserted, or 
refer in any degree to the doctrine of reprobation, hut 
simply to an unhallowed and licentious view of the 
great doctrine propounded in the former part. Thus, 
after declaring that the godly consideration of pre- 
destination is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable 
comfort to godly persons, “ as well because it doth 
greatly establish and confirm their faith of eternal 
salvation, to be enjoyed through Christ, as because it 
doth fervently kindle their love to God,” the Article 
proceeds to show that the consideration of the same 
subject by curious and carnal persons, lacking the 
Spirit of God, “ is a most dangerous downfal, whereby 
the devil doth thrust them either into desperation or 
into recklessness of most unclean living plainly 
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Far be it, then, from me to speak dog- 
matically where our Church is silent, 
but, as regards my own opinion, as there 
may be those among you who might de- 
sire to know the sentiments of your 
minister upon so weighty, so tremendous 
a point, I feel no hesitation in declaring 
that I believe the doctrine of re})robation 
to be as utterly at variance with all that 
is revealed to us of the character of God, 
as with those many unequivocal declara- 
tions of his Divine Word, that “ He 
willeth not that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance.” 
That he has “ No pleasure in the death 
of a sinner, but rather that he should 
turn from his wickedness and live.” 
While it appears to me that the inspired 
writers, and even our Lord himself, 
speaking, as they often do, very dis- 
tinctly upon the doctrine of election, 

referring to those who ai^ue, that if they are elected, 
no sin can hinder them, and if they are not elected, 
no holiness can help them. 
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always take especial care to except the 
doctrine of reprobation.® Thus, in the 
description of the final judgment in the 
Twenty-fifth chapter of St. Matthew, 
our Lord appears to take for granted the 

^ That tliis is the view of all the best authorities in 
our Church might easily be shown, but a single pas- 
sage from Hooker must suffice, ‘‘ For if God*s 
electing do, in order, (as needs it must) pre-suppose 
the foresight of their being that are elected, though 
they be elected before they be ; nor only the positive 
foresight of their being, but also the permissive of 
their being miserable, because election is through 
mercy, and mercy doth always pre-suppose misery ; 
it followeth, that the very chosen of God acknow- 
ledge to the praise of the riches of his exceeding free 
compassion, that when he in his secret determination 
set it down, ‘ Those shall live and not die,* they lay 
as ugly spectacles before him, as lepers .... 
miserable, worthy to be had in detestation ; and 
shall any forsaken creature be able to say unto God, 
‘ Thou didst plunge me into the depth, and assign 
me unto endless torments, only to satisfy thine own 
will, finding nothing in me for which I could seem 
in thy sight so well worthy to feel everlasting 
flames V ** — Hooker* s Answer to Travers, page 482, 
Edit. 1622. 
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former of these doctrines as a well-estab- 
lished truth, when he says, “ Then shall 
the King say unto them on his right 
hand. Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world 
while, at the same time, he appears as 
distinctly to exclude the latter doctrine 
when he adds, “ Then shall he say also 
unto them on his left hand. Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared” (not for you, but) “ for the devil 
and his angels.” 

If, then, “We receive God's promises 
as they be generally set forth to us in 
Holy Scripture,” and not as they be 
limited or restricted by the results of 
human reasoning, we shall, on the one 
hand, neither desire to reject, nor to ex- 
plain away, nor to render futile such 
mysterious doctrines as those which we 
have been considering ; nor shall we, on 
the other hand, be afraid to give their 
full and literal meaning to such promises 
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as these : “ Whosoever will, let him take 
of the water of life freely.” “ Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden; and I will give you rest.” While 
in fact we shall hold the doctrine of this 
Article, viz., particular election, as it is 
most plainly propounded by our Lord 
when he said, “ All that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me,” we shall 
hold the great doctrine of universal re- 
demption,^ which appears to be with 

** The doctrine of universal redemption, (very 
different from the figment of universal pardon) is 
most emphatically stated in the 31st Article of our 
Church, which says, “ The offering of Christ once 
made is that perfect Redemption, propitiation and 
satisfaction for all the sins of the whole world, both 
original and actual.” That this was the opinion of 
the chief compiler of our Articles, may be seen from 
many parts of his works ; e. g. “ This is the honour 
and glory of our High Priest, wherein he admitteth 
neither partner nor successor. For by his one obla- 
tion he satisfied the Father for all men*s sins,*' 
— Cranmer's Answer to Gardiner, p. 372. “ Mark 

liere, he saith, ‘ Come all ye wherefore then should 
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equal plainness involved in the con- 
cluding passage, “ Him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out. ” Whether 
we are able or unable to reconcile these 
apparently conflicting statements is of 
little moment ; both are to be found in 
the unerring Word of God, and there- 
fore each is of equal importance and of 
equal truth ; and receiving both in hu- 
mility and in love, we shall raise our 
lieartfelt acknowledgments upon every 
review of these blessed and lifegiving 
truths, to “ God the Father, who hath 
made us and all the world ; to God the 
Son, who hath redeemed us and all 
mankind ; and to God the Holy Ghost, 
who sanctifieth us and all the elect people 
of God.” — (Catechism of the Church of 
England.) 

We have seen, then, that the end to 
which we are elected by God, is ever- 

any man despair to shut out himself from these pro- 
mises of Christ, which be general and pertain to the 
w/iole world,** — Sermons, p. 182, Edit. 1584. 
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lasting life ; but we must never forget 
that faith and holiness are the means 
through which we must pass to it ; that 
there is no instance in sacred writ in 
which this ^nd and these means are 
disunited. All tend to this point, that 
“ we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them.” “ For whom He did fore- 
know, he also did predestinate,” says the 
Apostle, “ to be conformed to the image 
of his Son.” It is then perfectly clear 
that none are among the elect people of 
God who do not obey the call to that 
faith in a crucified Redeemer, “ without 
which no man living shall be justified,” 
and tp that “ holiness without which no 
man shall see the Lord.” That none 
are predestinated to everlasting life who 
are not “ conformed to the image of the 
Saviour,” i. e., imitating him in the'r 
life and conversation : that none are 
“ chosen in Christ out of the world,” 
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who are not also “ created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works.” Bear then 
continually in mind, brethren, that if 
you are elect to the enjoyment of ever- 
lasting life, it can only* be “ through 
sanctification of the Spirit unto obe- 
dience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ;”* that if, as the Ar- 
ticle expresses it, “ Predestination to 
life is the everlasting purpose of God,” 
concerning you “ whom he hath chosen 
in Christ out of mankind,” it is equally 
his everlasting purpose “ that you should 
be holy and without blame before Him 
in love.”^ No man ever was or ever 
can be elected to the end, who was not 
elected to the way which leads to it. 
Be assured, therefore, that unless you are 
united by a living faith to the Saviour — 
unless you are continually striving after 
conformity to His will, obedience to His 
laws, love to His person, hatred to, and 
abstinence from all sin, you have no evi- 
* 1 Pet. i. 2, ^ Eplies. i. 4. 
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dence, you can have no evidence, that 
your names are written in the Lamb's 
book of life ; for be ye sure of this, that 
no man who is not found cleansed and 
purified by tlK Spirit of Christ, and 
walking while on earth in the strait and 
narrow way which alone leads to heaven, 
can ever hope to be ultimately found in 
that heaven, the gate of which, though 
“ w'ide enough to admit the greatest 
sinner, is too narrow to admit the 
smallest sin.” “ Give, therefore, dili- 
gence to make your calling and election 
sure;” not simply to obtain an assurance 
of it, as some would explain away the 
meaning of the passage, but to make it 
sure, firm, secure, stedfast. Recollect, 
an Apostle could declare, “ I keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjection, 
lest that by any means when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be 
a castaway;” and let the recollection 
urge you to greater zeal, greater prayer- 
fulness, greater lioliness, “ Giving all 
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diligence to add to your faith virtue, 
and to virtue knowledge, and to know- 
ledge temperance, and to temperance 
patience, and to patience godliness, and 
to godliness brotherly kii/dness, charity;” 
“ for if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall.” 

In conclusion, if I address any of you 
who are unable to receive the truths, 
of which we have this day spoken, as 
the truths of God, “ Let not your hearts 
be troubled, neither be afraid.” “ Then 
shall ye know, if ye follow on to know 
the Lord,”"* is his own most gracious 
promise, and in due time will assuredly 
be fulfilled to all who seek it. If you 
need the consolation or encouragement 
which this blessed doctrine is so well cal- 
culated to bestow, we doubt not that it 
will be given you : if you need it not, 
and do not, and cannot, receive it, be 
careful not to be tempted to scorn those 
who hold it, lest haply you be found to 

Hos. vi. S, 

I 2 
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fight against God. Be content to rest 
upon that Rock of Ages on which we 
all are resting ; to dwell on those 
things on which all the children of God 
agree, and to le&ve those on which they 
differ, till a day of brighter light, and 
more unclouded sunshine. It is an 
unspeakable blessing to know that there 
is not any difficulty, and, blessed be 
God, there has never been, among real 
Christians, any controversy respecting 
the one great truth which is the basis of 
our hope, the foundation of our eternity, 
viz., “ The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin; ’ and “ he is able to save 
to the uttermost all that come unto God 
by Him. ’ If your souls are ever 
tempest- tossed upon that ocean of the 
mysteries of God which man can never 
fathom, here they may find an anchorage, 
whence neither wind nor wave can drive 
them. It is a declaration so plain, 
“ that he may run that readeth it;”® and 
^ Hab. ii. 2. 
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yet so powerful, that the guiltiest sinner 
upon earth needs no plea more availing 
to enable him to stand before the bar of 
God, in garments of as unspotted white- 
ness as ever graced the angels and arch- 
angels who surround his throne, The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all 
sin.” None can be saved who fly not 
to that cleansing blood, none can be 
lost who go as penitent believers there. 
On this vital point, you who deny the 
doctrine of election believe no less ; 
and we who hold the doctrine believe 
no more. Here, upon this key-stone, 
of the arch of our salvation, all true 
believers, of every kindred, and nation, 
and people, and tongue, have taken 
their fixed and final stand. Heaven and 
earth may pass away, must pass away, 
but, amidst the ruin of a falling world, 
this key-stone of the arch shall remain 
inviolate, and not an individual, from 
our great forefather Adam, to his last 
and youngest son, who has firmly set his 
foot upon that arch, but shall be pro- 
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nounced a conqueror, and “ more than 
conqueror, through Him that loveth 
us.” May we, brethren, be found, upon 
that great and coming day, thus planted 
upon the Rock*of Ages; may we even 
now taste something of the stability and 
comfort which this can alone impart, 
and on that day when all else shall for 
ever pass away from beneath our feet, 
may we, firmly fixed on this immoveable 
foundation, take up the Conqueror's song 
and exclaim, “ Thanks be to God who 
hath given us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ !”“ 

® “ In chapters ix. x., &c., of the Epistle to the 
Romans, St. Paul treats the sentence of predestina- 
tion. For from that alone depend all things ; that 
is, who will or not receive the Word, who will or not 
believe, who are to be delivered from sin, who 

blinded, who condemned, and who justified 

And assuredly this firm sentence and immoveable 
necessity of predestination is most necessary. For 
so weak are we, that were it placed in our hands, 
very few or none would be saved. For the devil 
would overcome all. But now since this firm and 
most certain sentence of God cannot be changed nor 
reversed by any creature, there is a hope surely left 
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us of conquering sin at length, how much soever it 
now rage in the flesh. But here tho^e inquisitive 
persons are to be checked, who, before they have 
learned Christ and the virtue of the cross, pry into 
the abyss of predestination, and vainly seek to know 
whether they are predestinated or not. For these 
will doubtless lead and precipitate themselves by 
their own foolish curiosity into the snares of con- 
science or desperation. But do thou in the process 
of learning sacred truth, follow the train and order 
delivered by the Apostle. First, learn to know 
Christ, that thou mayest confess thine own powers 
of no avail but to sin. Then wrestle diligently with 
the flesh by faith, as he teaches in chap. vii. Pre- 
sently, when thou have come to the viiith chap., that 
is, when thou hast had trial of tribulation and the 

cross, then, for the first time, this necessity 

of predestination will grow sweet, then, for the first 
time, thou wilt perceive in chapters x., xi., how 
full of comfort is predestination. For unless thou 
hast experienced tribulation ; unless thou hast 
felt thyself brought, as we see in David and 
other saints, sometimes to the gates of hell, thou 
canst not handle the sentence of predestination 
without danger, and, as it were, a blasphemous 
murmuring of nature against God. It is neces- 
sary, therefore, that the old Adam should be mor- 
tified and the senses of the flesh bruised, and that 
the babes in Christ should grow to riper age before 
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they drink this strong wine'* — Luther's Preface to 
Ep, to the Romans » Works, vol. v. 1 00. Witeb. 1554. 

The above passage (for calling his attention to 
which, the Author is indebted to a note in the Rev. 
V. Short’s History of the Church of England) seems 
entirely the groundwork of the 17th Article of our 
Church, and fully justifies us in saying that the 
Article is more Lutheran than Calvinistic. At the 
same time, it differs as widely from the views of 
those who imagine election to be confined to national 
privileges (for where would be the strong wine,” 
** metacum,” in the doctrine of national election?) 
as it does from those who, with Calvin, consider per- 
sonal election to be a doctrine lying at the foundation 
of our faith, and upon which “ the babes in Christ ” 
are to be built, instead of reserving it for the top- 
stone of the arch, the crowning truth of our religion, 
revealed for the comfort and encouragement of those 
who have already learnt “ to know Christ,” and have 
found by experience, that if their salvation were 
placed in their own hands, “ the devil would over- 
come all.” In truth, it is a doctrine which the head 
must condescend to learn from the heart. 

As an example of the spirit in which such truth 
should be maintained, see an affecting letter of the 
martyr, John Bradford, “ To certain men not rightly 
persuaded in the most true, comfortable, and necessary 
doctrine of God’s holy election and predestination.” 
— T^etter Ixvii. 
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Titus iii. 4, 5, (5. 

« BUT AFTER THAT THE KINDNESS AND LOVE OF OOI> 
OUR SAVIOUR TOWARD MAN APPEARED, NOT BY 
WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH WE HAVE DONE* 
BUT ACCORDING TO HIS MERCY HE SAVED US, BY 
THE WASHING OF REGENERATION AND RENEWING 
OF THE HOLY GHOST; WHICH HE SHED ON US 
ABUNDANTLY, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR SA- 
VIOUR." 

The only two doctrinal Articles which 
now remain to he brought under review, 
are the 27th and 28th, which contain 
the opinions of our Reformers upon the 
two sacraments which “ Christ ordained 
in his Church, ” “ Baptism, and the 
Supper of the Lord.” 

The 27th Article, which is confined to 
the very important subject of Christian 
baptism, will afi'ord, under the Divine 
blessing, profitable matter for our present 
consideration . 
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It is almost unnecessary to remind 
you, that baptism is that initiatory rite 
established by the great Founder of our 
holy religion, the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, when he said, “ Go ye, there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Through this Divine ordinance, as through 
a portal, it is not too much to say, speak- 
ing generally,' that all true converts are 
required to pass before they can be con- 
sidered members of the visible Church of 
the Redeemer upon earth, or inheritors 
of its blessings in eternity, — “ He that be- 
lieveth, and is baptised, shall be saved.” 

Rightly to understand the important 
post occupied by this Christian sacra- 
ment at the very threshold of the religion 
we profess, it is well to bear in mind 

* Q. “ How many sacraments hath Christ ordained 
in his Church ?” — A. Two only, as generally neces- 
sary to salvation .’* — Catechism of the Church of 
England* 
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the nature of that initiatory ceremony 
which stood equally^ at the threshold of 
the religion which Christianity super- 
seded. We find, then, that at eight* 
days old every infant of« the children of 
Israel was solemnly dedicated to the God 
of Israel by the rite of circumcision. In 
this rite the infant entered into covenant 
with God, and became one of that visible 
Church of God on earth, of which the 
Apostle predicates such illustrious things, 
when he says, “To whom pertaineth the 
adoption, and the glory, and the cove- 
nants.”* To every child, then, who was 
circumcised according to the letter of 
God’s law, a free access was opened to 
all the abundant spiritual blessings which 
the chosen people of God enjoyed, since, 
all infant as he was, he was included in 
the covenant which God had made with 
Israel ; and, unless from his own sub- 
sequent misconduct he forfeited these 
blessings, he was numbered among the 
* Gen, xvii. 12. ^ Rom. ix. 4. 
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true Israelites,^ the possessors of the land 
of promise here, the inheritors of the land 
of promise hereafter. 

It was natural, then, that in the Chris- 
tian dispensation, which is called in 
Scripture “the better covenant,” and 
with reference to which it was declared 
that Christ should “ in all things have 
the pre-eminence” over Moses, there 
should be some initiatory rite by which 
the infant children of believers should 
be brought into covenant with God, and 
be permitted, at as early an age, to 
enjoy at least all the spiritual advantages 
which had been enjoyed in the Jewish 
Church, and with as large an addition 
to those advantages as the freeness^and 
the fulness of the Gospel dispensation ex- 
ceeded those of the Jewish dispensation. 

What might so reasonably have been 
anticipated from the mercy and tender 
compassion of our God, his own word, 

■* “ They are not all Israel, which are of Israel.” — 
Rom. ix. 6. 
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as we shall see, assures us is come to 
pass, and it is in dependence upon the 
authority of that word that our Re- 
formers declared such great and glorious 
things respecting Christian baptism as 
we find throughout all the ofl5ces of our 
Church. To demonstrate this, I shall 
commence by referring you to the first 
answer in the Church Catechism, in 
which the child is taught to declare, 
respecting his baptism, that therein he 
“ was made a member of Christ, a child 
of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom 
of heaven.” While, in answer to “What 
is the inward and spiritual grace o. 
baptism?” he is taught to reply, “A 
death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness ; for, being by nature born 
in sin, and the children of wrath, we are 
hereby made the children of grace. ” 
And this is in perfect accordance with 
the baptismal service, in which the 
Church teaches us to pray that the 
infant then brought to God “ may re- 
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ceive remission of his sins by spiritual 
regeneration and, having so asked, 
she again, in “ the full assurance of 
faith,” that “ whatsoever we ask in 
prayer believing, we shall receive,” if 
it be according to the will® of God, and 
the mind of the Spirit, directs us to 
return our humble and hearty thanks to 
Almighty God, “ that it hath pleased 
him to regenerate this infant with his 
Holy Spirit, to receive him for his own 
child by adoption, and to incorporate 
him into his holy Church.”® 

The doctrine which our Reformers 
propounded so plainly in the Catechism, 
and in the Baptismal Service, will be 
found stated with equal clearness and 
truth in the Article now before us. 

“Art, 27. — Of Baptism. 

“ Baptism is not only a sign of pro- 
fession and mark of difference, whereby 
Christian men are discerned from others 
who are not baptized, but it is also a sign 
® 1 John V. 14. ® Baptismal Service. 
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of regeneration, or new birth, whereby, 
as by an instrument, they that receive 
baptism rightly are grafted into the 
Church ; the promises of forgiveness of 
sin, and of our adoption to’be the sons of 
God, by the Holy Ghost, are visibly 
signed and sealed ; faith is confirmed, 
and grace increased by virtue of prayer 
unto God.”^ Our Church declares, then, 
in these words, that by “ regeneration or 

^ I did not notice the concluding passage of the 
Article, viz., “ The baptism of young children, is in 
any wise to be retained in the Church, as most 
agreeable with the institution of Christ,” because it 
appeared needless to enter upon the arguments by 
which infant baptism is proved to be according to the 
will of God, while addressing a congregation who 
entertain no doubts upon the subject. The fact that 
baptism supplies the place of cjycumcision, and the 
certainty that, unless it did so, it would be difficult 
to show that the dispensation under which we live is 
in all things that “ better covenant” which the Spirit of 
God pronounces it ; this, added to the uniform prac- 
tice of the Christian Church for nearly one thousand 
years, appears fully sufficient to satisfy the mind of 
every unprqudiced inquiren 
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new birth,” they that “ receive baptism 
rightly are grafted into the Church,” 
and have “ the promises of forgiveness 
of sin, and of their adoption to be the 
sons of God, by the Holy Ghost, visibly 
signed and sealed.” Now let us endea- 
vour to disencumber ourselves of all 
human systems, and forgetting the long, 
and angry, and bitter controversies which 
have arisen upon these points, refer 
simply to the Word of God, and dis- 
cover how far the Church is borne out, 
in these her declarations, by the au- 
thority of that Word, from which, as 
Christians, and especially as Protestant 
Christians, we can desire no appeal. 

We commence, then, as the most 
striking and reqjarkable of all the decla- 
rations of Scripture upon this head, with 
the words of the text, “ Not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost, which he 
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shed on us abundantly, through .Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.” 

Here, then, is a case in which the 
Spirit of God, speaking of baptism, uses 
the phrase, “ The laver of regeneration,” 
as synonymous with it, meaning there- 
fore, unquestionably, that the washing of 
baptism is the sign and seal of the wash- 
ing of regeneration ; and therefore, fully 
authorizing our Chureh to use the lan- 
guage which we have seen that she adopts 
respecting this important sacrament. 

That this is no isolated passage, but 
that the general tenour of Scripture bears 
us out in expecting these great things 
from Christian baptism, when “ rightly 
received,” may easily be demonstrated. 
We find St. Peter replying to the inquiry 
of the 3,000 converts on the day of Pen- 
tecost, “ What shall we do ?” “ Repent, 
and be baptised, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto 
you and to your children, and to all that 



188 


DISCOURSE VII. 


promise.” In which passage the Apostle 
evidently intends by “putting on Christ,” 
the putting him on spiritually, as well 
as professedly, the being “renewed in 
the spirit of \heir mind,” and the putting 
on “the new man which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness. So far is he from saying this in 
a merely general manner of the Gala- 
tians as a Church, that he adopts a form 
of speech when he says, ‘ ^ As many of 
you,” which clearly individualizes, as 
much as our Church does when she 
teaches us to thank God for the l)CStowal 
of the blessing in every particular case. 
And yet it would indeed be difficult to 
imagine that of all these Galatian con- 
verts, not one was ever found who de- 
serted the faith to which he had been 
brought, or forfeited the spiritual bless- 
ings of which he had at baptism been 
made partaker, or, as our Church ex- 
presses it, “ fell from grace given.” 

The great duty then of every Christian 
1 Eph. iv. 23, 24. 
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parent in bringing his child to the water 
of baptism, which we should deduce 
from this encouraging, and, as we trust, 
scriptural view of this holy sacrament, is 
to “ draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith," asking great things 
of God, and expecting great things from 
Him, and believing that He who insti- 
tuted this holy sacrament as a sign and 
seal of spiritual regeneration, will, when 
it is “rightly received," be present by his 
Divine Spirit, to accompany it then and 
there by the blessing of which it is the 
seal and sign, that the child so offered to 
God may be then filled with the Spirit of 
God, may be made a new creature in 
(Christ .lesus, and may by God’s grace 
“ continue Christ’s faithful soldier and 
servant unto his life’s end." 

“Would to God,’’ my brethren, to adopt 
the language of an eminent prelate who 
has occasionally addressed you from this 
place, “ that this truth were better un- 
derstood, and this primitive, this reason- 
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able baptism more generally practised ! 
Then we should not find so many who, 
though born of water as far as concerns 
the baptismal rite, are evidently not 
made new creatures by the Spirit who 
renews and sanctifies the soul.”* We 
say then, and we could wish that the 
view which we have been endeavouring 
to take of this important spiritual ordi- 
nance, might be deeply impressed upon 
the mind of every Christian parent, for 
we believe that it would tend greatly, 
not only to improve the feelings with 
which all would bring their children to 
the baptismal font, but to improve also 
the manner in which all would educate 
their children from their very earliest 
years, in the heartfelt love of that God 
and Saviour who had already done such 
great things for them. We say, Christian 
parents, look well to your privileges, re- 
joice in them, plead them in prayer 
before God, and act upon them in all 

* Bishop of Chester’s Lectures on St. John, p. 83. 
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your intercourse with your children. 
Tell them they have a God who loves 
them, a Saviour who died for them, a 
Holy Spirit who sanctifies them ; be 
instant with them in season and out of 
season, that they in return may love, and 
serve, and imitate their Divine and 
blessed Master. We dare not assert that 
in every such case, the event will be, 
that your children shall really inherit 
the kingdom of heaven, because we 
know that “ sons of Belial” were found 
both in Eli’s and in Samuel’s family, 
but we doubt not that it will be so in an 
incalculably greater number of cases than 
most Christians have faith enough to 
believe ; and we know not that there is 
a single instance either in Scripture, or 
in tlie record of Christian experience, 
where such means have been faithfully 
and perseveringly employed, and any 
reason has been left us to fear, that the 
event has been otherwise. 

We have now, however, what may 
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appear to some a difficult task, to recon- 
cile the language of our Church in her 
Catechism, in her Baptismal Service, and 
in the Article before us, with the lives, 
alas ! of too many of her professed 
members. It has often been, and it no 
doubt in justice fairly may be asked, 
Whence comes it if every individual 
member of the Church of England be 
thus spoken of as regenerated, or born 
anew of the Spirit, so many in after life 
evidence no signs of any such change 
having ever taken place at all? To this 
we reply, that although we believe that 
our Church speaks in the language of 
Scripture and of truth, when she thus 
identifies baptism with the “ washing of 
regeneration,” we believe also, that she 
speaks only in the language of charity 
and of hope, when she trusts that every 
baptised member of the communion has 
fulfilled the terms ^f his baptismal cove- 
nant, has nurtured the seed of divine 
grace, and as she originally asked for 
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him, has “ ever remained in the number 
of God’s faithful and elect children.” 
Precisely as in her other sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper, she, in the same 
judgment of charity, assaimes that her 
members “ have duly received those 
holy mysteries,”^ and in consequence 
are assured that they “ are very mem- 
bers incorporate in the mystical body of 
the Son of God, and heirs through hope 
of His everlasting kingdom.” 

Now it is perfectly true, that although 
in the service of this solemn sacraipent 
of the Lord’s Supper we speak thus, and 
assume thus without the least hesitation, 
that “ all we” who approach the table of 
the Lord “ have duly received these holy 
mysteries,” yet that, with the utmost 
stretch of Christian charity, we must still 
fear that there are many at all times in 
the Christian Church, who in the lan- 
guage of the 29th Article, “ do carnally 
and visibly press with their teeth the 

^ Communion Service. 
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sacrament of the body and blood of 
Christ, yet in no wise are they partakers 
of Christ.” No enlightened Christian, 
however, is offended at the discrepance 
between the language and the fact, 
simply because we know that the Church 
is not now gifted with the power of 
“ discerning spirits,” or of reading the 
heart and therefore is not only fully 
justified, but is bound in Christian 
charity to hope the best of all, and of 
each of her members. 

This, indeed, appears to be the key to 
the right understanding of the motive 
and intention of our Church in all her 
services.* It is obvious that if the 
Church have but one set of services for 

E. g., In the much-controverted portion of her 
Burial Service, where, “ in sure and certain hope of 
the resurrection to eternal life,” firmly fixed in the 
hearts of her members, they are taught to offer their 
hearty thanks to God for delivering their brethren 
out of the misery of this sinful world, a thanksgiving 
which can only be consistently offered in the spirit of 
charity and of hope. 
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her members, she must so construct 
those services as to apply to the case of 
her real and spiritual, and not her 
nominal, members. Bearing this in 
view, there is nothing rfemarkable that 
she should act in faith upon the declara- ■ 
tion of her God, that his “ promises are 
to us and to our seed,” and concluding, 
that the parents and the sponsors of the 
children presented at the baptismal font, 
are themselves among the faithful, de- 
voted, prayerful, servants of the Most 
High, she is bound to expect that the 
infant will “ rightly receive” Christian 
baptism, that God will hear and answer 
petitions so scriptural, so reasonable, so 
entirely for the honour and glory of his 
own great and holy name, and that the 
child will “ lead the rest of his life ac- 
cording to this beginning.” 

That she is often disappointed, that 
in after years we are compelled to mourn 
over the alienation from God, of those, 
over whom as infants, we have united 

K 2 
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in the prayers and thanksgivings of the 
Church, only proves that while our 
Church is true to her God, and to his 
revealed Word, by suppressing nothing 
of all the blessings which he has pro- 
mised to his people, we parents are in 
too many cases untrue to the best interests 
of our children, and to our own souls, by 
not coming up to the baptismal font with 
more enlarged and scriptural views of 
these blessings, and that our children 
have not improved the gift of God which 
is in them, but have permitted tlie holy 
seed to remain unwatered by the dews 
of the Spirit, for which they have neg- 
lected to ask ; and uncultured by the 
aid of the great Husbandman, whom 
they have foreborne to seek. 

We must now pass on to the important 
and individual application of this high 
subject. This, then, brings us to the 
great practical question in which all are 
interested, not merely we who are 
parents in the welfare of our children. 
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but all in the welfare of their own souls. 
I address- myself then to you, my 
brethren, as baptised members of the 
Church of England, and say to each 
individual among you,* your Church 
once beheld you brought as one, “ by 
nature born in sin, and the child of 
wrath,” to the water of baptism, and 
there having offered her prayers that 
you might undergo that spiritual change, 
without which, as Christ himself has 
said, “ you cannot enter the kingdom of 
heaven,” she returned her thanksgivings 
that you had undergone this change, 
had been born anew of water and of the 
Holy Ghost, made a child of God by 
the Spirit of adoption, and incorporated 
into the Church of the Redeemer. 
Now, brethren, we require you to ask 
yourselves, honestly and conscientiously, 
and as in the presence of Him who seeth 
the heart, whether, in your own case, 
this reasonable belief of your Church 
has been fulfilled ? and that you may be 
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enabled to answer the inquiry, remember 
the words of our Isord Jesus Christ 
himself, ‘%That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is Spirit. ’ ’ Have you then, like 
Samuel, and like Timothy, been so born 
of the Spirit, from your earliest infancy, 
that the unholy and sinful pleasures of 
the' flesh have possessed no hold upon 
you, that you have not indulged them, 
have not tolerated them, have not allowed 
them, even for a moment, to gather 
strength by your supineness or indiffer- 
ence, but have been led to seek a power 
greater than your own to repel and to 
vanquish them ? And, further than this, 
have you reason to hope that spiritual 
things have ever been your delight, the 
real element in which your souls would 
live, and in which alone they can breathe 
freely and unrestrainedly ? If these 
things be so, “ happy are ye; for the 
Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon 
you for then may you indeed indulge 
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the hope that yo^ have from your earliest 
infancy been brou|^it among the spiritual 
children of the family of Go^, and edu- 
cated for your Father’s kingdom. 

But, perhaps, such ev-idences as these 
are wanting. Then would we ask, have 
you the distinct, yofeiyually satisfactory 
and encouraging feelings, that whereas 
you once were blind, now you see ; that 
you have been renewed by the Spirit of 
God ; that old things have passed away, 
that all things have become new ; and 
that by God’s own free and sovereign 
grace you have been brought out of 
darkness, and misery, and sin, into the 
glorious light, ^nd liberty, and holiness, 
of his redeemed people ? That you, 
through grace, have been taught to 
deplore and to forsake the sins and follies 
of your youth, your once cherished lusts 
and unholy passions, and are now en- 
deavouring, even now, though it be but 
at the eleventh hour, to serve the Lord 
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Jesus Christ in all holiness and godliness 
of living. 

Or, again, are you conscious that this 
testimony also is absent, that spiritual 
feelings, the ft,ith and penitence, the 
joy and hope, of the believer, are still to 
you as unknown and disregarded things ; 
that the world, and the things of the 
world, form your home and your enjoy- 
ment ; that pride and vanity, sensuality 
and uncharitableness, or even some of 
the darker children of the natural heart, 
are still, as they have ever been, the 
welcomed inmates of your bosom ? Upon 
what then do you ground your assurance 
that you are, at the present moment, 
“ a member of Christ, a child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven V Upon your baptism ? Surely 
you have not the hardihood to avow 
such a conviction. As well might Si- 
mon Magus, who was baptised by an 
apostle, have contravened the decision 
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of St. Peter, “ I perceive that thou 
art in the gall of bitterness, and in 
the bond of iniquity,” by pointing to 
the waters of baptism, as that any 
baptised member of ' the Christian 
Church should take comfort to himself 
while in a state of alienation from God, 
and disobedience to his commands, and 
indifference to the Saviour of the world, 
from having once been made the subject 
of the prayers and thanksgivings of his 
Church. No, brethren, “ by their fruits 
ye shall know them;” there is no other 
test here, there will be none other on the 
great day of account. Living thus, and 
dying thus, it is vain, utterly vain, for 
you to hope, when standing before the 
bar of God, that it will avail you to 
plead baptismal regeneration. Where 
are its fruits ? what have been its effects ? 
where is the renewed heart ? ‘ ‘ the death 
unto sin,” the “ new-birth unto righte- 
ousness,” the love to the Saviour, which 
must ever be features in the character of 

K 5 
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“ a member of Christ?” where the love 
to God, which must ever be the feeling 
of “ a child of God?” where the meetness 
to be partaker of the worship, and the 
joys, and the services, of the heavenly 
temple, which must ever mark “ an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven?” 
Alas ! are all these absent, and yet do you 
imagine that no total change of heart, 
and affections, and mind, and life, in 
you can be required ? Banish for ever 
such a delusion, or it will be your ruin. 
Be assured, if God be true, that if you 
have lived, and are now living, in sin, if 
you have entirely or partially forgotten 
God, and been content to receive the 
wages, and to act as the servants of 
“ the world, the flesh, and the devil,” 
his bitterest enemies, no slight improve- 
ment, no merely moral reformation, will 
avail you. You may denominate the 
change which God requires of you by 
any term ; you may speak of it in any 
language you prefer ; we will not 
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contend for names, but things: a change, 
an entire change, must be wrought in 
you, or you will not see the kingdom of 
God. “ The whole head is sick, and 
the whole heart faint,” even unto death, 
and unless the whole head he enlightened 
by the Spirit of God, and the whole 
heart renewed by the Spirit of God, the 
spiritual death of the present hour 
will be inevitably succeeded by the 
eternal death of banishment from God, 
and from the presence of his glory. We. 
do then most earnestly exhort you w^ho 
have never yet thought seriously of your 
baptismal covenant, to read over care- 
fully the service of your Church which 
contains it, to examine yourselves by it, 
to inquire, before you come to the second 
sacrament of your Church, whether you 
have ever been lastingly benefited by the 
spiritual blessings of the first sacrament 
— whether your part of the baptismal 
covenant has ever yet been performed^ — 
whether the devil and his works, the 
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world and its vanities, the flesh and its 
lusts, have ever yet been really and con- 
scientiously renounced — whether, in fact, 
you have any sensible evidence that you 
have been born ^new of the Spirit ; and 
if not, to be most earnest in persevering 
prayer to God, that you may be a par- 
taker of that spiritual renewal, without 
which the kingdom of heaven will be as 
certainly, as effectually, closed against 
the baptised and nominal worshipper of 
God, as against the most dark, and ob- 
durate, and guilty, of the unbaptised 
worshippers of wood and stone. For 
never did the God of truth declare a 
more solemn, a more awakening truth 
than this, “ Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”® 

® John iii. 3.. 
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1 Cor. X. IG, 

“ THE CUP OF BLESSING WHICH WE BLESS, IS IT NOT 
THE COMMUNION OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST? THE 
BREAD WHICH WR BREAK, IS IT NOT THE COM^ 
MUNION OF THE BODY OF CHRIST?" 

The Article which comes under our 
present consideration, and which will 
conclude the series, is the Twenty- 
eighth Article of our Church, and treats 
upon the important subject of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper. 

It will perhaps tend to the better com- 
prehension of the subject before us, if, as 
while speaking of the other sacrament, 
we shortly remind you of the origin and 
institution of this solemn rite, before we 
proceed to comment upon our Church’s 
exposition of it. 
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Nothing can be more simple, and to 
an awakened heart, to one who has been 
taught to love God, and Jesus Christ 
whom he hath sent, nothing can be more 
affecting, thari the Gospel narrative of 
the institution of the Lord’s Supper. 
Hear it, then, in the plain yet beautiful 
language of Holy Writ, and may all our 
hearts be warmed and elevated by the 
views it affords us of the wisdom and 
loving-kindness, the eonsideration and 
tender compassion of our great High 
Priest who first appointed it ! “ And 

when the even was come,” say the evan- 
gelists,’ “ Jesus sat down and the twelve 
Apostles with him. And he said unto 
them. With desire I have desired ” (or I 
have most heartily desired) “ to eat this 
passover with you before I suffer : For I 
say unto you, I will not any more eat 
thereof until it be fulfilled in the kingdom 
of God.” This, then, was the last 'Pass- 
over of which the Lord Jesus Christ was 
^ Matt. xxvi. 20. Luke xxii. 14. 
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to be partaker ; it was more than this, it 
was the last Passover which God would 
recognise in his Church ; it was the final 
rite of the old dispensation, the death- 
song of Judaism. All thaft the Passover 
had ever typified was that night to be 
realised ; the true Paschal Lamb was to 
be delivered to the slaughterers; “ the 
blood of sprinkling,” which should 
throughout all ages secure the people of 
God by a spiritual deliverance far more 
wonderful, and far more blessed, than 
the temporal deliverance of the first-born 
in Egypt, was on that coming mom to be 
poured forth; when he, the Lamb of God, 
the great propitiation, should close the 
series of one thousand four hundred 
Passovers, by the sacrifice of himself. 
Our Lord then “heartily desired” to 
partake for the last time of this solemn 
rite with his beloved Apostles ; he 
“ heartily desired ” that the shadow 
should pass away, and the great and 
glorious reality, which should bring 
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pardon and peace to a ruined world, 
should be consummated : yes, strange as 
it may seem, he “ heartily desired ” that 
coming meal, although a more sorrowful 
one he had never been partaker of, or 
one more calculated to arm with ten-fold 
anguish, the sufferings that awaited 
him. 

And now his desire had been fulfilled, 
that evening meal was over, the final 
Passover was concluded, and the Lord of 
Life and his disciples still lingered in the 
supper-room, delighting in that spiritual 
converse which made their hearts burn 
within them, and presented to them no 
feeble foretaste of the communion of the 
saints in bliss. The bread and wine, 
always accompaniments of the Jewish 
Passover, still remained upon the table ; 
when Jesus, no doubt during some so- 
lemn pause in the conversation, when all 
minds were filled with the thought of 
those approaching sorrows of which our 
Lord had on that evening for the first 
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time plainly spoken, took up the bread, 
and breaking it, and pouring forth his 
blessing upon it, delivered it to his dis- 
ciples, with these few but emphatic 
words, “ Take, eat : this is my body 
which is given for you ; this do in re- 
membrance of me.” Likewise also “ he 
took the cup,” and blessing that in like 
manner, ‘ ‘ he gave it to them, saying. 
Drink ye all of it.” And he said unto 
them, “ This cup is the new testament 
in my blood which is shed for you,”* 
and “ for many for the remission of 
sins.”® “ Verily I say unto you, I will 
drink no more henceforth of this fruit of 
the vine, until that day when I drink it 
new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

How simple, how touchingly beautiful 
is the whole of this Gospel narrative. 
Our Lord well knew not only the cor- 
ruption, but the coldness and ingratitude 
of the human heart. He knew that 
years, nay centuries must pass away, 
* Luke xxii. 20. * Matt. xxvi. 28. 
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and that the history of his dying love 
should fall upon men’s ears, and on 
men’s hearts, like a tale of other times, 
in which they were little interested ; 
•while even toe the few, the happy few, 
who should in all ages adore and vene- 
rate that Saviour’s name, there would be 
still the strong temptation to suffer their 
hearts to dwell upon “ the things which 
are seen and are temporal,” to the fre- 
quent forgetfulness of those which “ are 
not seen and are eternal.” To meet, 
then, this never-ceasing, never-slum- 
bering tendency of our corrupt and 
fallen nature, was no doubt the primary 
intention of the striking incident we are 
considering. “ This do in remembrance 
of me.” And mark how small a thing 
it was that the Saviour of the world 
requested of his followers ; as though 
he had said, When in times to come, 
you assemble together in my name and 
in my worship, I ask of you no great, no 
costly sacrifice ; I only ask to live in 
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your memory and in your love. I only 
desire to see, and to let an unbelieving 
world see, that in every generation 
throughout all time, there shall still be 
some who will remember the transactions 
of this awful night, who will adore and 
love the despised Saviour, and acknow- 
ledge him in this, the lowest point of his 
humiliation, as their Redeemer and their 
God. Add, then, this little act, this 
slight memorial of all the sorrow and the 
anguish you will this night witness, of 
all the agonies of that scene from which 
to-morrow’s sun will hide his face, add 
only this slight memorial from time to 
time to your accustomed sacrifice of 
prayer and praise ; eat one piece of 
broken bread, and drink one drop of 
wine, in the name of the Crucified. Do 
this in remembrance of me, at those 
your solemn festivals, from this my hour 
of suffering, until I come again in peace 
and receive you unto myself. 

Who could resist such an appeal ? 
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who disobey such a command ? — neglect 
so easy^ so merciful a request ? It were 
impossible. More than eighteen cen- 
turies have passed away, since in that 
upper chamber in some obscure house in 
the city of Jerusalem, the words which 
conveyed the request were spoken by 
that lowly sufferer to his broken-hearted 
followers ; and is it too much to say that 
“ their sound is gone out into all lands, 
and their words into the ends of the 
world ?” From that night to the present 
hour, all ranks, all classes of Christian 
believers, have united in fulfilling this 
last request of their Redeemer. Kings 
have descended from their thrones, and 
laid aside their crown, and for a time 
forgotten all their earthly pageantry, and 
knelt in reverence to the King of kings, 
and been partakers of his humble feast. 
High and low, rich and poor, all who 
name the name of Christ, have remem- 
bered, and rejoiced to remember, his 
dying love, by accepting this his dying 
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invitation. Century after century has 
passed away, the monuments of human 
greatness have mouldered into duSt, the 
laws inscribed upon tablets of brass have 
perished, dynasties and .empires have 
risen and fallen and are forgotten, and 
these few simple sentences — that short, 
affecting memorial, has outlived them 
all — never obliterated, never even sus- 
pended ; no single week, — wo. might 
perhaps with perfect truth assert, no 
single day, has ever yet passed by, which 
did not witness some little assemblage of 
the followers of the Redeemer “ doing 
this in remembrance of Him and thus, 
as the Apostle says, “ showing forth the 
Lord's deatli until he comes.” 

Can we then wonder, since such was 
the origin of this holy service, that in 
the jirimitive Church it was partaken of 
every day ? While the person of the 
Redeemer was fresh in men's recol- 
lections, while the transactions of that 
awful night were vividly impressed 
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upon their feelings, it is difficult to con- 
ceive a single day passing over them 
without the last accents of the Saviour’s 
voice, “ Do this in remembrance of me,” 
sounding in their ears. While the me- 
mory of that “ man of sorrows,” toiling 
up the hill of Calvary bearing his cross, 
and soon after stretched in unutterable 
agonies upon it, showing what he was 
content to “do in remembrance” of 
them, lived strongly upon their hearts, 
it is difficult to imagine that a day could 
have gone by, without their longing for 
the hour at which they might com- 
memorate such agonies, such love, by 
complying with the last request of their 
departed Master. Brethren, the wonder 
is, — and if men’s hearts were what they 
should be, such could have never been, — 
the wonder is, that from days, the cele- 
bration of this service should have been 
transferred to weeks, and from weeks to 
months, and from months to some few 
widely-scattered days of festival, between 
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whose long and dreary intervals, the 
heart of the recipient has ample time to 
grow cold and hard, and careless to the 
blessings he so rarely commemorates. 
Until at last this service of love is 
dropped aside like some forgotten and 
unprofitable ceremony, to be again no 
more remembered. Stay, did I say no 
more remembered ? I greatly wronged 
the power, not of memory, but of con- 
science. It is remembered : how awfully 
and, alas ! usually how unprofitably re- 
membered, let death-beds tell. There, 
when the last sad hour is hastening on, 
when all is doubt, and uncertainty, and 
terror — when every human aid has been 
sought, and yet all baffled, utterly baffled, 
and obliged to recede before the ad- 
vancing step of man’s great enemy, then 
is it well remembered, while some such 
thoughts as these pass solemnly before 
the mind : ‘ There was one who died 
for sinners, and in whose name I also 
was baptised, and to whose Church I 



216 


DISCOURSE VIII. 


also nominally belonged. He was once, 
in circumstances such as I am now ; and 
as he stood upon the brink of eternity, 
he left one last, one small request, to 
every individpal who should thereafter 
follow him ; that request I have been 
well acquainted with even from my ear- 
liest years, have, month after month, 
heard it reiterated by his servants, and 
have, month after month, deliberately 
turned my back upon the opportunity 
offered me of fulfilling it. Send, send 
quickly for a minister of Christ ; let me 
in this last hour compensate for thirty, 
forty, fifty years of gross niiglect and 
disobedience to Him whom I shall soon 
see face to face ! ’ Most wretched and 
miserable substitute, to ofl'er the obe- 
dience of an hour, instead of the devo- 
tedness, the affection, the holy acknow- 
ledgments of a life. 

Brethren, from what you have this 
day seen of the institution of this blessed 
ordinance, I leave it to your own re- 
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flection to answer the inquiry — Does 
this appear to you to be in any degree 
the intention or the object of the ordi- 
nance — to lull the fears of a departing 
sinner, to give an anodyne to conscience, 
when for the fir^t time awakened to a 
sense of sin and danger? No two things 
were ever more at variance, than is the 
scriptural and profitable use of the holy 
Sacrament, with this iinscriptural abuse 
of it. It was intended to commemorate 
the dying love of the Redeemer, by 
those whose hearts are filled with the 
consciousness of its unutterable value ; 
not to propitiate his anger, by those wdio 
have never thought of him, or cared for 
him, until they knew that shortly they 
were to be dragged before his judgment- 
seat. It was intended to cheer and 
strengthen the living, while in the daily 
conflict, and race, and struggle of this 
world’s duties ; not to pacify the dying, 
by speaking peace, where peace is not. 
It was intended as a feast of love, by 


L 
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which all Christians might enjoy spiri- 
tual communion with Christ their living 
Head, and with each other as the mem- 
bers of the same body, and the children of 
the same family, in anticipation of that 
far more glorious feast, where tlie Lord 
shall be bodily present, and whence no 
child of his shall be excluded ; but it 
was not intended for the selfish meal of 
the departing solitary, who knows not, 
who cares not for Christian intercourse, 
or for the body of the Lord’s believing 
people, toiling and travailing upon earth ; 
who has never held an hour’s communion 
with them, but who now asks a hasty 
viaticum for his last dread journey, lest 
his “ feet stumble upon the dark moun- 
tains,”* and he faint by the way. 

Let us now turn to the Article, that we 
may see the intentions of this solemn or- 
dinance as they are there expressed, upon 
the authority of our Church. 


^ Jer. xiii. 16. 
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“ Art. 28. — Of the Lord's Supper. 

“ The Supper of the Lord is not only 
a sign of the love that Christians ought 
to have among themselves, one to an- 
other.” Our Church, therefore, acknow- 
ledges that it is the sign of this “ Com- 
munion of Saints,” by which they hold 
fellowship with each other, and with 
Christ, their living Head, but that it is 
not only this, “ but rather,” she con- 
tinues, “ is a sacrament of our redemp- 
tion by Christ's death ; insomuch that, 
to such as rightly, worthily, and with 
faith receive the same, the bread which 
we break is a partaking of the body of 
Christ, and likewise the cup of blessing 
a partaking of the blood of Christ.” 

This declaration is evidently founded 
upon the words of the text, “ The cup 
of blessing which we bless, is it not a 
communion,” (or “ a communication* to 
us,”) “ of the blood of Christ ; the bread 
which we break, is it not the commu- 

* Archbishop Seeker. 
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nion of the body of Christ?” By which 
is clearly intended that great and myste- 
rious truth, elsewhere asserted by our 
(^hurch, that “ The body and blood of 
Christ are verily and indeed taken and 
received by the faithful in the Lord’s 
Supper.”® 

It is not necessary in this congrega- 
tion to demonstrate the difference be- 
tween this view of the Church of England, 
and the transubstantiation of the Romish 
Church, or the eonsubstantiation of the 
Lutheran Church ; that it should ever 
have been confounded wdth them, as 
it has been with the latter, even in 
the high places of tlie land, is only a 
proof that men of great talent, and of 
great acquirement, are, unhappily, often 
ignorant of some of the very first truths 
of Christianity, and of some of the 
])lainest and most important doctrines 
of their own Church. All that our 
Church asserts is simply this, that 
® Church Catechism. 
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when “ received by the faitliful,” and 
“ rightly” received, for you will observe 
that she limits all the benefits in this 
case, as in baptism, to the right re- 
ception of the Sacrament, there is a 
strengthening and refreshing of our souls 
by the spiritual communication to us 
of the body and the blood of Christ, as 
there is in the common course of nature 
a strengthening and refreshing of our 
bodies by partaking of “ bread and 
wine.” When we come to the Lord s 
table in that state of penitence and faith, 
to which Christ has invited all his 
people, and to which, by his good Spirit, 
he is daily and hourly bringing them, 
then, and then only, do we reap the good 
of the ordinance, for then, and then only, 
are we spiritually partakers of the body 
and blood of our Redeemer. “ Then we 
dwell in Christ, and Christ in us ; we 
are one with Christ, and Christ with us;” 
we are more than ever closely united to 
the Saviour; he is formed in us “ the 
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hope of glory,”' we receive anew the 
pardon of our sins, the consolation and 
strengthening of our souls, and find ex- 
perimentally that our Lord’s own decla- 
ration is a blessed truth, “ My flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed.” Coming to the celebration of 
this high festival, then, “ rightly, wor- 
thily, and with faith,” our Church 
assures us that these good things shall 
not be withholden from any individual 
amongst us, but are the heritage of us 
and of our children for ever. 

Are there any among you who will 
feel that this one word “ worthily ” 
strikes at the root of all the encourage- 
ment, and destroys all the comfort 
that has gone before. This is simply 
from a misconception of the require- 
ments of that word : this is from afiixing 
a meaning to the term “ unworthily,”* 
which the Apostle, who first made use 
of it, never did. Thus we find some 
» Col. 3. 27. * 1 Cor. xi. 27, 29. 
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eimong you declaring, ‘ So long as I am 
engaged in my present occupations, I 
can never worthily approach the table of 
the Lord.’ Others again, ‘ So long as I 
am surrounded by the cares of a large 
family, by the domestic troubles to 
which I am exposed, I should not be a 
welcome guest ! ’ Dear brethren, there 
never was any thing more false and 
futile than such objections as these. 
Was the Saviour, when he spake the 
words, “ This do in remembrance of 
me,” surrounded by men of leisure, by 
men unencumbered by worldly cares 
and earthly occupations, or by men who 
had no domestic troubles, no family 
anxieties? Far from it. Is not one of 
the first things which we hear respecting 
thd disciples, after the resurrection of 
their Lord, that they returned to their 
usual avocations, and were toiling all 
night long upon the sea of Galilee ?* 
Are you more heavily burdened with this 
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world’s business now, than they were 
then ? Can you say as they could say, 
“ Even unto this present hour, we both 
hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and 
buffeted, and have no certain dwelling- 
place, and labour, working with our 
own hands?” Or, again, was the Lord 
of life himself so entirely free from all 
domestic anxiety, when at the very hour 
of which we speak, he had a widowed 
mother unprovided with a home, who 
was to occupy his thoughts even upon 
the cross, and through whose soul the 
sufferings of her only Son should on that 
coming morning pierce as with a sword ? ‘ 
No ! never since the hour when this high 
and holy solemnity was first imagined, 
have twelve men with hearts more filled 
with sorrow, with anxiety, with trouble, 
and with darkest apprehension of the 
gloomy future, met around the table of 
the Lord, than they who then sat down 
to its first and holiest celebration. If 


^ Seo T^uke ii. 35. 
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these, then, be your excuses, brethren, 
learn that they form most excellent ar- 
guments for your constant attendance, 
upon this holy ordinance, but not a 
shadow of an argument, do they furnish 
for staying away. If you are in trouble, 
here you may find a solace ; if in diffi- 
culty, guidance ; if in anxiety, peace. 
How many a full heart has gone up to 
the table of the Lord, overwhelmed with 
a burden which it was totally incom- 
petent to bear, and at that table has 
been able to cast all, all without excep- 
tion and without reserve, upon the Lord 
of the feast, and has gone back again, 
(iomforted and rejoicing. 

Much harm has been done by good 
men upon this subject, by holding out 
a degree of worthiness, as essential to 
the due reception of these holy mys- 
teries, which neither the Scripture nor 
the Church has ever hinted at. All 
that the Word of God says upon the 
necessary degree of preparation, is 

L 5 
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simply this : “ Let a man examine him- 
self, and so let him eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup.” All that the 
Church responds to this is, let them 
“ examine the^nselves, whether they 
repent them truly of their former sins, 
stedfastly purpose to lead a new life, 
have a lively faith in God’s mercy 
through Christ, with a thankful remem- 
brance of his death, and be in charity 
with all men.” Now we would ask, is 
there a single word in this statement 
which ought to act as a prohibition to any 
individual who feels a real repentance 
for sin, a true faith in the Saviour, and 
a grateful recollection for all the bless- 
ings treasured up for him in Christ 
Jesus? In short, for any penitent and 
believing sinner, who is desiring to live 
to God here, and to live with God here- 
after? Is there a word which speaks 
of high Christian attainment, or deep 
Christian experience ? No, the Church 
evidently contemplated — it could con- 
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template no other — that the invitation 
should embrace every individual among 
her sincere members, from the youth who 
yesterday completed his pupillage and 
was received into full communion with 
the Church by “the laying on of hands;” 
to the aged soldier of Christ, the veteran 
in her ranks, who can exclaim, “ I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith.” All are 
equally invited, enjoined, expected to 
be present. No individual can absent 
himself without sin, nay, without a 
double sin, a sin of disobedience and a 
sin of ingratitude. 

In this respect there is not a shadow 
of distinction between the two Sacra- 
ments of our Church, both are equally 
considered as “ generally necessary to 
salvation both therefore are equally 
considered as binding, and equally bind- 
ing upon all ; and it would be extremely 
difficult to show that the man who wil- 
fully absents himself from the second 
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Sacrament, stands in any degree in a 
holier relationship to God, than the man 
who voluntarily neglects the first Sacra- 
ment. Yet who is there among you who 
would deny your children the blessing 
of Christian baptism ? And will you 
be more cruel to your own souls than 
you are to your own flesh and blood 1 
Will you deny them the opportunity of 
feeding by faith upon that which alone 
is “meat indeed, and drink indeed?’ 
Above all, will you deny the Lord of 
life, the Saviour who died for you, his 
one last request, “ Do this in remem- 
brance of me.” Brethren, is there 
one among you, who to these inquiries 
would venture to reply, ‘ I will ? ’ 
We cannot believe that there is an in- 
dividual who could thus harden him- 
self against his own mercies. As there 
is not one who would thus speak, we 
j)ray that there may not be one who 
would thus act in open defiance of the 
command of his Redeemer. These con- 
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siderations, however, we leave with 
yourselves, as long as we are compelled 
to open our doors at the close of the 
sermon, to give any of those committed 
to our charge an opportunity to escape 
from a service which is their highest 
privilege, and if they were wise, would 
be their greatest pleasure ; so long shall 
we, God permitting, never cease to 
sound in your ears, the duty and the 
privilege you are neglecting. 

While to you, and we thank God for the 
very large and steadily increasing number 
of you, who delight in every return of 
this holy, and sanctifying, and strength- 
ening ordinance, and who are, we trust, 
renewed in the spirit of their minds, and 
reconciled to God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, we would only say, let nothing 
ever keep you voluntarily from a mean 
of grace, of which past experience has 
so fully proved to you the excellency and 
the power. Let every return of it not 
only be a pledge to you of the Saviour’s 
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love to your souls, but let it be also a 
pledge to Him of your increasing love to 
his service. Bear in mind, however, 
that his own Word has said, “Ye cannot 
drink the cup -of the Lord and the cup 
of devils;” meaning emphatically that 
by coming to his table, you do in the 
most solemn manner avow your allegi- 
ance to him, and proclaim open, irrecon- 
cileable hostility to his enemies, the 
world, the flesh, and the devil ; that you 
by this act solemnly declare that you 
have given “ yourselves, your souls, and 
bodies” to be his, and his alone; that 
you acknowledge with the Apostle, that 
you are not your own, but his who has 
bought you with his blood. 

Beloved, think how much is implied 
in that acknowledgment ; what holiness, 
what purity, what love, what self-denial, 
what heavenly-mindedness, what grati- 
tude. And while the acknowledgment 
of this gift involves on your part such 
high and holy duties, hear what blessed 
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privileges it involves on his part, who 
has vouchsafed to receive the gift, and 
to secure these privileges to yourselves. 
“ Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name those whom thou hast given me, 
that they may be one as we are.” 
“Father, I will that they also whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where I 
am, that they may behold my glory.” 
Your course then is plain, it is through 
the alone merits of your Redeemer, from 
duties here, to joys hereafter ; from the 
Church militant, to the Church triumph- 
ant ; from the imperfect communion of 
sinners like yourselves, to the perfect 
communion of saints in glory ; from the 
table of your Lord and his spiritual 
presence upon earth, to the bridegroom’s 
feast, the Supper of the Lamb, the per- 
sonal presence of your Redeemer, in the 
kingdom of your Father. 
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ON THE DUTY OF EVERY CHRISTIAN GO^ 
VERNMENT TO PROVIDE CHRISTIAN IN« 
STRUCTIOtV, AND TO MAINTAIN 
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. 


DISCOURSE IX. ^ 


Isaiah xlix. 23. 

-KINGS SHALL BE THY NURSING FVfHERS AND THKIB 
QUEENS THY NURSING MOTHERS,” 

And of whom spake the Prophet these 
remarkable words? Of the Church of 
the living God. Not of that Church in 
the darkness and helplessness of her in* 
fancy, when confined to the chosen nation 
of the Jews, but of that same Church, 

1 This Discourse was written without the slightest 
view to publication, and is now only appended to the 
Discourses on the Articles, in deference to the wish 
expressed by many members of the congregation^ 
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when, as we learn from the context, God 
should have “lift up his hand to the 
Gentiles and set up His standard among 
the people when she should have 
broken forth on the right* hand and on 
the left, and possessed the gate of her 
enemy ; in fact, of the Church of God 
under the Christian dispensation. 1 have 
therefore selected the passage this morn- 
ing, not with the intention of dwelling 
upon the words, but upon the principle, 
the important principle, developed in 
them, viz. the duty of a Christian Go- 
vernment to become the nursing father 
and nursing mother of the Church of 
the Redeemer. 

During such times as the present, w'hen 
unprecedented elforts are making for the 
furtherance of some great attempt to 
destroy the union that has so long and 
so happily subsisted in this country be- 
tween the Church and State, I feel it 
compulsory upon me to depart from 
iny ordinary subjects of ministration, to 
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endeavour to furnish my hearers with a 
few of those many arguments hy which 
the Church Establishment to which they 
belong, may be legitimately and scriptur- 
ally defended! You will not, brethren, 
hear the observations which I am about 
to offer to you with the less attention, if 
I tell you that the arguments which 
sustain them will have little of novelty to 
recommend them, since I have preferred 
selecting those, which after carefully con- 
sidering the subject for myself, and 
reading what others have written upon 
both sides of the question, appear to be 
the most conclusive and the least assail- 
able. Neither will you be inclined to 
listen to me with less than your usual 
candour, if I remind you that in the dis- 
putes which have latterly agitated, and 
are at present agitating in so violent a 
manner, both Dissenters and Church- 
men, I have taken no part. The subject 
has never been, however distantly, alluded 
to from this place ; first, because 1 have 
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always felt that the plain and simple 
topics of scriptural instruction afford 
sufficient, and far more than sufficient 
occupation for these brief and hallowed 
opportunities ; and that during the 
week, the minds of men are exercised, as 
they must ever be in this great metro- 
polis, in the toils of labour, or the vicissi- 
tudes of trade, or the anxieties of pro- 
fessional duties, or the conflict of political 
opinions, the Sabbath ought to be a day 
of mental repose as well as of bodily 
rest, that no harassing or irritating topics 
should ever be permitted to interrupt its 
hallowed hours ; and that above all, no 
subject, no word, no thought should cross 
the mind while in the House of God, 
which does not, as the W ord of God ex- 
presses it, “ make for peace and, 
secondly, Because my hearty desire has 
always been that every conscientious 
Dissenter should be exempted from every 
thing that he can honestly, ,and as in the 
sight of Him who knows the heart, really 
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consider a burden upon his conscience ; 
because I respect a conscientious Dis- 
senter as much as a conscientious 
Churchman ; and because in justice both 
to Dissenters . and to Wcsleyans, I am 
bound to add, that during the whole 
period, now more than ten years of my 
ministry in this parish, I have never in a 
single instance met vpith opposition, or 
contumely, or unkindness from them ; 
but, on the contrary, when occasionally 
brought into contact with them, with 
that treatment which as fellow -labourers 
in the Lord’s vineyard, we sliould expect 
to receive from men earnestly and con- 
scientiously engaged in the same great 
work. 

It is unnecessary, we hope, to add, 
that nothing which shall be spoken on 
the present occasion, shall be in any 
degree at variance with feelings such as 
these ; that called upon, as I conceive 
myself to be, by the passing events 
around us, to endeavour to defend the 
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Establishment of which I am a very 
humble, but attached and devoted mem- 
ber, I obey the call with the fullest con- 
viction that ‘ ‘ the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal,” that unless we bring to 
the task a really charitable feeling 
towards those who differ from us, and 
an earnest desire to avoid all fierce, and 
angry, and bitter controversy, the God 
whom we serve will withhold His bless- 
ing, and we shall run and labour in vain. 

We shall first, then, endeavour to show 
that a Church Establishment provided 
by the State, and in immediate connec- 
tion with the State, is according to the 
will of God and the experience of anti- 
quity : and, secondly, That the blessings 
and advantages of a Church so consti- 
tuted, arc of a nature, and carried forth 
to an extent, which no Church, estab- 
lished on any other principles, could 
hope to emulate. 

It is frequently said by those who are 
opposed to the existence of a Church Es- 
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tablishment, that it is unfair to derive 
any arguments in favour of it, from any 
thing antecedent to the Christian dis- 
pensation. This objection, if it be an 
honest one, and such we are willing to 
suppose it, must, we think, arise from a 
very limited and superficial view of the 
dispensations of God. For, however the 
frame-work may have been changed, a 
true knowledge of those dispensations 
will lead us to confess that the principles, 
the all-important principles involved, are 
in every case substantially the same. 

We hesitate not then to go back even 
to the days of Abraham, to prove not 
merely the propriety, but the bound en 
duty, the imperious obligation of every 
Government, to provide the opportunities 
of religious worship for its people. 

I need scarcely remind you that the 
peculiar characteristic of Abraham, which 
was selected by God himself for the marks 
of His especial approbation, was this, 
“ Abraham shall surely become a great 
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and mighty nation, and all the nations of 
the earth shall he blessed in him ; for, I 
know him, that he will command his 
children and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord 
to do justice and judgment.”* 

We find that when Abraham first 
obeyed the call of God, in coming 
out of the land of his nativity, accom- 
panied only by Sarai his wife, and Lot 
his nephew, and the children of Lot’s 
family, one of his first acts was to estab- 
lish the family altar, and as a family to 
call on the name of the Lord. Again, 
we find that when, as the inspired writer 
tells us, he became “ very rich in cattle, 
in silver, and in gold when his trained 
servants born in his own house and 
capable of bearing arms, amounted to 
three hundred and eighteen, and there- 
fore when his whole retinue, including 
women and children, could not have 
been less, at the very lowest compu- 
* Gen. xiii. 18, 19. * Gen. xiii. 2. 
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nation, than one thousand souls, that 
i§, when he had become a Prince 
and a Potentate, he did that for the 
many which he had before done for 
the few ; he erected the altar, and he 
commanded his subjects, as he had be- 
fore commanded his servants, that they 
should keep the way of the Lord. Now 
can we for a moment suppose, that if 
Abraham had counted his retinue by 
thousands and by millions, instead of by 
tens and by hundreds ; in fact, if he had 
become the head of some mighty mo- 
narchy, he would have ceased to do that, 
for which his Lord had so graciously and 
so remarkably commended him ? Or 
can we imagine that God, who applauded 
the act when confined to Abraham’s 
family, would have condemned it when 
extended to his empire ? Surely it is 
not too much to assert that, if God can 
look with pleasure upon the family altar 
erected by him whom He has placed at 
the head of the family, He must look 
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with ten-fold pleasure upon the national 
altar erected at the command, and main- 
tained by the authority of him whom jjc 
has Himself placed at the head of the 
nation. 

If we pass on from Abraham to the 
otlier Patriarchs, and especially to Jacob, 
we shall see the same principle distinctly 
recognised. When he became great, and 
God had blessed him abundantly, or, in 
his own language, when he became ‘‘two 
bands, ’ we find it recorded of him, that 
he provided religious opportunities for 
bis followers, that he erected the altar of 
God in the midst of them, with the same 
regularity as he had done for himself, 
when at the commencement of his career, 
a poor and houseless wanderer, “ with 
his staff”® alone, he passed over Jordan. 

We maintain then, that in all these 
cases there was the principle established, 
of those in authority, providing the 
opportunities of religious instruction and 
^ Gen. xxxii, 10. ^ Gen, xxxii. 10. 

¥ 
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worship for the people committed to 
their charge ; it matters not upon how 
small a scale it was exercised, but here 
was most distinctly the principle recog- 
nised and applpuded by God, during 
the whole of the patriarchal dispensa- 
tion ; for what has been proved re- 
specting Abraham and Jacob, may be 
proved of all the other patriarchs. And 
if it be the acknowledged duty of the 
father thus to provide religious instruc- 
tion for his children, the master for his 
household, the chief for his followers, 
where will you pause in the series be- 
fore you arrive at the summit — the king 
for his people ? 

You cannot stop short of this conclu- 
sion, unless you are prepared to say, that 
though as a father or a master you are 
bound by certain responsibilities, as a 
magistrate or a legislator you are ab- 
solved from them ; you cannot stop short 
unless you are prepared to say, that in 
all our natural relations we are bound to 
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think and act as believers, and in all our 
political relations we are bound to think 
and act as unbelievers. 

If from the Patriarchal we turn to 
the Mosaic dispensation!, we find this 
principle not merely recognised, but 
forming the very marrow and essence 
of the whole, and distinctly appointed 
by God himself. Indeed the Jewish 
Church establishes so unanswerably 
the subject in debate, that the only 
method by which it has been ever at- 
tempted to be met, is, by asserting that 
it was a temporary and typical dispen- 
sation, and therefore cannot be fairly 
applied to ourselves. Now acknowledg- 
ing, as we most unfeignedly do, that 
it was both a temporary and typical dis- 
pensation, we also acknowledge that all 
that was strictly Jewish, and temporary, 
and typical in the Church Establishment 
of the Jews, was to be done away, and 
most unquestionably these have been 
done away ; but then we contend that its 



244 


DISCOURSE IX. 


moral principles and moral obligations 
neither are, nor can be abrogated. We 
'?.''beve that it is only by confounding 
two things which are perfectly separate 
and distinct, viz., the typical with the 
moral j)ortion of the dispensation, that 
the false impression conveyed by the 
enemies of a National Church can pos- 
sibly stand. 

The result, then, at wdiich we arrive, 
from this portion of the subject before 
us, is the following. We would ask, is 
it at all analogous with God’s dealings 
with his people, that a principle so 
clearly and plainly developed in the 
Patriarchal and in the Jewish dispen- 
sations as this, that those in civil au- 
thority should esteem it their bounden 
duty to provide religious instruction and 
worship for those committed to their 
charge, should be utterly unknown in 
the Christian dispensation ? Is there 
any other principle, common to the two 
former, which is excluded from the 
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third ? And is it not, then, contrary to 
all probability that the unchangeable 
Jehovah should depart from his owi^ 
positive arrangements, when founds 
not upon the temporary circumstances 
of a peculiar people, but, as in this case, 
on the immutable relationship between 
God and man, and between man and his 
fellows ? If we pass from the Old Tes- 
tament to the New, we shall content 
ourselves with this most powerful ne- 
gative argument in our favour, that there 
is nothing against an Establishment in 
the Gospels or Epistles ; and to those 
among you who know best the method 
of instruction in the New Testament, 
this negative argument will have great 
weight. To enter ’fully into the force 
of this, you must remember, that it 
is not made use of to establish any 
new regulation, or its value might be 
questionable ; but that it is simply 
brought forward in proof of the fact, 
that the Divine arrangement which 
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we have seen pervading all the history 
of the Church of God, previous to the 
Christian dispensation, was to continue 
untouched, as to its principle, during the 
ages which wer,e to succeed the develop- 
ment of that dispensation. It is, in fact, 
precisely the same kind of argument, and 
equally strong, as that by which we prove 
that the Christian Sabbath is a Divine 
institution. Nothing is actually declared 
in the New Testament respecting the 
establishment of religion by Government, 
or the establishment of a Sabbath. Both 
were already in existence : both had 
been established long before : it is 
enough that neither was abrogated. Our 
Lord found his hearers educated in the 
strongest possible prepossessions in favour 
of a national religion, there was no need 
therefore of enforcing this duty. They, 
in fact, knew nothing of a religion sup- 
ported in any other manner than by the 
State ; all, then, that appears requisite 
for our Lord to have done upon this point 
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was, to leavfe his disciples as he found 
them. And is not this precisely what 
He did ? Did our Lord convey a single 
hint, or did he commission his disciples 
who were to fill up his outline, to convey 
a single hint of a contrary tendency ? 
No ; with the exception of one solitary 
text, none have ever ventured to assert 
that he did. And look only for a mo- 
ment at this exception, and you will see 
its total inapplicability to the present 
question. The text to which I allude is, 
as you are doubtless aware, our Lord's 
reply to Pilate, “ My kingdom is not of 
this world.” When and where was it 
made ? Was it at all in relation to the 
Church ? Had it any reference to the 
establishment of his religion ? Not the 
smallest. It was the declaration of 
our Lord when standing at the bar of 
the Roman governor. He was accused 
of forbidding his countrymen to pay 
tribute to Ca3sar, and of saying that he 
was Christ, a King, and his reply is. 
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“ My kingdom is not of this world ; if 
my kingdom were of this world, then 
Ujould my servants fight that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews.”® How- 
ever possible, then, it may be, by taking 
half the sentence, to make it appear to 
apply to Church Establishments, no un- 
prejudiced man, we imagine, could read 
the whole, without seeing that it a])plied 
simply and entirely to the accusation, 
that our Lord was endeavouring to erect 
a temporal kingdom in opposition to the 
power of Caesar, and to establish this 
kingdom by the sword. So important 
is it not to build an argument upon half 
a passage of Scripture, but to weigh well 
the whole, and to examine well the con- 
text before we venture to claim the sup- 
port of God’s Word. There is not indeed 
a single sentence, from the beginning of 
St. Matthew to the end of Revelation, 
which, without the grossest perversion of 
Scripture, or the most palpable neglect 

John xviii. 10. 
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of the context, can be adduced as an 
argument against the interference of the 
civil power for the establishing and 
maintaining a national religion. Con- 
sidering that, as we have seen, all our 
Lord’s first disciples were nurtured in 
the prejudices of a national religion, is 
it probable, is it possible, that this should 
have been the case — that these ])reju- 
dices should have been left untouched, if 
our Lord had really been opposed to 
them ? Did he ever act in a similar 
manner with regard to any other sub- 
ject? Take, for instance, the ceremonial 
law, established by God himself as un- 
doubtedly as that the interference of the 
civil power with religion was established 
by God himself. iiFor the abolition of 
the former, the most explicit declarations 
were communicated by God to man ; for 
the abolition of the latter, not one word, 
as we have seen, has ever yet been com- 
municated. What are we to conclude t 
What must every unprejudiced mind 

M 5 
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conclude, when, of two duties equally 
enforced, the former is distinctly abro- 
^ted by the same voice which ordained 
it, and the latter is passed over in silence ? 
surely we must confess, that the latter 
principle remains unaltered, unremoved, 
unshaken. “ The account, then, of 
scriptural injunction,” as an able writer 
of the present day has well expressed it, 
“ stands thus — in favour of Establish- 
ments, much ; against Establishments, 
nothing.” ' 

Without attempting to establish the 
fundamental principle, for which we are 
contending, upon any of the single and 
scattered declarations of the divine Word, 
such as the prophecy of the text and 
many others, powerful though they be, 
we would leave it upon this simple, broad, 
and intelligible, and, as we believe, irre- 
fragable foundation. That the principle 
of a national Church, was encouraged 
by God himself under the Patriarchal 
^ Essay on the Church, p. 15, 
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dispensation, established by God him- 
self under the Jewish dispensation, and 
left untouched by God himself when 
remodeling that sacred EstablishiifSit, 
under the Christian dispensation. That 
it is, in fact, founded on those moral ob- 
ligations from which no possible change 
of circumstances can set us free, and like 
the divine institution of the Sabbath, 
though veiled for a while under Jewish 
types and Jewish ceremonies, has come 
down to us stripped of these, and yet 
retaining all the force and obligation, all 
the beauty and freshness of its divine 
original ; equally binding upon man in 
his domestic character, in his social cha- 
racter, in his political character, equally 
imperative upon hkn as a father with his 
children, as a master with his servants, 
as a king with his subjects ; and never 
to be disregarded without infringing the 
laws, and contemning the authority of 
God our Maker. 

With regard to the practice of anti- 
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quity, it is sufficient in a single word to 
assert, what no one can deny, that with 
the exception of the first three hundred 
yeSFs in the Church’s history, when 
every emperor was an unbeliever or a 
persecutor, or both, and therefore when 
Christianity could not be the religion of 
the State, there never was a period 
when the religion of Christ was not 
fostered and protected by the State. ** 
And that during the whole or the greater 
part of those first three hundred years, 
miraculous powers remained in the 
Church, as if to protect its infancy, 
until the first Christian emperor, im- 
mediately upon his conversion, should 
establish it as the religion of the 
country, and throw ever its institutions 
the shield of the civil power ; a duty 
which was not more clearly seen by 
Constantine, than it was gratefully and 
unhesitatingly accepted by the whole 

* See Sermons on this subject by the Bishop of 
London, and by the Rev. Dr. Dealtry. 
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body of the Christian Church ; not a 
single dissentient voice having ever been 
raised, not an individual Christian fore- 
telling or foreseeing that a day could 
arrive when the connexion between 
Church and State should be called an 
unholy union, or when good men of any 
persuasion would unite to dissolve and 
to destroy it. U])on this point, we will 
only add a single observation, that how- 
ever conscientious Dissenters may at the 
present moment view this rpiestion, from 
the beginning, even among themselves, it 
was not so ; that in fact the greatest, the 
holiest among their forefathers, are all 
found ranged on the side of an Estab- 
lishment, and fighting its battles. It 
is sufficient to meation the names of 
Owen, Baxter, Flavcl, Howe, Henry, 
and Doddridge, in support of the as- 
sertion ; and to show that they were not 
lukewarm friends of that cause, of which 
many of their descendants are the ene- 
mies, we will quote a single passage of 
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that most eminent non-conformist, the 
truly wise and pious Dr. Owen, who, 
when preaching before the long Parlia- 
ment, thus expressed himself; — “ Some* 
think if you (Ijhe Parliament) were well 
settled, you ought not, in anything as 
rulers of the nation, to put forth your 
power for the interest of Christ; the good 
Lord keep your hearts from that appre- 
hension!” “ If once it comes to this, 
that you shall say you have nothing to 
do with religion, as rulers of the nation, 
God will quickly manifest that he hath 
nothing to do with you, as rulers of the 
nation.”' A sentiment which we pray 
that the Spirit of God may keep con- 
stantly before the eyes, and write upon 

* Owen’s Works, vol. xiv. p. 41.5. Edit. 1826. 

* Vol. XV. p. 499. — Perhaps Dr. Adam Clarke’s 
well-known testimony in favour of Church Establish- 
ments, ought also to he referred to. See his note on 
1 Kings xiii. 33, which concludes thus : — ‘‘ Whatever 
the reader may do, the writer thanks God for the re- 
ligious Establishment of his country. For abuses in 
Church and State he is the last to contend.” 
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the hearts of every legislator of a Chris- 
tian nation, who expects to enjoy the 
blessing and favour of the Most High, 
upon his efforts for the good of the 
nation. 

II. But we must proceed to the second 
division of our subject, the peculiar ad- 
vantages of an Established Church. 

Of the blessings and advantages of a 
Church Establishment, every individual, 
whether Churchman, or Dissenter, or 
Infidel, is, however he may deny it, or 
however he may in truth be ignorant 
of it, most unquestionably a partaker. 
Wherever a church is built, and an 
active and godly minister is appointed, 
every rank and class in the adjoining 
society, and every » individual in that 
society, whether he enter the church, or 
whether he do not, is in some degree 
improved and benefited. To those who 
become -partakers of its ordinances, the 
benefits are sufficiently obvious. The 
higher classes who, amidst the refine- 
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ments of luxury, or the allurements of 
intellectual pride, might not be willing 
to go far out of their way to hear the 
s5if-denying doctrines of the Gospel, are 
met by them at their very doors, and 
are told the truth, the plain and life- 
giving truth from God’s Word, with an 
authority which nothing but the oiRcial 
character of a duly appointed minister of 
God, and we might also add, of a pa- 
rochial minister, necessarily independent 
both of their smile and of their frown, 
can competently insure. In what is 
termed the “ voluntary system,” the 
minister must be exposed to an inter- 
ference from his congregation, from 
which the parochial minister alone is 
free. The importance of this, in se- 
curing an unfettered ministration of the 
Word of God, is too obvious to require a 
single observation. Again, the poorer 
and less informed classes are brought 
under the teaching and hallowing and 
comforting influences of the divine pre- 
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cepts and promises, both in public mi« 
nistrations and private visiting, with a 
frequency, I may almost say, a constancy, 
with which no other institution can sup- 
ply them. And let me ad^i, at free cost, 
which, except in a national Church, is, 
and must be, almost unknown. We 
speak it in no disparagement to other 
orders of Christians, for we love and 
revere every order of Christians, who 
‘‘ love the Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity but we state it merely as a fact, 
which the very constitution of their 
order requires, that even the poor who 
attend their jdaces of worship are ex- 
pected (we do not say compelled, but 
expected) to contribute, and, as is well 
known, do, in the aggregate, contribute 
largely to the maintenance of their mi- 
nisters. Now what is the case in the 
Establishment ? There, and there alone, 
can it be said, that The poor have 
the Gospel preached to them,”^ with- 
out money and without price. Look 
® Ephes. vi. 21. ^ Luke iv. 18. Is. Iv. L 
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at the ten thousand parish churches scat- 
tered over the face of the country, and 
we refer to the country, because, how- 
ever the “ voluntary system” of Dissent 
may thrive in the large and wealthy 
towns, it has, even to the present hour, 
been literally unable to obtain the small- 
est footing in many of our remote vil- 
lages, from the absolute incapacity of 
their poor inhabitants to contribute any 
thing to its support — we say then, look 
at the numerous parish-churches scat- 
tered over the face of the country, 
scarcely a village, from among whose 
trees you do not behold that beautiful 
and heart-cheering sight, the village 
spire. See these churches, as many of 
you no doubt have* rejoiced to see them, 
filled on the Lord’s-day with agricultural 
labourers of the poorest description, who 
have been trained in the Sunday-school, 
instructed privately as well as publicly, 
and prepared carefully by their resident 
minister, for Confirmation and for the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ; and 
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who, during their whole lives, remain 
under his plain and aifectionate instruc- 
tion, seated on the same benches on 
which their fathers and their grand- 
fathers have sat and heojrd the word of 
life ; and yet, with the exception of the 
trifling fees for the occasional ofiices of 
the church, which occur but rarely in 
the life of any individual, not one far- 
thing have the occupants of those benches, 
from generation to generation, ever con- 
tributed, or been expected to contribute, 
towards the maintenance of the church, 
or the support of the minister. What 
but a national establishment could ever 
have the power, however it might possess 
the will, to make such an abundant pro- 
vision upon such easf terms ? 

We have said that those without, as 
well as those within the pale, are be- 
nefited by our Church Establishment. 
Observe* only the effect of a single church 
thus planted in the midst of a moral and 
a spiritual wilderness, and surely you 
will not doubt it. Take, for instance, 
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any of those churches which have been 
lately built at the sole charge of the 
nation, and which, although situated in 
the midst of a dense and ignorant popu- 
lation, would .seldom, we may confi- 
dently assert, have been erected, had 
they waited for the expression of their 
necessity, from those who stood the most 
in need of them. For, as has been un- 
answerably demonstrated,’ religious in- 
struction is the great exception to that 
general rule which regulates the supply 
by the demand. In other cases, it may 
be true ; in religion, it is unquestionably 
false ; there is no demand until long 
after the supply has been brought : there 
is no feeling of our need, until that feel- 
ing has been origifiated by the blessing 
of God upon those very means by which 
it is afterwards to be supplied. Take 
then, we say, for instance, any one of 
the churches lately built by Gov^jrnment, 
and look only at the effect produced upon 
those who never enter it, upon them 
® By Dr. Chalmers. 
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that are without.” ^ Do they derive 
nothing from its charities, nothing from 
its influence, nothing of increased se- 
curity to their properties and their per- 
sons, from a more scffipturally en- 
lightened, and therefore a better con- 
ducted population growing up around 
them ? Nothing of improvement among 
their dependents, from tlie spread of that 
moral influence, or that intellectual cul- 
tivation, which thrives under its widely- 
spreading branches ? Surely, taking it, 
and I have intentionally so taken it, upon 
the lowest grounds that the merest world- 
ling could desire, it is impossible not 
to concede the fact, that every parish 
church, i. e., every church which in- 
sures the Sunday ancf the week-day mi- 
nistrations of an appointed minister, to 
an appointed people, is a blessing, a 
peculiar blessing, both to those who are 
brought Into immediate contact with its 
ordinances, and to those who dwell in its 
vicinity. 


® Col. iv. 5. 
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In conclusion, we would only add, 
that if our Church establishment be thus, 
as we believe it to })e, a blessing to all, 
whether they are indifferent to it, or dis- 
sent from it, ou are opposed to it, of how 
much greater blessing is it, under God, 
to those who are the lively members” 
of its blessed institutions, who partake of 
its scriptural services, and who profit by 
its imperfect, but scriptural and faithful 
ministrations. 

Brethren, if you really love the great 
and glorified Head of the Church, you 
will love the Church which He has pur- 
chased with His blood ; and as one of the 
purest and most efficient branches of it, you 
will love, and venerate, and unceasingly 
pray for the Established Church of your 
native country. You will draw the closer 
to her in this, which, if dark clouds 
foretel the tempest, may soon be her hour 
of need- You will uphold her ‘religious 
institutions, you will maintain her union 
with the State, you will stand by her 
most scriptural characteristics, her apos- 
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^tolical episcopacy, and her episcopally 
ordained ministry — you will support her 
best, her truest, her spiritual interests. 
You will love her too well to cling to her 
abuses, which it is the m^rk of a true 
affection to be the first to deplore, and, 
as far as in you lies, the first to remedy. 
You will, therefore, stand as far aloof 
from those who would alter and improve 
nothing, as from those who would rush 
in with bold and desperate foot, “ where 
angels fear to tread.” You will love 
her, not as a mere political engine, but 
as the handmaid! of the Lord, because 
she has for cepturies honoured Him, 
whom it is the dearest desire of your 
heart to honour ; finally, you will love 
her, because, within her walls you have 
first learnt ‘‘ the way to Zion because, 
within her walls, you have found guid- 
ance, andinstruction, and encouragement, 
and peace. She has been your spiritual 
parent, nurse, and counsellor, and you 
will, in return, be her faithful children, 
her uncompromising supporters, her en- 
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lightened, and prayerful, and steady, 
friends. You will say of her, the Church 
of God, as David said of old of the city 
of God, “ If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let 
my right hanjl forget her cunning. If I 
do not remember thee,”® in thy trouble 
to help thee, in thy dangers to assist thee, 
in thy difficulties to pray for thee, “ let 
my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth ; yea, if I jircfer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy.”® And you will, if 
you are the true and consistent membCTs 
of such a Church, pass from the worship 
of her courts below, to that blessed place 
of which the apostle declared, “ I saw 
no temple there, for God Alpaighty and 
the Lamb are the temple of it. And the 
city had no need 'of the sun, neither of 
the moon to shine in it, for the glory of 
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof.”^ 

- * 

® Psalm cxxxvii. 5. Psalm cxxxvii. 6. 

^ Rev. xxi. 22, 23. 
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N. B. A work calculated, from the information which it con- 
tains on domestic subjects, and its varied useful matter, to in- 
terest every member of a family ; and peculiarly designed for the 
religious instruction and general improvement of servants, 

I EXTRACTS from the RELIGIOUS WORKS of FENELON, 

I Archbishop of Cnmbray; translated from the original French. 
By Miss Marshall. Seventh Edition. I2mo. bds. 

JUVENILE SUNDAY LIBRARY. Vol. I. Containing 
1-ives of the Apostles and Early Martyrs of the Church. 18mo. 
4s. neatly half-bound. Vol. II. preparing. 

THE PEEP of DAY, or a Series of the earliest Religious In- 
struction the Infant Mind is capable of receiving. Plates, 2s. 6d, 
neatly half-bound. 

ALICE SEYMOUR. A Practical Tale from Life. 12mo. 
Is. 6d. cloth bds. 

CONSISTENCY. By Chari otte Elizabeth. Fourth Edi- 
tion. 18mo. 2s. 6d. bds, 

THOUGHTS on the PROVIDENCE of GOD. 12mo. Is. 6d. 
cloth. 

STEPPING STONES for TOTTERING FEET ; or, Read- 
ing Lessons adapted to Mrs. Williams* Syllabic Method, with 
plates. 16mo. 3s. 6d. canvas. 

BIBLE STORIES, selected from the Old and New Testa- 
; ments, familiarized for the Use of Children. By the Author of 
“Ellen Webster,” &c. &c. Third Edition. 2 vols. 18mo. 5s. 

I half-bound. 

THE FANCY FAIR. A Tale. 12mo. 2s- 6d. 

MEMOIRS of the LIFE of the late Rev. JOHN MERRY, 
compiled by his second son, and revised by the late Rev. Robert 
I Cox, M A., perpetual Curate of Stonehouse, and Chaplain to the 
I Most Noble the Marquis of Sligo. Second Edition, small 8vo. 
I 4s. 6d, cloth. 

SHORT MEMORIALS of the LORD’S GOODNESS; il- 
' lustrated in the following Nanatives : — “ Old Gabriel,” Cathe- 
i rine Radden,” “ Hamlet of St. Budeaux,” “The Aged Shepherd,” 
j “The Aged Widow, “Tlie Aged Gypsey,“ “ Visits to a Cot- 
i tage,’* “ Serious Thoughts for the Aged,” “ On the Power and 
1 Grace of the Holf Spirit.” 12mo. 4s. 6d. bds. 
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WORKS PUBLISHED 


HELPS TO REPENTANCE; or Six Lectures addressed to 
persons of different Ages. Delivered in the Parish Church of 
StHgsden, Bedfordshire, during the season of Lent. By A. 
Westqpy, M. a., Curate and Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Olasgow. l!2nio. 3$. cloth bds. 


JEREMY TAYILOR’S WORKS. 

The whole Works of the Right Rev. JEREMV TAYLOR, 
D.D., Lord Bishop of Down, Connor, and Dromore ; with a Life 
of the Author, and a Critical Examination of his W ritings. By 
the Right Rev. Reginald Heber, D.D., late Lord Bishop of Cal- 
cutta. 15 vols. 8vo. 91. hds. 


SHORT EXPOSITION of the CREED ; with an Introduc- 
tory Letter to His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury on 
the Established Church, and on the Utility of Creeds. By John 
Woodward, Esq., one of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for 
the County of Sussex. 12mo. 5s. bds. 


SHORT and Connected COURSE of READING from the 
Old I’estaraent ; designed to present a general view of its prin- 
cipal matter, as illustrated by Christianity. By the Rev. H. N. 
Beaver, M A. 12mo. 10s. 6d, cloth bds. 

THE FRIENDS; or, the Influence of Religion, a Tale for 
Young Persons entering into Life. By M. A. E. Hansard. 
ISmo. os. 6d, cloth bds. 


OCTAVIA ELPHINSTONE, a Manx Story ; and LOIS, a 

Drama, founded on a Legend in the noble family of • By 

Miss Anne Tallant. 2 vols. Post 8vo. 1/. Is. bds. 

Also, hy the same Author, 

PRACTICE BOOK ; containing Lessons in Dictating, with 
Questions intended to remove difficulties in English Construction, 
and to communicate interesting Historical and natural FacV?. 2nd 
Edition. 18ino. Is. 6d. 


OBSERVATIONS on VARIOUS PASSAGES of SCRIP- 
TURE, placing them in a new light ; and ascertaining the mean- 
ing of several, not determined by the methods commonly used by 
the Learned; originally compiled by the Rev. Thomas IIarmeii, 
from relations incidentally mentioned in Books of Voyages and 
Travels in the East. Fifth Edition, jjvith many important Addi- 
tions and Corrections. By Adam Clarke, L.L.D, F.R.S. 4 vols. 
8 VO. 2L 5s. bds. 

tf, 




BY J. HATCHARD and SON. 


THE SCllTPTURE GARDEN WALK. Comprising the 
Botanical Exposition and Natural History of every Plant in the 
Sacred Scriptures ; with ap|.ro}>riate Reflections and Original 
Poetry, Post 8vo. 10*. 6d. hds. Illustrated with an elegant 
Vignette Title. 

A PRACTICAL VIEW of Christian Education in its Early 
Stages. To which is now added, a Letter to a Son soon after 
I the close of his education, on the subject of not conforming to 
the world. By Thomas Baqin6t%n, Esq. Eighth Edition, li2mo. 
5s. hds. ' 


PRACTICAL ESSAYS on the MORNING and EVENING 
I SERVICKS, and on the Collects in the Liturgy of the Church of 
I England. By the He.v. Thomas T. Biddut.vh, M.A., Minister of 
j St. James’s, llristol ; and late of Queen’s College, Oxford. Third 
{ Edition. 3 vols. 8vo. li. 7s. hds. 

HUME’S HIS'J'ORY of ENGLAND; revised for Family 
use ; with such omissions and alterations as may render it salutary 
to the young, and unexceptionable to the (yhristian. By the Rev. 
I Gkoiige BiiKKFLEY MiTcnEi L, A.M. 0 vcls. 8vo. 2/. 16s. bds. 


; SCOTT’S BIBLE. 

I The HOLY BIBLE, containing the Old and New Testaments, 
according to the authorized Verision ; with Explanatory Notes, 
j Practical Observations, and copious Marginal References. By 
Thomas Scott, Rector of Aston Sandford, Bucks. A New Edi- 
I tion, with tlie A uthor’s last corrections and improvements. 6 vols. 
4to. 8/. 8.S. cloth bds. Also in 3 vols. Imperial 8vo. 41. 4s. cloth 
bds. ; aud with the A utbor’s Practical Observations only, 2 vols. lin]). 
8vo. 36s. cloth . — TlieiC BookTmay be had in every variety of binding. 

ENGLISH PRISONERS in FRANCE, containing Observa- 
tions on their Manners and Habits, principally with reference to 
their Religious State, during Nine Years’ Residence in the De- 
pots of Fontainebleau, Veulun, Givet, aud Valenciennes. By the 
Rev. R.J3, Wolfe, Chaplain. 8vo. 7s. bds. 

SUGGESTIONS for Improving the Condition of the Indus- 
trious Classes, by establishing FRIENDJ. 1 Y SOCIETIES and 
SAVINGS’ BANKS, in co-oporatiou with each other; accom- 
panied by a Set of Rules and Regulations for each ; and also by 
Abstracts from Acts of Parliament which regulate the same. By 
Henry Gregson, of Laucasteii Solicitor. 8vo. 78. bds. ' 



#fORIiS PUBLISHED BY HATCHARD & SON, 

-o 

FIRST STEPS to ASTRONOMY and GEOGRAPHY. R- 
lustrated with Plates. IStno. 9s. bds. 

MANUAL of RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION, to assist Pa- 
rents in preparing their Children for the rite of Confirmation, and 
the uiiJfe sol^n duty of receiving the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. By a Lav Member of the Church of England. ISmo. 
6s. bds. 


NEW INTERPRF/rATlON of a portion of the Third Chap- 
ter of Genesis, viewed in connexion with other parts of the 
Bible; including an Inquiry into the Introduction, Nature, and 
Extent, of Sattinic influence in tlie World. 8vo, 6s. bds. 

SIX LECTURES on the PARABLE of the PRODIGAL 
SON, delivered in the Parish Church of Bradford- Abbas, Dorset, 
during Lent, 1830. By the Rev, RoBKnTGnAVT, B.C.l,., Vicar. 
12mo. 35. bds. 


THE ACHIEVEMENTS of PRAYER; selected exclusively 
from the HOLY SCRIPTURES, By Joseph Finchlb, Eh(|. 
12mo. 6s. bds. 

By the same Author, 

THE INTERPOSITION of DIVINE PROVIDENCE. Se- 
lected exclusively from the Holy Scriptures. 12mo. 6s. hds. 

VALDENSIAN MISCE.LLANY ; containing Historical De- 
tails of tlie Valdenses, in Piernont and ether Countries. With 
abridged Translations of “ I'Histoire des Vnudois,'’ ]»ar Bresse 
and la Rentree Glorieuse, d'Hcnri Arnauld, with the Ancient 
Valdensian Catechism. To which are subjoined, Original Letters, 
written during a residence among the Vaudois of Piemont and 
Wirtemberg, in I8t2.5. 8 plates, 8vo. 32s. bds. 


ADVICE to GOVERNESSES. 12mo. .3s. bds. 


PRACTICAL SERMONS for every Sunday in the tar. 
Fourth Edition. 2 vols. linio. 12s. bds. c 

Another Volume of PRACTICAL SERMONS, to which aie 
added Family Phayers. 12mo. 5s, hds. 

THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS of the CHRISTIAN TEM- 
I’ER on Domestic Happiness. By Mrs. F. E. Kino, Author of 
** Female Scripture Characters,” Non magna loquimur, sed 
vivimuB.” Sixth Edition. 12mo. 6s. 6d. bds. 

rnoisq|4 ano palmeu, primtekb, savoy strand. 






